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BEEP
C NMA3AMU
N3 OMNAJIA



Hpuc, Muadped, Keii u lxceiin,

Konopoie nomoeasu oxcugums Ilepcuc u ee épems,

a maxxce compyonuxam bubauomexu Bunmep Ilapx
3a ycepoue u 6Aa204ceaamenbHocme.



IIpenncroByue

OctpoB Hcuesnysiueit Jlenu He cyllecTByeT B MpUpPOIeE,
W, cO3[]aBas 3Ty NOBeCTb, 1 00bEAUHIIIA YePThHl IBYX PealbHO
CYILIECTBYIOII[MX OCTPOBOB W OJHOTO NMobepexXbs, C X JOBOJBHO
rnecTpoit HCTOpHEH.

Ha octpoBe CuHaben 3aramo4yHblil HAPOJI HEKOTAA MOCTpO-
WJI TOpOJ C KaHAJIaMH H MOIIHBIMU (yHIAMEHTAMH — HACBINA-
MM M3 paKoBUH U yTpaMOOBaHHOI 3eMJIM, a TAKXe C JOPOTraMH
U3 pakoBHH. CYMTAETCH, YTO 3TOT Hapod MCTPeOUIH UCNAHLIbI
W BBe3eHHbIe MMH CeMHHOJIBL. Ha HeM ocTanuch TONMBKO Clielibl
LIMBWIH3alUH, KAKHM-TO 00pa3oM CBA3aHHOM C KyJIbTYpOil Maiis
B LleHTpanbHoi AMepuKe.

Bropoii octpoB, KantiBa, 1BoitHuK CvHabe, KaK 110J1araior,
CJAYXWI TIOPbMO# Il XEHIUMH, 3aXBaYEHHBIX B TUPAaTCKHUX Ha-
6erax koHua XVII u Hayana XVIII BekoB.

A u3 neredn MHaeitckoro nodepexos — UHauaH Ku — s B3s-
Jla oM ¢ MOTafHbIM X0JI0M 4Yepe3 yepenaliuuii calok, X03UHa,
OTKa3aBIlerocs MpH3HaTh BiacTh KU-YacTa, U Bpaya, NepBbIM
HayaBILETO Pa3BOANTD TPOMTHYECKHE ILT00BbIE AepeBbs Bo Pio-
pue. MaccoBoe UcTpeOiieHHe UHIeleB B cepenuHe XIX Beka
MOJIOXKIO HEOXUAAHHBIA KOHELl 3TOH MajIeHbKOH MMIEpUM:
3HAMEHUTBINA JIOM, U3BECTHHI CBOEH POCKOILLBIO BCeMy Mobepe-
Xblo, cropen notia. IlyaHTanus norpysuiach B 3abBeHMe, U HU
pasy He NpeanpUHUMANO0Ch IONBITKU OXUBUTbH U 3aHOBO OCBO-
UTb €e.

Andp> Hopmon



I'mapa nepBasd

B xoMHaTe HapmiIu cyMepky M THIITHHA. e Xe BeTep, cTpall-
HBIN peB yparaHa, KOTOpbIH NMOTJIOTWI BECh MUP, ITIOAHAN Ha MO-
pe BOISIHbIE TOPbI?

Tlepcuc Pyk cnerka rnoBepHyJa rojoBy, XOTS BCe ellle HE OT-
KpbIBajia ria3. bojibliie He YyBCTBOBAJIOCh MYCKYCHOTO 3amaxa,
KOTOpBIH H0JKEH OTTOHSTh BOHb 3aCTOSBIIEICS B TPIOME BOJHI.
HaoGoport, B Bo3nyxe BUTan cnabbiii, HO ocTpbiii apoMar. Co-
3HAHHE JEeBYIIKH Ka3aJloch TAKHM Xe 6e3BOJIbHBIM, KaK H TeJO;
00JIb OT MHOFOYHCJIEHHBIX CCaJlUH ¥ CHHIKOB 3aCTaBMJIa €€ Mo-
MOPIIHTbCA, €1Ba OHA TONBITANACh TEpEMEHUTD I103Y.

OHa nouieBenuaa pykamMu. Hamynana Msarkue npocTbIHU.
IT0 COH? YK O0JILHO HE XOTeJIOCh OTKPHLIBATh TJ1a3a, YTOOH! 00-
HapyXHUTh ce6s B TeCHoO# KaloTe kopabuisi. [lepcuc jiexana He-
NoJABUXHO, 6iarofapHas 3a THILIMHY, 32 TaKoe MPUSITHOE OIlly-
LIeHHe NoCTeNbHOro Gebsi, M MbiTanach BCoMHUTh. HakoHen
OHAa MeJIEHHO IIPUOTKPhLIA BEKH.

IT10... HacToAmaAs koMHarta! He ayiiHas kKaiora, B KOTOPYIO
OHa eiBa BTUCKMBaJach. OHA JIEXHUT B HACTOAIIEH MOCTENH...
OHa, AOJIXHO OBITh, B TOMe, Ha cyiie!

KpoBaTb OKpyXaja ceTdyaTasd 3aHaBeCcKa, 0TYero KOMHaTa
B YTPEHHEM CBeTe Ka3ajiach HesiCHO# M TymaHHoi#l. Kak Hekorna
B nerctBe, [lepcuc yiuumnHyna ce6s 3a pyky. bonb ycrnokouna ee.
Ona He cruT. IIpunogHsBINKCE Ha IIMPOKO#H KpOBaTH, AeBYLi-
Ka ocMoTpenack. ['0j10Ba y Hee KpyXujaach, HO OHa CTOMKO mpe-
00JIEBaJ1a TOLLHOTY.

OHa 10/1XHAa BCMIOMHUTD... OHa 6bL1a Ha «CTpesie», KOraa Ko-
pabnb ¢ TpecKoM HajleTes Ha pud. [ToToM...
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BEEP C T'TIA3AMM M3 OIIAJIA

Pexkep'!..

Ilepcuc nokayvaa rojoBoii, XOTAT 3TO U BbI3BAJIO HOBBIi MPH-
CTYN TOJOBOKpYXeHHd. OHa olIyTH/Ia Xap BO3BpaLLalonerocs
rHeBa. DToT... 3T0T nHpat! OH NoABUJICS NMPAMO U3 OypH BO3Je
Hee — OHa LIeTUISIach B 3TO BpeMs 3a MOpYYeHb, — MPOKpUYaT
eif YTO-TO HEMOHATHOE U MOHEC ee, HECMOTPS Ha BOIUIH XepT-
BBl M MONBITKY BHICBOGOIUTHCSA, U COpOCHII BHU3 B MaJIEHBKYIO
uuTionky. Bosochl aeByIlIkKH pa3BeBaJIMCh HA BETPY, KPUKM 3a-
rayiwan Betep. OHa TaK pa303/iWJiach Ha 3TO CAMOYHPABCTBO, YTO
noyutH nepecrana 6ostecsi. Ho notom, B 1utionke...

Tlepcuc cHoBa 3akpbuia rnasa. OueHb cTpaHHo. Eif kasanocs,
YTO OHAa HUKOTAA, HUKOraa He 3a0yaeT JULO 3TOro nupara, To,
YTO OH ODOpaLasics ¢ Hei, Kak ¢ TIokoM TKaHu. Ho yTto cimyuunocs
MOTOM — OHA HUYETO He MOMHMIA.

Hsanas Oractun!

Yro ¢ asaeit OractuHoM?

[lepcuc, coBepuieHHO MpUaA B ce0s1, COCKONMb3HYA C KPOBaTH
Y OTKHMHYJIA B CTOPOHY CEeT4YaTylo 3aHaBeCcKy. HakoHeu nmpocHy-
JIOCh ¥ 4yBCTBO AoJira. OHa efBa B3MJIsAHY/1a HA KOMHATY: CBET NpPo-
OHBAJICS B ITOMeEILLIEHNE CKBO3b OKHA, 3a0paHHbIC TPOYHBIMU CTaB-
HsaMu. [lepBbIM gesiomM OHa A0JUKHA HaiiTu gamio. [lepen Oypeit
OH MpEeBpPaTHJICS B €ABA MOX0XYIO Ha ce0s TeHb. MOXeET OBITh...

JleBy1ka 6ecroKoiHO OIJISiAeNAach: Helb3s1 TPOCTO BbIGEXKATh
M3 KOMHAThI B OFHO¥ JINILB HOYHOI py6aluke. TyT oHa 3aMeTWa,
YTO HA Hel He OJHA N3 ee TOHKHUX pyOallieK: 3Ta eil ObLUia BelrKa
u ropasgo rpyoee. I'me xe ee co6¢cTBeHHad ogexnaa?

Xopotllio xoTb BeTep nMpekpatwica! Ho non nox ee Horamu no-
NpexXHeMY Kayancs, Kak nanyba «Crpenbl». Onupasch o Kpai
KpOBaTH, JIEBYIlIKA HanpaBMWach K OMXKaillleMy OKHY.

OTKpBITh CTABHH ObUIO HEJIETKO, XOTS OOBIYHO NMAbLLI Y HEE
nposopHbie. M BoT Ilepcuc BHIIsSHYIA B CMIOKOKHOE YTpO. BHa-
yajie OHA He YBUAEJIA HUYero, KpoMe Bepxyuiek naibM. [1otom,
MOCMOTPEB BHU3 C LIMPOKOTO NMOAOKOHHUKA, OHA OOHapyXuJa,

! AHIMIMIACKOE CJIOBO wrecker O3HayaeT YesioBeKa, 3aHMMAIOLErocs
rpaGexxoM Cy/i0oB, MOTepeBUINX KopabiekpyweHue. B pycckoM si3bike co-
OTBETCTBYIOLLErO C/IOBa HEeT. — [Ipum. nepes.
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AHRPD HOPTOH

YTO HaXOAMTCS HA BTOPOM 3Ta)xe J0Ma, KOTOPbIii, B CBOIO O4e-
peab, Bo3BeeH Ha HACHIMH U3... pakoBUH? Heyxenn 3to npo-
CThie MOpPCKHe pakymKu? Kak MoXHO MoCTpOUTb NMPOYHBIA A0M
Ha PyHAAMEHTE U3 PAKOBUH?

BHu3y 61ectena Boga, a pAIoOM pacnoioXWiach IpUCTaHb, Ha
KOTOpOIt ObUTH HarpoOMOXIEHHI SIHKH, O0OYKH H... Aa, €€ C00-
cTBeHHbIit yeMoaaH! U eme tam cHoBann moau. I[lepcuc yBune-
J1a, KaK TPU TEMHOKOXMX 4YeJIOBEKa ITPOBE3/IH Ha TauKe 60bliioit
SIIMK K COCEHEMY IOMY, OT KOTOPOTO 3€Ch ObLia BUAHA TOJIb-
KO 4aCTb KpHILIH. Bce Tpoe HOCWIH KOPOTKUE, 10 KOJeH, OpIoKH
M 3aIljlaTaHHbIE, TOGJIEKIIHE, B IIATHAX COH pYOallKH.

Pekephl, Kak H TOT rpyONsAH, MOABUBILIHNICA Ha «CTpee».

Iepcuc noyyBCcTBOBaJIa OTBPAIlCHUE U OTYACTH CTPax. XOTH As-
st OracTMH M TOBOPWI, YTO peKepbl CNacaloT JIIOAEH U rpy3bl, OHa
BCIIOMHIUIA YCIIBILIAHHBI Kak-To B Hblo-opke pasroBop 06 ux
JKagHOCTH. Paccka3blBaliM O TOM, YTO HEKOTOPbIe KalMTaHbI Cro-
BapHBAIOTCA C JIIOABMH C MoOepeXbsd H HAPOYHO CAXKAIOT CBOH KO-
pa6iu Ha pudbl. HecoMHeHHO, Takue JIIOAW He OY€Hb JAJIeKO YIL-
JIK OT ITUPATOB, KOTOPBIM PaHblile NOYTH 6e3pa3ae/ibHO NpUHAIe-
XKAJTH 3TH BOJBI M Y KOTOPBIX 31€Ch HMEJIOCh MHOXECTBO YOSXKMUIII.

Ho 4To Bce-TakM cnyymwioch ¢ msaeit OractTuHoM?

INocTeneHHO cTaHOBUJIOCH CBeTlee, U Tlepcuc 3aMeTHiIa Ha
CTyJie y KOMOJa neHbloap. CXBaTHB €ro, IEBYIIKA MEJIbKOM YBH-
JleJia CBO€ OTpaXeHHeE B 3epKajie Ha CTeHe — B OoraToii onpase,
NpeAHa3Ha4YeHHOM IUIs1 POCKOLUHOM FOCTHHOM, C N030JI0YEHHO
paMoit, XOTs M030J10Ta HEMHOTO MOTYCKHeNa. Ho caMa 3epKajib-
Hasi TOBEPXHOCTb He MOCTpaaaa.

Kakoe e xajikoe 3pefuilie OHa NMpeacTaBiisia coboii!

Hu akkypaTHOro yana BojioC Ha BepXy TIIATEIbHO CeIaHHOM
NMpUYECKH, HU CTApaTesibHO PACIOJOXEHHBIX 10 60KaM JIOKO-
HOB, — IIPOCTO Macca CIyTaHHBIX Bojioc. OHa Tenepb NOXoauia
Ha YXXaCHYI0 Kapry, KaKMX pUCYIOT B WIIIOCTPal[UsgIX K pOMaHaM
MHccHC Pagxud'.

YAnHa Pankau@, nonyispHas aHIIMICKas HcAaTebHULA KOH-
ua XVIII — navana XIX BekoB, aBTOp FOTHYECKHX POMAHOB YXacoOB. —
IIpum. nepes.
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BEEP C TJIA3AMM M3 OIIAJIA

Ilepcuc He KpacaBMlia, HO OHA HMKOTAA He MO3BOJisia ce-
Oe GHITL HeaKKypaTHOI. U Tenepb COGCTBEHHOE OTpaXeHHe BbI-
3BaJIO Y Hee oTBpallleHHe. [leBYIlKa B3APOTHYIIA, YCIBIILAB CTYK
B IBEpb, M cKa3aja:

— Boiiaute! — U TyT Xe ¢ obneryeHneM no6asuia; — Mosuin!

Toa6exana u o6Hsu1a Boilealnyio. [1pu HopManbHBIX 06CTO-
aTeibCTBaXx MOJIIM HUKOTIa He Mo3BoJiuja Obl MOJO6HYIO BOJIb-
HoCTb. [1oTOMy YTO OHa GbUTa BOCIIUTAaHA HA HJIee COBEPUICHHOM
CIIYXXaHKH, KaK ¥ caMy [lepcyc BOCTUTHIBAIM Ha poJib 06pa3io-
BOH X035k JoMa 1siau OracTuHa.

— Micc Iepcuc, BB NpoCcTyaUTECH 10 CMePTH! — MOJLIH BBI-
CB0OOOINIACH M BHITALIIJIA U3 CBA3KM OEXIbl, KOTOPYIO IIPHHEC-
na ¢ coboit, nerkyro Hakuaky. Habpocuna ee Ha mieyu aeByii-
KM. — DTO HacTosl1lee 4YyI0, YTO MBI BCE HE Ha THE MOPCKOM.

— A rae nsaa OractuH?

— He Bonnyiitecs, mucc Ilepcuc. OH yCTpOWICS BIOJIHE YIOT-
HO, KaK JUTS B KoJibi6enn. 111y6an mokopMuI ero Cynom, 1 asias
noutH Bce cvei. Jobpoiii ['ocnonb 61aronony4Ho NpyMBe Hac Ha
cylry, 3To 60AbIIas MHJIOCTb...

— Ho rae mu1?

— 3rto ocrpoB HUcuesnysuieii Jleay. Tak ero 3gech Ha3bIBa-
JOT. A CHaJd Bbl B KOMHaTe caMoro xanurtaHa JleBeperra. 310
€ro I0M.

— A kro Takoii KanutaH JleBepett? — VY [lepcuc 3a6onena ro-
JioBa. Ecam BepHblit LLlyban ceituac psanom ¢ asiaeit OracTHHOM,
0 HeM MOXHO He GecniokouThes. CrokoicTBHe MOJUTH BO3bIME-
JIo CBOe JeiCTBHE: CIIYXXaHKa BeJia cebd Tak, cjoBHO s [lep-
cuc Pyk, pecnektaGenbHO# ieau, HET HUYETO eCTECTBEHHEE, YEM
MIPOCHYTHCS B MMOCTEJIM HEU3BECTHOrO KalTUTaHa, MpUYeM OHa Aa-
Xe He MOMHUT, KaK IoMnaja B ero A0M.

— OH Hac cnac. 9To oH Mocaauia Bac B LILUTIONKY, a €ro JIo-
JIM JOCTaBWIH Ha Geper. Pa3se Bbl He moMHMTe, MUcC [lepcuc?

IMupart! Jla, oHa ero xopoiiio moMHMT! [lepcuc cTucHyna 3y-
obl. M Bpsax iu cMoXeT Koraa-HHOYab 3a6bITb. MOJLIU MOXET ro-
BOPHTB O CITaCeHUH, HO [lepcuc He MO3BOIUT, YTOOH! C He# Tak
0o0pallaIuCh.
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AHIOP3 HOPTOH

— «CTpena» HajeTesia Ha onacHblif pud, — mpogoxaia
Mo, — Ho kanuran JleBepeTT cunTaeT, 4To Kopad/b yIacTcs
CHATDb, Koraa ero obserdar. Bcio HOYb ¢ HEro BHIBO3WIH IPY3bI.

— Pekepnl! — Iepcuc ¢bipkHya.

— MbI 6bUTH pagbl UX yBUOETh, MUcC Tlepcuc. DTH pekephl
CIacaloT He TOJIbKO KopalJyii, HO M XU3HH. A KanuTaH JleBeperr,
OH HacTosumii IxeHTabMeH. [1prka3an BbI3BaTh Bpaya K MUCTe-
py OractuHy. TyT ecTb HacTOAILMiA Bpay, XOTA NMAl[UEHTOB y He-
ro HeMHoro. OH GoJblile UHTepecyeTCs pacTeHUAMHU. Tak ropo-
put muccuc Ilpaiiop. Ho He 3a0biBaeT 0 TOM, KaK JIe4YHTh, €CJIU
HYXHo. OH cka3a, yTo MucTep OracTHH HCTbITa] CUIbHBII LIOK,
M KyIaHHe B 6ypIo ToXe He YAYULIWIO ero nojoxeHusa. OH 4 Bac
ocMotpet, Mucc Iepcuc. Kaxercd, BB yIapHINCh TOJIOBO#, KOT-
Jia ynianu B oaky. Ho oH ckasai, uro 3To He crpaiiHo. [Tocrie cHa
npoitaer.

— 4... — IlepcHc HeTeprienMBO MOTAHYJIA CITYTaBILHECS BOJIO-
chl. IlocsieHMe HECKONBKO JHE MPOLIUTH CJIOBHO B AYPHOM CHe.
CHayasna yxXacHas MopcKas 60Jie3Hb, KOTOpast 3aCTaBIIa ee BCe
BpeMs MPOBOJMTL B KalOTe, MOTOM 3Ta CTpallHas Oyps... U Ha-
KOHeIl KpyLUeHHE...

— C Bamu Bce Oyaer B nnopsake, Mmucc Ilepcuc. A mucc Jlu-
IMsA, CecTpa KanuTaHa, MOAeNHIach ¢ BAMH CBOEH OJeXIO0il.
IToitny npuHecy ee. A TO Ballie MIaThe COBCeM HcnopyeHo. Ho
CHayajia... — MoJuiu BbIIIUIA M BEPHYNACh C MOAHOCOM, Ha KO-
TOPOM CTOSLIA YalllKa, HaKpbiTasa GMI0LIeM, H pAIOM Jiexana ce-
peOpsiHas JioXKa.

— ¥V HuUX 37ech OY€Hb XOpoiliasi KyXxapka, — IpoBO3Ijlacuia
clyXaHKa. B ronoce ee npo3By4aio rinyookoe yIoBI€TBOPEHHE,
noTtoMy 4To MoJulu M Kyxapka Asau OracTHHA O6bUTH CTapbIMH
Bparamu; npuyeM Ilepcuc noxo3spesana, yTo Bpaxaa IOCTaBJISIET
UM 00eUM HeMalo yaAoBoAbCTBUS. — Hacrosuuit 6ynboH. Bbi-
neiite, mucc Ilepcuc, U BaM cTaHeT ropa3fo Jiydilie. Bbl BuIrs-
IUTE YCTaBLIECH.

TlepcHc oTBejia I71a3a OT 3epKajia. «YCTaBilass» — CaMoe MAT-
KO€ BbIpaXXeHHUeE JJI1 ONMUCAHUSA ee BHEIIHOCTH.

— S yXacHO BBITJISIKY, — COIJIacUIach OHa, 6eps JIOXKY. by-
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BEEP C T'JIASAMM M3 OIAJIA

JIbOH Nax 3aMevyaTejibHO, U BHEpBbIe 32 MHOTO JHEM AeBYIIKA
OLUYTHJIA HACTOALLUUHI rojon.

— Tam Moii yeMoaaH, — MoKa3ajia oHa Ha 0KHo. — Moxellib
NMPUHECTH ero? S 6Bl MpeaAnoYia HOCHTb CBOIO OAEXKIY.

DTH IJIaThA €€ oYeHb BOTHOBAIH. Jaaa OracTUH TaK HEOXH-
JaHHO pelIWJl oTNpaBUTbCA Ha baraMckue octpoBa, riae Bcerna
TeIIo, M TSDKEJIBIi LIeNK U LiepcTh, Kakue HocsaT B Hbio-Vopke,
TaM He MoHocHuIlb. OCeHbIO Xe, KaK 0Ka3ajloCh, BeCbMa TPYAHO
JOOBITE MYCITUH U JierKuil menk. CoaepXuMoe 3Toro 4eMoaaHa
cronio OOJIBLLIMX YCUJTHIA U 3aTpaT BpeMeHU. K ToMy Xe nmpHuxo-
JUWJIOCH OCTOPOXHO MOAXOJUTD K LieHaM, IOTOMY 4TO MOCJe Ka-
TacTpoHUUECKOro Nnoxapa nsTh JeT Ha3all, KOrJa Moji0OBHHA To-
poaa norubna B orHe, gena naau OracTiHa MPUILLTH B YIIaJ0K.

— Tam Bce Bely HYXKIAOTCSI B CTHPKE M NMOYHHKE, — 06%5-
ssBuiia Moy, — Tloka BBl UX HOCUTb He cMoXxeTe. — OHa olle-
HHUBAIOIIIE B3TJIAHY/1a Ha CBOIO rocnoxy. — Mucc JIuaus noiaHee
B TAJIHUM, HECMOTPS HAa BCE KPYXeBa, HO COBCEM HEMHOTO...

Tlepcuc B3goxHyna: cefiyac NMPeACTOUT BLICJYLIATh OOBIYHEBIE
ceToBaHMsl MoJutH Ha ee Xyno6y.

— 51 3Hal0, YTO XyAa, Kak penbc. Ho 51 Bcerna Takas, Moiu,
ckoJibKo 661 HU ena. Hy xopoiiio. SIcHO, YTo MHe pUAETCA YTO-TO
HaJeBaTh, U TaK KaK Mucc JleBepeTT HaCTONBKO 100pa, 5 ¢ 61aro-
JapHOCTbIO TIPUMY €€ MpejloXeHue.

Ha caMoM-TO pene oHa He Obina 6naroaapHa. Eit He xoTe-
JIOCh HOCUTB 4yXY10 ofexny. Kasanoch 661, HUYTOXHAs HENpPU-
STHOCTBb: BeIb HY>KHO OBITh 61aromapHoii 3a cnaceHue. Ho B oa-
HOM OHa 6bL1a yBepeHa: YTOObI CHOBA OTIIPABUTLCSA B MOpe (eCIu
«CTpeny» 3a1aTaloT, U OHU CMOTYT NPOAOJLKUTD ITyTh), IOTpeby-
eTcs BCe ee MyxecTBo. OJTHAKO JABAa Yaca CIyCTSl OHa YXe MpU-
MHpIIACH C c000it U co BceM MUpoM. CTpoliHas yepHas AeBylll-
Ka IIpUHeCa BeJpa ¢ ropsyeil Bofoii,  MoJUIM oTMbIJIa BOJIOCHI
[lepcuc oT conu, npocyiiuia Ux U pacdyecana. [lepcuc Haaena
MYCJIMHOBOE IUIaThe, ropa3fo 6oJjiee pOCKOLIHOE U 10pOroe, 4eM
oexna U3 ee COGCTBEHHOTO YeMoiaHa. B cyliHOCTH, OHa Ternepb
Ob1a oeTa JUIA OPULHAIBHOTO YaeITUTHA.
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AHAP3 HOPTOH

MoaHeble pykaBa IJiaThsl JIMMOHHOTO 11BeTa (KOTOPHIA X0po-
1LIO MOJIXOJMJI K €€ KallITAHOBLIM BOJIOCaM H XeNTOBaTO-0JieAHOM
KOXe) IVI0OTHO o0Jierajii pykKH OT IUIeda 10 JIOKTS, a IOTOM pac-
IMPSUITUCh 0671aKoM KpyXeB. LLInpokuii BOpOTHUK TOXe ObLT 00-
LIMT TOHKMMH, KaK NayTHHA, KPY>KeBAMHU. A Ha BEIpe3e BOPOTHH-
Ka KpacoBajicd 6aHT. K mnaTbio Npuiaraics rnepeaiHuK U3 KUCEU
C OTHeJIAHHBIMH PIOIIaMU KPasiMHU.

Monnu uckycHo 3adecaina I1epcrc BoJoch, cTapaTebHO yilo-
JKHJIA JIOKOHBI, XOTS B 5TOM BJIAXXHOM KJIMMAaTe OHU CKOpee Ha-
MMOMMHAMIA pa3BeBaloUIMeCs KOCMBI, YeM NMpPaBUJIBHBIC KOJbLA.
U Bce xe Ilepcuc B3misiHyna B 3epKaio HE 0oJiee YBEPEHHO, YeM
paHbliie. Bce 3TH KpyXeBa eif He LK. CIMILIKOM yX Yy Hee XyAoe
JIMLO U CIMILUKOM OCTPBIfi HoC ¢ Top6UHKOIt. OHa BHITIsIAEAA KaK
LIKOJIbHAsI YYUTENbHUHA.

— Kak asas OractuH? — Ee cHOBa MOTPEBOXUJIO CO3HAHUE
nonra.

— OH eme ciut, Mucc Hepenc. Lly6an cMIUT psiioM C HUM,
€CJIH eMY YTO-TO MoHanoobuTcsa. Ho BBl MOXeTe Ha Hero B3rjis-
HYTb.

Mostu oTKphUIa IBEpb KOMHATHI M YKa3aJia Ha JpyTylo ABepb,
HaIpOTHB.

— Mucc JInaua u muccuc Ipaiiop BHU3y, Ha BepaHie. Cny-
CTUTECH 110 JIECTHULIE, & [IOTOM MPIAMO...

Tlepcuc KUBHY/MA ¥ THXO MOCTy4aia B ABEpb O90U. BHIrigHyn
Ily6an. Ero cenpie 6akeHOapabl TOMOPIIMINCE BOKPYT XyAOTO
Juta. OH NPoNMyCTHN AeBYLIKY, HO MpeayTnpeXxaalolle Mpuxan
nanel K rybam.

3nech Toxe crosiia 6oJibliias KpoBaThb Moj OalgaxuHOM M3
cetkd. Ha ¢poHe nomyiuek, noaaepXxXuBaloliuxX roloBy U miedn
(nocJe 60/1e3HU J0€e NMPUXOIUIOCh CIATh IMOYTH BEPTHKANIBHO),
JIMLIO CTapMKa Ka3aJloch CoBceM 6y1efHBIM. Pekue BoJIOCH Top-
Yaau XOX0JAKOM, KaK Y TITHII, KOTOPBIX MHOTAA IIPUBO3AT MOPSI-
K. PoT 6bL1 OTKPBIT ¥ paccinabiieH. JIplian asisi ToBepXHOCTHO
M yacTo. [J1a3a ero 6bUIH 3aKPBITHL.

A Bellb MMEHHO 3TH TJia3a Aejiaiu im0 OracTuHa TakKUM Xu-
BLIM. BonpocuresibHOe BbIpaXXeHHE APKUX ToJyObIX rjla3 — mep-
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BEEP C T'JIA3AMM M3 OIIAJIA

Boe, yTto otMeTwiIa Tlepcuc, Korna nsaaa npuBe3 ee K cebe, 3a-
BepPILIMB MHOTOJIETHHE CKHTAHMS MO Yy:XHUM cTpaHaM. [Touemy-To
OHa HMKOTAA HE CYUTAIA €r0 CTAPUKOM, XOTSI OH SIBJISLICS CTap-
ILIMM 4JICHOM CEMbH, a ee oTell OB HAMHOTO MOJIoXe Opara. Jle-
BYIIIKA CMOTpEa Ha 3TO XyJl0e YCTaJloe JIMLIO, Ha 3aKPhIThie I11a3a,
¥ BHe3aINHo ee oXBaTWi cTpax. OHa He MoIJIa NPeACTaBUTb cebe
Oyayiero, B KOTOpOM HeT asau OraCTMHa, ero CyxoBaTroro 1oMo-
pa, ero OCTPOTO pa3yMa, Bceraa MoJiHOro JooonbITCTBa. Bripo-
YyeM, OH BCeraa AepXaJicsd JOBOJbHO OTYYXIEHHO, U €€ MPUBS-
3aHHOCTb K HEMY B OCHOBHOM Obia BEI3BaHAa 0J1aroAapHOCTBIO
M YyBCTBOM J0JITa, HO He JIIOOO0BBIO.

MHoro J1 o€t ero Bo3pacta NpUHSIM Obl OCHPOTEBILYIO
BOCBMMWIECTHION MJIeMAHHMLY K ceGe B noM? OH 3a6oTumiics
0 Hell, HO BcerJa AepXaJicsl Ha pacCTOAHUH, OKPYXHB cebs Oa-
pbepoM, KoTophiii Ilepcuc Tak ¥ He CMoIJia IPeoA0NETb.

BnipoueM, ee NojioXXeHHE HEMHOTHM OTJIMYATIOCH OT XHU3HHU
Cautu Maavcon wiu Kaponaitin bpurrc, kotropbie BMecTe ¢ Heit
YYWINCH B akageMu Mucc TTHKeTT S IOHBIX JIEAU U CTaJIHU €€
onuxaitiiuMu nogpyraMu. Iloromy uro Camuiu u Kaponaith
no6anuBagNCh CBOMX OTLOB ¥ BOOOILLE CO CTPaXxOM OTHOCHJIUCH
K NMPEeACTaBUTENISM CTApILIEro MOKoJeHHUSs.

A naas OracTvH, XO0Thb M AEPXAICS Ha PacCTOSIHUM, BCeraa
o661 psnoM. KoHedyHO, OH He JeNWICs ¢ TUIeMSIHHHLIE CBOMMH
AenaMu. U oHa OGbuTa oueHb yIMBJIEHA, KOTAA OH BIIEPBBIE CO00-
LIWN eif 0 CBOeM pellieHHH OTIUIBITh Ha baramckue octpoBa. Xo-
TA AeBYUIKa H TaK AOTaJbIBAIaCh, YTO Mocie moxapa aeja «Pyk
1 KommaHu» uayT HeBaxHo. UMeHHO TpeBora 13-3a COCTOSTHUSA
JeJl ¥ BbI3Bajia ero nepBbiii MPUIARoK.

Jlsans, Ka3ajaoch, BHOJIHE ONpaBWics nociie 6one3Hu. [Torom
0ODBABHI, YTO AYTEILIECTBUE B TEILIbIE CTPaHbl HEOOXOAUMO eMY
151 monpaBky 380poBbsi. Ho Iepcuc nono3pesana, 4to ero 6ec-
MOKOHUT He 3I0pOBbe, a COCTOAHME Aes1 dupMEl. Muctep Xor,
JOPUCT, TAaK 4acTO B MOC/eAHEE BpEMS ITPUXOMWI K HUM.

A NOTOM HOMCKM Ha 4eplaKe, MOMCKHU KaKOoTro-TO CyHIy4Ka.
Korzaa ero Hailuli, B HEM 0Ka3aJlaCh TOJIbKO CBA3Ka CTapbIX MU-
ceMm. Ho msaast OracTiH 4pe3BBIYaifHO 00paIoBajiCs, YBUAEB HX.
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AHAPD HOPTOH

Hly6an KOCHYJACA PYKH JOEBYLIKM M NOKa3ajl Ha ABEpb.
OHa KHMBHYJIa ¥ BbILIJIA, ciiyra 3a Hei. OH Bceraa ObU1 MoJ14a-
JIUB, KakK 4 cam gsigsa OracTuH, HO ceifyac ero ryobl JpoXai,
U OH BCE BpeMd OIJISIIBIBAJICSA, UTO ellie 00Jbliie BCTPEBOXUIO
[lepcuc.

— OH... OH IJIOXO BHIDJISIAUT, — CKa3aja OHa.

— Crnapa 6ory, uto He ymep! — Tl'onoc Llly6ana gpoxan. —
Cepaue... 1oKTOp G0MTCS 3a HEro... 1 3Hal0. XOTA MHE OH HUYETO
He cKa3aJ. BBl JO/KHBI MOTOBOPHTL ¢ HUM, MHcc [lepcuc. Mo-
XeT, BAM OH CKaXeT MpaB.y.

— 41 norosopo.

Jla, uM HyxXHa npabBaa. Bpa4, Bo3MOXHO, JIydIlIii HA OCTPO-
Be. Ho B Ku-¥Yacre, KkoHeuHO, ecThb ennle yulie. laneko 1 OHU
oT 3Toro nopra? MoxHo Jii oTBE3TH TyAa Asimio OractuHa? Unun
npuraacuTh Bpava cioga? [lepcuc B3aporHyia, BCHOMHUB 6yplo.
CHoBa OTNpaBUTHCA B MOPE...

— Cnacub6o, Mucc.

Pyka Illy6ana, KoTopoi OH KOCHYJICS IBEPHOI PYYKH, IpOXa-
Jia. OH ObUT O4YeHb NMPHUBS3aH K Ja1e OracTHHY, OHH CTOJBKO JIET
npoxuwin BMecTe. M 3Ta ero 3a60TIUBOCTD 3aCTaBUJIa JEBYIIKY
MOYyBCTBOBAaTh ceGsi BHHOBATOM. Beab AsiAsi Tak MHOTO €l JaJl.
Bce, noackasana Kakas-To 4YacTHLia CO3HaHMs, BCe, KpOMeE Ca-
Moro ce6s1.

— Mucc Pyx...

B3nporHys, Ilepcuc B3mIsiHy/a Ha JiecTHUILY. HaBepxy crosiia
XEHIIKHA TAKOTO Xe€ TUIOTHOTO TeJIOCA0XEeHHUs, Kak MoJuih, Ho
3JIETAHTHO OfteTast B cepblit Myc/IMH. LILnsgna ¢ ileHTaMU Ha BBICO-
KOl npuyecKe cuaesa Tak, Kak 6blJIo MOJHO B IpEXHUE BpeMe-
Ha. Ho cTiiib HUTANIKM Jy4llieé COBpEMEHHbBIX MOTHBIX NOIXOAUT
K ee KpyrioMy HBeTyllieMy JIMily. 2KeHIIMHA UMeJia BUJl YeJioBe-
Ka, MPUBLIKLIETO NMPHKAa3biBaTh.

— 4 muccuc I[paiiop.

BepoATHO, 5KOHOMKa, HO He MPUCIYTa, JaXe W3 YHCTA «CTap-
mux», peuniia Iepcuc.

OHa npucena, KaK nepei MaTepblo CBoeit MOAPYTH.
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BEEP C T'JIA3AMM U3 OIIAJIA

— IMoxanyiicra, ckaxute, Kak Mo# naasa? — EciM ¢ KeM-To
Bpay B 3TOM JIoMe M MOAENUJICS, TO, KOHEYHO, C 9TOoii BecbMa
KomInetreHTHoi Muccuc Tlpaiiop.

Heckobko MrHOBe HUHi XEHIIIMHA OLIEeHUBAIO1LE CMOTpeJia Ha
ZIeBYIKY, TOTOM OTBETHJIA:

— OH crapbiif YeJioBeK, H 300pOBbe Y HETO He B JIyYllIeM CO-
CTOSIHMH. bypsi 1 KopaGnekpylileHHe — BCe 3TO IUI0XO0 CKa3aloCh
Ha HeM. Ho st Buie1a MHOTO HEOXHAaHHBIX BHI3HOPOBJIeHHIT. Ue-
JIOBEK HE YMHPAET, NI0Ka He PUIET €To BpeMsl, a OH 6opeTc... —
CrnoBa ee 3ByYyaJii COBCEM He YTEHIUTENbHO.

— Bpau... oH... — Ilepcuc He 3HaNa, KaK 3a0aTh HHTEPECYIO-
1IIHIA ee BOMpoOC.

— Joxtop BUpMHT — o4YeHb Xopoliikii Bpad. Y Hero ciabbie
JIETKUE, U MMO3TOMY OH €llie MOJIOJIBIM YeJIOBEKOM TIPOXUJ He-
ckoJibKo Jiet B [TaHaMe. TloToM npuexan ciofa U Hayan 3Kcrne-
PUMEHTHPOBaTh C pacTeHUAMH. OH X04YET MOCMOTpPETh, KaKue
TpoNnuYeCKHe PacTeHUs] MOTYT BRHIPACTH TakK Hajieko Ha ceBepe.
Kanutan JleBepeTT 3aHHTEpECOBAICS €ro MPOEeKTOM H OTaal
eMy ocTpoBoK Bepne Ku B kadecrBe cana. Ho xxuBeTt noktop Ha
octpoBe Mcuesnysuiieii Jlenu, Tak 4yTo HaM BCeM OYE€HDb MOBE3JO.
IloBepbTe, OH XOpOLIO 3HACT CBOE PEMECIIO.

— Cnacub6o... — Ilepcuc 6bu1a cierka yrHeteHa. Hemokone-
6uMoe 1oCTOMHCTBO MUccHUC [1paiiop AelicTBoBano Ha Hee TaK
Xe TToAABSAIoNIe, KaK U B akageMuu Mucc ITukerr. OHa npeBpa-
1Ianach B IIKoAbHKULY. M Takoe nonoxeHue el He HPaBUIOCH.

— A tenepb, Mos goporas mucc Pyk... — JloMonpaBuTesib-
HHULA TOBOPWIA TaK Xe€ PeHIUTEIbHO H BJIACTHO, KaK Mucc [1u-
KETT, KOr[a Ta cooMpaaach pMKa3ath YTO-TO AEJIaTh «paf cob-
cTBeHHoOro 6;1ara». — IloueMy ObI BaM He CITYCTHTHCS Ha BEpaHy.
TaM roToBa efa. A Tak Kak OypsA KOHYHJIACh, Ha BepaHJe ropasio
NMPUATHEH.

BHyTpeHHsis1 peakiiusi [1lepcuc 6bu1a Takoit e, KaK Ha npH-
Ka3bl Mucc ITukeTT, To eCTb XOTeNoCh MOCTYNUTh HaobopoT. Ho
3TO IJIymnasi pe6sawIHBoCcTh. U oHa nolilia Ha BepaHy.

KopoTkas nporyika o nepBoMy 3Taxy, K yausjieHuio Ilep-
CMC, MTOKa3aJia eil, 4YTo TaKoi IOM BIIOJIHE MOT OBl pacnoJiaraTbCs

17



AHQIP3 HOPTOH

B lyunieM paitoHe Hbio- Hopka. Boratas Me6yMpoBKa, BelHKO-
JienHble ToJicTbie KOBpBl. HarpabneHHoe Bo BpeMsi Kopabiiekpy-
LIEHMi, ¢ OTBpaieHueM ayMana Ilepcuc, xoTs He MorJia caep-
KaTb JI00OMNBITCTBA.

Ee no3HaHHus 0 TOM, YTO MPOUCXOAUT HA 3THX OCTPOBax (Bna-
JeJIbLbI Kopabieil, C KOTOphIMU ObLT 3HAKOM €€ Jisilisl, OTKPOBEHHO
Ha3bIBAJIM UX XUTeNeil MMpaTaMH ), OCHOBBIBAJIUCh Ha pa3roBopax
¢ mageil. To, yTo OHa yBuAEa, eil He MOHpaBuIoCh. KoneuHo,
peKep ROJIXEH MMEThb NPaBUTEILCTBEHHYIO JMLIEH3UI0, OH UMeeT
MpaBo Ha Bo3HarpaXxaeHu e 3a CriaceHHe CyHa v 110 3aKOHY MoIy4a-
eT yacTb rpy3a. Ho ocraercs ¢akToM, 9T0O OH XHMBET Ha HECYACTBSIX
JAPYTHUX — U HEIUIOXO XHUBET, CYIs [0 0OCTaHOBKE 3TOTO J0Ma.

Ho tenepb, no Kpaitneit Mepe, pekepbl 31eCh IeHCTBYIOT 1O
aMEepMKaHCKUM 3aKOHaM, a 6araMLiam (0 KOTOPBIX XOOAT AOBOJIb-
HO TEMHBIE CJIyXH) ZOCTYT B 3T BoAbl 3anpeieH. Ho u 06 3Tux
TOBOPAT, YTO OHU 3aMaHMBAIOT KOpab6iau Ha pudrl, noasepras
MX OMACHOCTH.

Tlepcuc BriliL1a Ha BepaHIy M OCTaHOBWIACh. OHA CoBepllleH-
HO 3a0bU1a 0 HACKHIITH, HA KOTOPOii CTOUT IOM U KOTOPYIO OHA BU-
Jesa U3 okHa cBepxy. MU Teneps eii moka3sanoch, 4To OHa Ha Bep-
LIHHE X0JIMa, C KOTOPOTo BUAHO Mope 3ejieHOH pacTUTebHOCTH
1 6eJible yChITIaHHbIE PaKyLIKaMU MEecKU TUTsKeid.

Y cTona cTosIM HECKOJIbKO TPOCTHUKOBLIX CTYJIbEB, CTOJT ObLT
HaKpPHIT CETYATOM CKATEPTHIO, NMTOX0XEH Ha 3aHaBeCH KpoBaTeil.
3a cronoMm cresia MoJIoAeHbKasl IeBYIIKa U cMoTpeJia Ha [lepcuc
C BBIpaXkKeHHEM, OIM3KUM K OTKPOBEHHOH rpy0oOCTH.

B TiiaTenbHO npuyecaHHbIE BOJIOCHI JEBYIIIKHU, LIBETa OYeHb
CBET/IOTO 30J10Ta, ObUIH BIUIETEHBI LBeThl. Bee Teso ncKycHo 3a-
LIUIIEHO OT XIYy4Yero CojJHLA 1ora. TeMHble 6pOBH M PECHHULIbI
MPUAABAIIM IPKOCTh U HPUBJIEKATEIBHOCTE YE€pTaM JIMLIA, KOTO-
poe Ilepcuc Halwia HeCKoJIbKO aep3kuM. Ha 1ekax y Hee MoyTu
He ObUI0 KPacKH, HO MAJIEHbKHUi1 POT ¢ BBICTYTIAIONICH HUXHEN
ry6oii BnaxHo KpacHe, Kak 6yATo oHa HelaBHO cheJla KOHde-
Ty C KOpULIEHA.

JeByliika yabIOHYJIaCh, YyTh CKJIOHHJIAa YKpallleHHYIO LIBETa-
MU TOJIOBY, IVIa3a ee MoJ onaxaloM TEMHbBIX peCHUILL CYy3WJIHCh.
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BEEP C T'TA3AMM M3 OIIAJIA

— MHe 3T0 1aThe HUKOTAA He HpaBWiIoch. BaM LBET ABHO
MOAXOIMT Gosblile, yeM MHe. — OTKpBITOE MpU3HaHUe GbUIO cle-
JIAHO TOHOM, KOTOpbIii MO3BOJISAET NMPEANoiaraTb, YT0 MyCIHMHO-
Bble IUIaThd JIAIMOHHOTO IIBETa — CaMOe OOBIYHOE [IEI0.

— S monxHa nob6iarogapuTh Bac 3a 3TO IJIaThbe, — OTBETWIA
[Mepcuc 4yt peskoBato. CTOWIO NOCAEAUTS 3a si3bikoM. Ho ¢ ca-
MOTO NepBOro 3HakoMcTBa Mucc JIuaus JleBepeTT eii He noHpa-
BUJIaCh. A Ha Hee He MOX0Xe Cpa3y OLyLaTh HENMPUI3Hb K KO-
MY-TO.

— Jlo6po noxanosats Ha UcuesHyBiylo Jlenu, — Jinnusa yka-
3aJ1a Ha CTyJ HanpoTHB ce6s1. — Hy, no kpaiiHeii Mepe, 6ypst KOH-
yunack. ECiu cafere cloja, okaxeTech CIIMHOI K Mopio. Heco-
MHEHHO, Bbl Ha HETO Y€ HaCMOTPEJIUCh.

YT0-TO B ABHOM IpeHebpexeHuH MHUcc JleBepeTT Ko BceM 00-
LIECTBEHHBIM YCJIOBHOCTAM M TOHKOCTAM 3acTaBuio [lepcuc Ha-
CTOPOXHUTBCH.

— Takoe cTpaHHoe HazBaHWe — Wcue3HyBluas Jlenu, — oHa
yXBaTHJIACh 32 NEPBYIO Xe TEMY VIS pa3roBopa. [OBOpUTH O Kpy-
LLIEHUH €l He XOTeJIOCh.

— Hert, ecnu 3HaTh Hauly UcTOpHIO. bbuia eau, U oHa vc-
yesna. [Iponana. Teneps oHa Haul npu3pak. bynbre ocTopox-
Hbl. [OBOpAT, OHa NMPMHOCUT HECYACThe Ty3eMLaM, KOTOphle
¢ Heil BcTpevyalorca... CTo JieT Ha3al 34ecCh CTosla MUpaTcKas
KkpenocTtb. OCHOBaHHE 3TOT0 I0Ma — 4acTb ¢opTa, NOCTPOEHHO-
ro Jixxekom CatuHoBas Py6aiiika. Ho ewie go 3roro 3aech 6buia
Hacbinb, caenaHHasa [IpeBHUMMN. — JIuaus nomMonayaia U CTpaH-
HO B3IJISTHYJIA HA TOCTBI0. — OCTPOBUTSIHE PacCKa3bIBalOT O HUX
CTpaliHble HCTOPHU — O KPOBHU M XEPTBOMPHUHOILLEHUSAX. DTH
JlpeBHUe ObUIHM I'MTAaHTaAMH, U UX CTPeJibl NPOOUBAIY JaThl UC-
naHies. Ho B KOHLIE KOHLIOB MCMAHLBI HX Beex nmepebwin. Kpo-
Me I'pSI3HONM CTapoii BeAbMbl ACKpPbl, €CJIM OHa JE€HCTBUTENBHO
M3 MX yKcia. bor BUINT, OHa Takas cTapas, 4To 3TO BIOJHE MO-
xeT 6biTh npaBaoii. [loToM nupaTh! NMoJ KoMaHAoBaHueM Jhxe-
Ka HaIaJM Ha HCNaHLEB U, B CBOIO oYepelb, epeOIin Bce Ha-
ceJleHHe oCTpoBa — KpoMe 3Toli caMoii eau. OHa ObuUta XeHol
KOMEHJAHTa U J04ephbl0 KAKOIo-TO 3HATHOTO YesioBeka, U Jkek

19



AHZIPD HOPTOH

B3s1J1 ee ceOe B KaueCTBE CBOCH JOJIN TOOBIYU. A MOTOM €ro Halll-
JIM MEPTBBIM, a OHa HcYe3a... [ToToM onATb BEpHYJUCh UCTIaH-
LBI, M TaK U MIPOAOJIKANIOCK... I Bac Hamyraia, Mucc Pyk, BceMHu
3THMMH KpOBaBbIMHU CKa3KaMH? Y Hac NpoCTO JOJDKHBI OBITh NPH-
3paku. Beb TyT CTOJIbKO BCAKOTO MPOUCXOAMAO. A OCTPOBUTSIHE
KJISTHYTCA, YTO NPU3PaKH CYILIECTBYIOT.

Tlepcuc ynsioHynachk. Eciu JIuaus cyuTaer, 4To 9TH J€TCKUE
CKa3KH ee 3anyraloT, OHa He 04eHb BHICOKOTO MHEHHUs 00 yMme
TOCTBH.

— O MHOTHX CTAPHHHBIX MECTaX CJIOXEHBI TAKME UCTOPHHU, —
cIepXaHHO OTBeTWIa oHa. — Jlaxe B Hbio-Mopke.

— Hplo-Hopk! — JIunus seinpsiMuiaack. — Kak 6B g XoTe-
na BepHyThca B Hblo-Mopk! Boo6iie oTpaBUTLCA KyAa YTOAHO,
nojanbliie orciogal — OHa pe3Ko BCTaNA H ITOJOLLIA K NepUiaM
BEPaHIBI, XMYPO [JiAas Ha 3ejieHb McuesnyBiuei Jlenm.

I'masa BTOpasa

— 3Hauwur, Bbl 6b1Bau B Helo-Mopke? — TlepcHc HECKOJIBbKO
HeTePNeHBO B3IJITHY/Ia HA XO35MKy, OHA ObLla rojloJHa, HO He-
BEXJIMBO HAYHHATh eCTh 6€3 NMpHUTIJIallieHHS.

IlInpokas 06Ka JIuauu 3aurypiiaia Ipy pe3KoM MoBOpOTe.

— 1 — B Hulo-Hopke? — OHa cepAHTO paccMesiach. —
A yyuwnach B mikosie B Yapsicrayne u B Ku-Yacre, u 310 Bce —
¢ Tex nop, xak Kpio peuwins noceautbcs 3fech. Ho poaunach
51 B Hplo-Mopke. X0TS H He TOMHIO 3Tor0.

OHa BepHyJach K CTOJIY H HETEPIeIUBO ACPHYIA 3a CETKY.
BTOT XeCT COOTBETCTBOBAJ €€ Pe3KOMY TOHY.

— BBITh 3aKT1104€HHOI 3[IeCh — OT 3TOTO OJHOTO MOXHO YBH-
JeThb 1100bix npuspakos. Korna ckyyaelib, B roJioBy NPUXOAST
caMble CTpaHHBIE PaHTa3UH.

OHa cbesia Bcero JIMIb Kycok xiieba ¢ mxeMoM. 3ato [lepcuc
C anmnmeTUTOM MPOTIJIOTHIIA MeYeHbe, He3HaKOMBbIe (PYKTH U BET-
YHHY, Hape3aHHYI0 0YeHb TOHKO H O4eHb BKYCHYI0. Ha necept
MoJATH 3aBapHOii KpeM C HelMpHUBBIYHBIM BKycoM. OH Ilepcuc
TOXe OYeHb HOHPABHJICH.
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BEEP C T'JIABAMM M3 OIIAJIA

JInauda nocraBuaa pyky Ha CToJI, oriepjlach Ha HUX moadopoa-
KOM M ycTpeMuia B3rsia Ha Tlepcuc.

— Pacckaxurte MHe o Hblo-Hopke, — npuka3sana oHa.

Ho easa Ilepcuc 3aroBopuia, Kak ee rmpepBaa pe3Kui jaio-
1Mt 3ByK. JInnusi MTHOBEeHHO BCKOYIJIA HA HOTM M HAaNpaBWIach
KO BXOHY B IOM.

— 3aMeTwin Kopabiib... — OHa cooBLIMIa TOMBKO 3TO M UC-
yesna.

3apasuBlIKChL BO30yXKaeHHeM X03siiiKH, Ilepcuc nocienona-
na 3a Heil. JInaus yxe mogHUManach 1o JeCTHULE, IpUaepXuBast
100Ky 00¢MMH pyKaMH, YTOOBI OBICTpEE UATH.

OHM NOJHAJTUCH MO TPEM NpoJieTaM — TPETHH OKa3ajics OYeHb
Y3KUM M KPYTBIM — H BHILUTH Ha TUIOCKYIO KPHILIY, OTpaXAeHHYIO
nepwiaMu. U3 gimka, ykpervieHHoro y nepwi, Jinausa nocraia
NMoA30pHYI0 TPYOy. U, NpUKpBIB OAYH I71a3, MOCMOTpEJIa Ha Mope.

— OH Bce-Taku nocMen! — lNosoc ee Bo30yXIeHHO 3BEHE. —
310 «Ypaua 6ypu»! — Jluausa yasi6anace. — O, Kpio npuzer
B sipocth! He Mory noxnatbesi, 4ToObl B3MISIHYTh Ha ero JIMLO,
KOTZa OH YBUAMT €€ 3A€eCh.

— OTt0 KOpabab Bawlero 6pata? — yauuiaack Ilepcuc.

— Her. Ero xopa6ns Ha3biBaeTcs «HenpeB3oiiieHHEBIH». A 3T0
Kkopabab Panbda. Panbga I'pumiona. OH ¢ baraMckux ocTpoBOB.

— Ho s cyutana, — Ilepcuc 3acnoHuna rnasa, Ho 6e3 noa3op-
Ho# TpyObI BUAEA TOJBKO KaKylo-TO TeHb, — 4TO peKepbl ¢ ba-
raM He 3aXoIfIT B 3TH BOJIHI...

JInausa Herepneauso ¢GHIPKHYIA:

— Mope He pa3ropoxeHo, Kak noje. U 6araMiisi TyT ruiaBaiu
3a10JIr0 0 Hac. ¥ HUX €CTb CBOM MpaBa, XOTA TaKHe JII0OAU, KaK
Kpio, CIMIIKOM BJIaCTHHI, YTOOH NMPU3HaBaTh 3T0. Panibd Boaut
«Ynaugy 6ypH» Kyla 3axoyeT. A eciiM KakoH-HUOyAb Katep U3 Ku-
Y3cTa M NpUBSIXETCSA, OH YBUIMT TOJIbKO KopMy. K ToMy Xxe, —
YJIBIOKA e€ CTaJia OHHOBPEMEHHO PalOCTHOM M XUTpoOii, — y Panb-
¢ba umeeTcs ocobasi HpUYKHA NMOSABJIATHCA 34eChb, — M HE TIPEMJIO-
xuB [lepcuc nonzopHyio TpyGy, 0HA NMOJNOXN/1a ee Ha3al B SALIMK.

— Ho #axe oH He MOXeET ClIeJIaTh BeTep CHIbHee, — YyTb MO-
roas npoaoxuwia Jlnaus. — IpoiineT HECKOJIbKO YacoB, Mpexie
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yeM... — TYT OHa 3aMoJ1yaia, IS YXXe He Ha Mope, a Ha TO, 4TO
HaxXomWioCh HEMOCPEACTBEHHO Nepel IoMOM. YJIBIOKa ee Hcue3-
Jla, CMEHMBLLIHCh MPaYHbIM BHIPAXEHUEM.

Tepcuc npocnenuna 3a ee B3nisagoM. Hackinb, Ha KOTopoii
OBLJT BO3ABUTHYT JIOM, COEIUHSJIACH MOJOCKOM 3eMJIN — JaM-
60i1 — ¢ npuyaaoM, HO y ee OCHOBaHHS TUIECKAIach BOAA U y3-
KU KaHaJ1 BeJl MpsIMO B Mope. BbIxon M3 KaHana HaxoAWICs y ca-
MO# IPUCTAHHU, MO-NIPEXHEMY 3aTPOMOXICHHOM SIILIMKAaMU U 60-
YOHKaMH.

Ilo kaHay oT MPUCTAaHU ABUTATACH HEOObILAS JIOAKA C IBY-
Ms rpeduamn, u JIuaus cMoTpesia HMeHHO Ha Hee. CXaB KyJak,
OHa yAapwWIa UM IO MepuiaM.

— JIxxoHHU M>aiicoH! — OHa CJI0BHO BBITUTIOHYJIA 3TO UMST. —
Ycapiian curaai pakoBMHBL ¥ otnipaBwics K Kpio. BedHo oH
BMelunBaeTcsa! — OHa nmoxana ruiedaMd. — Hy u nycts. Emy 310
He moMoxeT. Kpio Toxe.

JInpus ycrpeMmnach K jectHuile. [lepcHc criyckanach ocTo-
POXHO, pelluB, uTo JInaus norpyxeHa B CBOM MBICIH U 3a0blia
o Heil. Ho B BepxHeM Kopuaope X035iiKa 0CTaHOBMJIACh U OIJIsI-
HYJacCh.

BripaxeHue HeTOBOJILCTBA, MYCTh U Cj1aboe, HCue3no. Yibio-
Ka 6oJbllie He Ka3ajlach HH CEpAUTO, HM XUTPOiA.

— Bbl cipamiBanu 06 Ucuesnysnieit Jlenu, — K 3ameia-
tenbeTBY [lepcuc, oHa coBepilieHHO OCTaBWIa TeMy «Yaa4yu 6y-
pY» U ee KallUTaHa. — Y MeHsl eCTh BpeMsi 1oKa3aTh BaM Beep —
Beep NMpu3paka.

Omna B3suia [lepcuc 3a pyku, CJI0BHO OHM OJIM3KHE M JIy4lliHe
nmoipyr — IlepcuC HECKOJIBKO BCTPEBOXKIIACH TaKOM OLICTpOit
CMeHOM HaCTPOEeHHUs1, — M OTBEJa FOCThIO B CHANIbHIO HA BTOPOM
3TaXe Y CaMOH JIECTHHIIHI.

— CbloKH, — HeTepneauBo obpaTuiaach JINAUS K YepHOKO-
Kel AeBYILKe , KOTOpas CKJlanbiBajia 6ejibe B AIMKH MPEKPaCHOTo
pe3Horo KkoMoaa, — ocraBb 310. Ckaxu Mam Po3, yto y Hac Ha
YXHHe OyaeT roctb, ocoobiii rocte. HaMm noHano6urcsa Hanoneo-
HOBCKU ¢apdop U dyyiee cTtofoBoe cepedbpo. Unu!
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— Ja, M3M, — 1 CBhIOKM MCYe3Jia, OCTAaBUB KOMHATy B 6ecno-
psinke. Ilepcuc peminna, yto 3TOoT GECNOPANOK — AeJio pyK JIu-
Iun. Xo3diika pbUiach B CTApUHHOM MOPCKOM CYHIIYKe, TOBOpS:

— Hu oauH oCTpOBUTSAHHH He MPUTPOHETCA K 3TOi BElllM.
OHH CYMTAIOT, YTO OHA IPUHOCHUT HecyacThe. Kpio Hallles 310, —
OHA IMHYJA CYHIYK HOCKOM Ty(dUId, — B TecKe IoJ ckanoi. Bee,
YTO OCTAJIOCh OT CTAPOro NUpAaTcKoro dopra. S ynpocuia ero ot-
JaTbh CYyHAYK MHe. ChlIOKH H OCTaJIbHbIE 3HAIOT, YTO OH Y MEHS.
OHHM CYMTAIOT, YTO I MOrY HANYCTHTb Ha HMX HecyacThs. Ilo-
3TOMY BCeraa AenaloT, uto s1 Beio. [lone3Has mryka. A, BOT OH!

OHa nogouuia K OKHy, Hecsl B pyKax JepeBsIHHYIO LIKaTyJKy.
Hocrana U3 Hee Beep, pacnpaBuia U NMOACTABUJIA MO COTHEY-
HBIH JIyY.

Ilepcuc MpUXoIUIIOCh BUIETh U3SAIIHBIE Beepa U3 CIOHOBOM
KOCTH, KOTOpbIe MHOI 1A NPOoJaloT KUTaiicKue Kyniibl. U Beepa n3
CaHAAJIOBOTO AepeBa, KOTOPLIMH MOJbL3YI0TCs JeToM. CYMTaeTCs,
YTO apOMAT JiepeBa MO3BOJISIET Jierye NepeHOCUTD Xapy. DTOT Xe
Beep ObLT MMOX0X U B TO Xe BpeMs He MOX0X Ha apyrhe. YepHrie
JOILIEYKH, CTAHYTBIE JICHTOM, NPATAIKUCH NMoJ 6oJiee MIOTHBIMH
JOILEYKAMHU-KPBIIIKAMH, Ha KOTOPBIX ObUIM BhIpe3aHbl H306pa-
XEHHS KOIleK C [J1a3aMHU U3 GJIECTAIIMX TEMHO-CHHUX KaMHEI.
A BHYTPHU JAeBYUIKA YBHJEJA ONATb-TAKU KOILEK, OXOTAIIHXCSA
B TpaBe, CHAIIUX, CHISIIUX.

— DTH KaMHH Ha3BbIBAIOTCA YePHHIMU omanamMu, — Jiuaus
yKa3ajia Ha ra3a-KaMHu. — Tak ckazan Kpio B Ku-Yacre onun
1oBeaup. OH CYMUTAET, YTO UM JBECTH-TPHUCTA JIeT, HO He 3HaeT,
rie UMeHHo caenaH Beep: B Kutae wiu B Utanuu. OH Bolie6-
Hblil. ToBopAT, ¢ ero nomounbio Ucuesnysuias Jlean yousa dxe-
ka CaTtuHOBYI0 PyGalliky, HOTOM ITPOCTO B3MaxHyJjla BEEpOM, U €€
He ctano. — Jluaug paccMmesinacb. — Jlapaiite, noTporaiite ero.
DTH KOUIKU He KYCAIOTCS U He liapanajotcsd. MHe OHH HH4Yero
He CcHeNaiu.

IlepcHc HEOXOTHO NMpPOTAHYJa pyKy. Beep ObL1 10BOJILHO He-
OOBIYHBIi, XOTS M NpeKpacHbIii. JleBymKa He Bepiia B TO, YTO OH
MOXET MPUHECTH HECYACThE, HO BCE PABHO €€ 0XBAaTILI0 KaKoe-TO

23



AHIP3 HOPTOH

CcTpaHHoe oulylieHue. [epcuc NpUHsIaCh pasrisiabIiBaTh KOIIEK.
OHH — OHa NOMCKaJla HYXHO€E CJIOBO — BBHITJISAEU KaK-TO He-
ecrectBeHHO. Ho, pacKkpbIB Beep MOJIHOCTDBIO, IeBYLIKA TTOYYB-
CTBOBaJIa, C/IOBHO KOIIKH OHEHHBAIOLLIE CMOTPAT Ha Hee. buicTpo
3aKpbUia Beep U BepHyaa JInanu.

— OueHb HeoObIYHAS Belllb, — CKa3aia oHa. [lepcuc Buaena,
yto JInansg BHMMaTeIbHO HabmoaaeT 3a Heil. Moxer, xeJias yoe-
IMThCSI, YTO OHA TaK X€e CyeBepHa, KaK U OCTPOBUTSHE.

— Ja. — JIuaus noyioxuia Beep Ha3ajx B HIKATYJKY, a Ty YJIO-
XWIa B CYHAYK, He AeJiasi MOMbITOK MOA0OpaTh Bellii, KOTOpbIe
pa3dpocasa Bo BpeMs: MOHCKOB. — Ho caMoe cTpaHHoOe, YTO, XOTS
Beep BCerna 3ech, MPU3PaK AEPXUT ero B pykax. MHe Kaxertcs
3a0aBHO# MBICJIb O TIPU3PAYHOM Beepe. A Ternepb s JOMXKHA Hal-
1 MHccuc [Tpaiiop. Ecnu s yroBopio ee, oHa 1acT HaM XOpOLLETro
BHHA... UneMTe co MHO#, eclii XOTHTe.

ITepcuc nokayasa royoBoii:

— 51 nonmxHa 3arasaHyTh K Asae. Cnacu6o.

Koraa ona moctyuyana B aBepb, Illly6an cpa3y OTKpbUI, CJIOBHO
C TPEBOTOM XJiaj ee MOSIBJIEHHUSI.

— Miucc IMepcuc, noxanyiicra... Xo3MH He cmuT. OH cripa-
LIMBAaJ Bac.

Hano 6bu10 mpuiitu paHbiie. [Toyemy oHa no3ponuna Jiuanu
MoMeaTh UCMOJHEHHIO ee gonra? Tlepcuc TopoTIMBO NoOAoIILIA
K KpoBaTH. CTpaHHO OBIJIO CMOTPETh CBEPXY BHU3 B 3TH LUHPOKO
paccraplieHHbIe ra3a. Jlaxe B ctapoctu Asiasi OracTMH ocTaBa-
Csl OYE€Hb BBICOKMM U JAEPXAJICS OYEHDb MPSIMO.

— 4 3mecs, cap. [IpoctrTe, YTO HE MPHUIILTA paHbLIIe...

OH c 60bIIUM YCHIHEM MOITHSIT PYKY.

— He BaxHo... — Tonoc ero, XoTb U XpUILIbIH, COXpaHUI
MPEXHIOI0 BEXJTUBYIO OTYYXKIEHHOCTD.

— 51 nonxeH Koe-410 00BSICHUTDL TeOe, Ilepcuc, — oH roeo-
PWJI C May3aMHu U Tsxeno abiiia. [lepcuc ¢ TpeBoroit NpuCIyIm-
BaJIach K €ro AbiXaHHi0. — Ml Bceraa TuleciaBUMcs CBoeii CUIIoi
U He AyMaeM o ciaboctu. ... BeposiTHo, s1 ONMyCTHA OLIKOKY,
MpeANpPUHAB 3To MyTelecTBUe. Cepbe3Hylto oirnoxy. Ho, orna-
JABIBasCh Ha3all, He BUXY BO3MOXHOCTH MOCTYTIMTh UHaye... Thl
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3Haelllb, YTo Heygadu «Pyk ¥ KoMmaHu» CHIIbHO NTOOPBaU Ha-
e coctosiHue. S Mor 6b1 BOCCTAHOBUTD 3TU MOTEPHU, HO BpeMs
CTaI0 MOUM BparoM. A CIIMILIKOM cTap, a 3To TIpU3HaBaTh He-
JIETKO.

Ero npsiMoii B3rIaa TpeGoBai, YTOOLI OHA He MPOABsIa HU-
KaKOro COUYBCTBHSL.

— Tpu Mecslla Ha3ajl... — OH OCTAaHOBHUJICA M 3aKalLISNCS;
Hly6an ensa He otroikHyn [lepcuc, Ho 60JLHOM NTOAHSA PYKY
U XXECTOM OTCTPaHWII CJIYTY, — ... S MOJIYYIJI BaXXHOE COObIIeHHeE.

Kak u Bo Bcex ceMbsiX, y Hac eCTh CBOM TaliHbl. Thl, HECCOMHEHHO,
HHUKOTJa He ciibliiaia 06 AMoce Pyke, — TYT OH He cTan XIaTb
OTBeTa. — Y MO€ero oTia 6bu1 Miaaaliuii 6pat AMoc. B qHu Halueii
PEBOJIIOLIMM OH JPYXHJI C MOJIOABIMHM aAHTIMHCKMMHU O(bULIEpaMH,
KOTOpBIE CJIYXHIH B apMHHU, OKKyTiMpoBasiueii Hoio-Hopk. Jpy-
TMMHU CJIOBaMU, OH MPOBO3racui ceds «iosnucroM»'. Koraa aH-
ruiickas apMUs BHIHYKI€Ha Oblla 3BaKYUPOBATLCA, OH coOpa
3HAUMUTENbHYIO CYMMY, B TOM YKCJIe U U3 JeHET, YKpaleHHbIX
y cBOMX corpaxnaH. U ¢ atTumu geHbramu otnpasuicsa B Bect-
HUuauio. Ho yacTh 3THX feHer He Oblia MojlyueHa HeyeCTHhIMM
nmyTaMu. Ux eMy JoBepusia ero oBIOBEBIIAs MaTh. DTHU AEHBIH
OHa MpegHa3Hayasa B KayecTBe MPHIaHoro cecTpe AMoca, a Tak-
e 1151 ce6s B cTapocTy. Y6eras u3 Holo-Mopka, AMoc He npen-
CTaBMJ1 HUKAKOTO OTYETA 110 3TUM cpeAcTBaM. Moii otell, a mo3xe
s1 U Moii 6pat JIKyMaH cojepXanu Haily 6a0ymKy. Ml y3Hanu,
4T0 AMOC 060CHOBaJIcA Ha baraMCKHX ocTpoBax U MOCTPOUJI TaM
JIBa KOpaois 1 MOMCKOB MOTepNeBIINX KpyieHue. Co BpeMe-
HEM OH XEeHMJICA Ha BAOBE, M y Hero poauics cbiH. Ho 31oT ChiH
npomnaj B Mope. IToatoMy y AMoca 3aKOHHBIX HaC/IEZHUKOB He
ObLTO. YMUpasi, OH OCTaBUJI CBOE COCTOSIHUE BNOBE, XEHIUUHE
6/1aropa3syMHoii u 6epexnpoil. OHa, a TaKXe HeCKOJbKO Ipy-
I'MX XeHIIMH HA OCTPOBax MOJIYYMJIH JOJH B ero Kopabasx. Ho
€ro BAOBa 0Ka3ajlaCh TakXe XeHIIMHOoi yecTHoii. Pa3bupas me-
Jia MOKOWHOro MyxXa, OHa HaTKHY/ach Ha MUchMa Moel 6ady1I-
KH, B KOTOPBIX Ta NIpocuJia AMoca BepHyTb AeHbrd. Kcratu, Ha

! JlosancTaMHu Ha3bIBATH aMEpHKaHLIEB, KOTOpPblE HE MOALEPXHUBAIN
otaenenne CoenHeHHbiX LiTaToB oT AHrnuU. — [lpum. nepes.
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3TH MUCHMA OH TaK U He OTBETWI. BioBa HeMeUIeHHO Hanucana
B Hblo-Hopk 1 npemioxuna BLILIATHTb HYXHYIO CyMMy. B To
BpeMs s1 O6b1 110 nejiaM B JIOHIOHE, U CO MHO# HE CBA3AIUCH.
Moii 6par IxynuaH, 6a6ylIKa ¥ TeTd DicaHOp YMEDPIIH B Teue-
HMe JIBYX Helle/Ib OT XeJITOM JIMX0opaaKH, KOTopasi TAXeO yaapH-
Jia TEM JIETOM I10 CTpaHe. MeHs BbI3BAJIM JOMO#, HO MUCBMO LIUTO
JOJITO, Y TOJILKO 4€epe3 HECKOMbKO MECSILIEB S Y3HAI O NHUChME
BAOBBE AMoca. OIHaKo B To BpeMs 1 ObUT CIMIIIKOM 3aHAT Jeja-
MH CBO€it KOMITaHUH, U, MOCKOJIBKY IOJT OTHOCWICA K 6ady1luke,
s1 HUCbMEHHO NobJaroaapi Muccuc Pyk U coobiumi, 4To cyu-
Talo AOJT MoralieHHBIM, TaK KakK BCe, KOTO OH Kacajcs, YMEpJIH.
U 6osble MHOTO JieT 06 3ToM He BcnoMuHal. Ho He3anoiro no
noxapa, KOTOpbIi TaK CyllI€CTBEHHO CKa3aJicd Ha HalleM COCTO-
SIHMH, S IOJTYYHJ1 ITUCBMO OT NoBepeHHOTo MUcCHC Pyk Ha ocTpo-
Bax. B nucbMe coobianoch, yTo Muccuc Pyk, noxuBiias oo npe-
KJIOHHOTO BO3pacTa, HeAaBHo yMepia. OHa ocraBuia Gonbliloe
COCTOSTHHE, KOTOpOE B 3aBeIIaHUU pa3fe/injia B paBHBIX JOMSIX
MeXIy NOTOMKaMHM Moeil 0abyliku M OJIaTOTBOPUTEIbHBIMHU
doHaamu. CyMMa HacjieaCTBa 0Ka3alach 04eHb 3HAYUTEIbHOIM.
Torna s1 cobpai Bce MMCbMa U JOKYMEHTDI, OTHOCSILIIHECS K 3TOMY
CIY4alo... — CTapUK XECTOM YKa3al Ha MPUKPOBATHLIA CTOJIMK.
TaM nexan HeOoNbIIIOI, 3aKPbITHIIf Ha 3aMOK, noptdeb. — Jlo-
KYMEHTHI JOKa3bIBaIOT 3aKOHHOCTb HAILIMX MPUTSA3aHMIA.

Jluio ero nocepeno, XoTst FOBOPWI OH MO-TIPEXHEMY OTUET-
JINBO, KaK BCEeraa, Aejas nay3nl Mexay ciopaMi. Ho BoT oH 3a-
Moy, u [llyban npoTUcHy/ICA MUMO JeBYIIIKH U NMOJHEC K 110~
CHHEBIIIMM I'y0aM xo3sMHa crakaH. dsas OracTUH OTIHI, NO-
TOM MeVIEHHO CHOBA MOJHSI rojioBy. OH He OTPHIBAJ B3r/sIa
ot Ilepcuc. B rna3ax ero ropejia SpocTHasi peIIMMOCTb, KOTOpas
MeHsJ1a BelpaXXeHHe OCYHYBILIErocs JIMHA.

— Thi... — YacTble MOBEPXHOCTHBIE B3AOXH MPEPHIBAIHA €T0
peyb. — THI HOJLKHA BCE 3TO 3aITOMHUTD!

— 3anoMHI0, 14985 OTacTHH.

['naza ero 3akpbuiich, 1 Ly6an Mo4a XecToM NOMpoCKI €€
oToWTH. Cnyra NMpoBOAMI AeBYLIKY A0 IBEPH, KaK OYATO XOTe
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y6eauThes, 4To oHa yuuta. Ho BHHMaHHe ero 6bU10 YCTpEMJIEHO
K 4eJ0BEKY B MOCTEJIN.

IMepcuc BepHyJiach B CBOIO KOMHATY IO APYTYIO CTOPOHY KO-
punopa. Utak, y 3TOTO nMyTellecTBHSl Ha OCTpOBa UMeJach pe-
anbHasA NPUYMHA, a4 HE MPOCTO MOUCK 310POBbSA, KOTOpOE Asiie
OracTiHy He cyXIeHo 6o/blie HalTH. [IeByllIKa 0CTaHOBUJIACh
Y OKHa, KOTOPOE BBIXOJWIO Ha MPUCTaHb.

AMKHA U TIOKU MO-NpeXHEMY Tropoii Jiexaiu Ha MOMOCTe,
Ho Jiloaei He 6bU10 BUAHO. HaBepHoe, CKiIaabl MepenoJHIINCD.
MuMo nponetena NTHHA C APKUM ONepeHNEM M XPUIUIBIM KpH-
KOM; OHa 3aTepslaCh B pOCKOLIHOM 3eJIeHH, OKpyXalolleit 6ac-
ceifH M KaHai. 3aTo NMATHO B Mope, KoTopoe JInansa Ha3pajia
«Ynauyeit 6ypu», npuoOpesio 6oJiee YeTKHe OYepTaHHS.

Ho 611Xe nmo xaHainy ABUranoch gpyroe cyaHo. He iumonka
€ XopabJis, a y3Koe KaHO3, BbLIOJIONEHHOE U3 OJHOT0 60JIbILIOro
cTBosa. B KaHO3 cuaes ofuHoKUH rpedewl. HecMoTps Ha Bee ero
YCWINA, CYAEHBILIKO CIULIKOM MEICHHO NMPUGIMNXKANOCh K Ma-
JIeHbKO# MPUCTaHM, BO3Jie KOTOPOii CTOSUT 1OM. YXBaTHBUIUCH
3[eCh 3a CBAlO, rpebell — Tenephb CTajlo ICHO BUAHO, YTO 3TO XEH-
IMHA, — AOMHSJICS BBEPX, BBINPAMUICS Y NMPUBA3aJ] BEpEeBKO
CBOIO CTPAHHYIO JIOAKY.

Boxpyr Hor XeHIIMHB 6oJiTanach 1000Ka M3 BBIAEJAAHHOMN
LLKYPBI, FOJIOBY MOKPbIBaJIa LIMPOKONO0Jas UUISNa U3 KaKoro-1o
TPOCTHHKA WIH COJioMBI, TaK 4To Ilepcuc cBepxy He Moria 3a-
[JISIHYTh B JIMLIO HE3HAKOMKH. KeHIlIHA MOAHsLIa 3aBEPHYTHIH
B LIKYpY CBEPTOK M, AepXa ero y KocTisBoro 6eapa, ABUHYIaCh
K Aomy. OHa HOIHSJIACh MO eJie 3aMETHBIM CTYIIeHSIM U Hcye3sia
3a HapyXHOM CTeHOM.

* k¥

KaHo53 JIeHHBO NMOKAYMBAJIOCh Y CBaH. Y puda 6pocan AKopb
Kopa0ib, KoTopblii MpuBes JInanio B Takoe Bo30yxneHue. Ha
00JIbilIOI MPHUCTAHU COOPAIUCH JIIOAU, HabmoaasA 3a HUM. Uto-
TO B UX NMOBEACHUH F'OBOPHJIO, YTO OHU He 04eHb NIPUBETCTBYIOT
nosiB/ie HUe 3Toro Kopabiisi. ClioBHO Hao00poT, 06CYXIAI0T cpefl-
CcTBa 00OPOHBI OT BTOPXEHMA.
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Ilepcuc BCTOMHMIA paccKa3bl 0 TOM, YTO pekephl ¢ baram
M MECTHBIE He TaK JaBHO OBUTM 3aKJIATBIMH Bparamu. U ceiiyac
ellle HaMeKaloT Ha TaiiHble 60U, KOTOpble BeAyTCS 1aeKO B Heii-
TpaJbHBIX BoAax, 6e3 cCBUAETENECH.

XoTg Tenepb rpaHUIbl YCTAHOBJIEHBI 3aKOHOM H MHOTHE 6a-
raMiibl, YTOOBI HEe MOTEPATH CPEACTBA K CYIIIECTBOBaHHIO, nepe-
CeJIJIMCh Ha ocTpoBa Ku, cTapas Bpaxiaa U HEHaBHCTb Bce ellle
TJEIOT N0/ TIOBePXHOCThIO. JINausA, HECOMHEHHO, HaMeKajia Ha
To, YTO KanutaH JleBepeTT HeAoM00MBaeT X0351MHa Kopabns,
KOTOpbIH ceilyac 6pocalt SKOpb B €ro BJIafcHUAX.

Ilepcuc otouwna ot okHa. JInausa Kazanach 04eHb yBEpeHHOM
B ce6e. OHa IBHO COOHMpaIACh NPUHATHL 3TOr0 KanutaHa Paib-
¢a I'puiioHa Kak nodeTHoro rocts. Ho BocmoMMHaHKe O Mo-
cleIHUX MHHYTaxX Ha najnyoe «CTpebl», KOTHa X031MH OCTpOBa
OpocHJI ee B LITIONKY Kak TIOK TOBapa, 3actasuio Ilepcuc yam-
BUTHCA BbI3bIBAIOLIEMY ITOBEIEHHIO IEBYIIKU. Y Hee caMoii cJio-
XUJIOCh NMpeNCcTaBJIeHHE, YTO C KalUTaHOM JIeBepeTToM clieayeT
CUUTATHCS.

HTak, Bnepeau, BepoATHO, COGUPAIOTCA I'PO3OBbIE TYYH He-
CKOJIbKO Jpyroro Buaa. Ho sto He ee aeso. ['opa3no BaxkHee MpH-
OBITHS 3TOr0 KOopadiisi — KOTOpOE He HMEJIO K Heil OTHOLLIEHHSA —
ObL1 pacckas aaau OracTuHa.

CrapuKaH, I0JXHO 6bITh, — Abixanue y Ilepcuc nepexpartu-
JI0O, — MOYYBCTBOBaJ cebd ouyeHb miIoxo. OH, KOTOPHI BCeria
OBLT TaK YBepeH B ceOe, BCeraa 6bUT X03TMHOM CBOEi CyIbObI, 1a
U ee TOXe, OH JIOJXKeH ObUT HCHBITHIBATH KPaiiHI0I0 HEOOXOAM -
MOCTb, YTOOBI MYCTUTHCI B JaJICKUI NyTh U NOTpeO6OBaTh AECHb-
M Y HE3HAKOMBIX JIIOACH. A Tenepb OH paccKa3aj 06 3TOM U eil.
CocrosiHue, cBsI3aHHOEe ¢ 6ecyecTHhIM noBeaeHueM. Jaasa Ora-
CTHH Bcera 6bl1 HCTHHHO GJ1IarOpOIHBIM 4€JIOBEKOM. 3HAYUT,
OH COBCeM pa3opeH?

HenpusaTHble MBICIIM NpepBa cTyK B aBepb. [lepcuc otoaBu-
HyJia 3acOB M yBuaesa Moy, a 3a Heil AByX OCTPOBUTSIH C ee ye-
MOJaHOM. MoJUTH B3MaxoM pPYKH OTOCJIa/a UX, ee KPYIJIoe JIULIO
cepauTo XxMypuiiock. Ilocie Toro Kak npuiueaiine ¢ Heit onycTu-
JIM HOIITY Y BBILIUTH, CJIY)KaHKa (PBIPKHYJIA:
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— Ilnary TpebyioT! — OHa 3axionHyaa gpepb. — CMeIOT ro-
BOPDUTD O TjiaTe!

— Kakyio nuiary?

YrnepeB pyku B 6elpa, ¢ pacKpacHeBIIMMCS JULOM, MoJutu
MOCMOTpeJia Ha JIeBYIIIKY.

— Kaxercs, Te, KOTo CracaloT 3TH MOPCKHE NMapa3uThl, JOJIK-
HEI TUTaTUTh 32 TO, YTO UM He Janu yroHyTh! HuKoraa He cibllia-
Jia TAKUX HEXPUCTHAHCKUX CJioB! Mol oTell ObIJT ODHUM U3 TeX,
KTO TUI1aBaJl B JIOAKAaX Ha MoMolllb, Koraa y Mbica Io6poit Hanex-
JBbI Kopabiu canuanch Ha pudbl. Y He 6bU10 HUKAKOTro pa3roBopa
0 IJIaTe, KIAHYCh B 3TOM!

Tlepcuc ToXe ollyTHIa HEToxOBaHHE. DTH pekepbl! OHHU cra-
CaloT KopaliIb WK X0TH OBl €ro Tpy3, a NoToM OepyT C KanuTaHa
JeHbraM¥i WJIM 4acThlO CIMIaCeHHBIX ToBapoB. EcTecTBEHHO, YTO
crnaceHHbIe MacCaXXHphl TOXE NOJDKHBI 3aIiaTHTh pekepaM. Ho
OHa GbUIa COBEPIIEHHO COTJIaCHA C THEBHBIMHU CJIoBaMU MOJIIM.

— Onu HasBaim cyMmMmy? — OHa Bce-TakH MBITAJIACh CiepPXaTh
rHeB. smo OracTHHa He Cjie10BaJIo TPEBOXUTD eltie U 3TUM. Ho
Ilepcuc He 3Hana, 4To €if Aeyath. PazBe uTo MONMpOCUTH KanuTa-
Ha JleBepeTTa modoXxunaTh ¢ oruiatoil. Yem Gosbliie 0Ha Jymana o6
3TOi CUCTEME, TeM 6oJiee CUJIbHBII T'HeB UCMIBITHIBAJIA.

— 4 He cnpamuBaia, — otBeTwia Moy, — Ilpocro Benesna
MM MPUHECTH CIOAA Balll YeMogaH. MoXeT, TaM BHYTPH BCe MHO-
nopueHo BoRoii. TaM XOOUT OrpOMHBIN UpJaHIeL, oH GolMaH
Ha npuctaHu. Tak oH cKa3saj, YTO YeMOJaH Heb3si 6paTh, 1o-
TOMY 4YTO 3TO 4acTh rpy3a. Hy, 1 eMy cka3saja Bce, 4To aymaio!
I'py3, kak xe! Y 06 310if nutate y MeHs ecTh YTo ckKa3arb. OHHU
3TO He cKopo 3a0yayT. I UM 3asiBUJIa, YTO XO3AMH GOJIEH U He
CMOXeT roBOpUTH 00 orijiaTe. A Bac HeJb3sl 6ECMOKOUTD Moa06-
HbIMM DIyniocTsiMHi. He nyMaio, — ¢ HOTKO#1 yIOBIeTBOpEHMSA 3a-
KOHYMWJIa MoJutH, — 4To MBI enle 06 3ToM ycabimiuM. He ot 310-
ro UpJaHIua.

HTak, oHM Ha caMoM Jiefle He TocTH, noaymana Ilepcuc. He-
CMOTPS Ha BCIO CBOIO POCKOILLIb, JOM KanuTaHa JleBeperta — He-
YTO BpoJe rocTHHHLBI. Muccuc [Ipaiiop cCMOXeT NpPOSCHHUTL CTa-
TyC HEBOJIBHBIX MocTosbleB. Tlepcuc cuurtana, 4To Mo 3ToM
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Kpbilleil OTKPOBEHHO FOBOPHUTH JIyyllle BCETO HMEHHO C MUCCHUC
Ipaiiop. U coenath 310 NpeacTosio eif.

OHa NoHATHSA He MMeJia, CKOJIBKO IeHer ocTanoch y asaan Ora-
cTiHa. CMOTYT JIM OHH 3aIUIaTHThb «BbIKYTI» , KOTOPBIii TOTpebyeT
3TOT nupar-pexep. Ho ecnu 6b1 oHa XOTA OB NpeACTaBIsLIa ce-
6e cymMy... HaBepHoe, Hy>KHO GyAeT 3aIJlaTUTh M Bpady. A elue
npeacTonT rwiaBaHue B Ku-Yacr, a ortyaa Ha baraMckme octpo-
Ba. OHa, KOTopasi HUKOTJa B XXKM3HHM He MMeJia aeJia ¢ JeHbraMH,
KpoMe JOMALIHMX PacXOA0B, BCTPEBOXILUIACH U pacTepsulach.

Mosun 3ansu1achk yemMoganoM. Moxet, Ilepcuc cymeer Haii-
1 Muccuc [Ipaiiop ¥ Kak MOXHO ObICTpee pelliuTh BOIIPOC 00 UX
cTaTtyce nog 31oii Kphiilieii. Cka3aB, 4To y Hee ecTb aeno, Ilep-
CHC BHIIIUIA B KOPHAOP U CITYCTWJIACh MO nepeaHel necTHule. Ee
BHUMaHMe NMPUBJIEKIY rojioca B 3aJHel YacTH JoMa.

— BwI 3HaeTe, Mucc JInaus, yro OBl cKa3ad — U caenail — Ka-
NMUTaH, ecju 66l OH OB JOMa.

— Jla, Ho ero xe HeT. M eciiM oH MOXeT pacKpbITb CBOI JOM
nepenx TeMHU, KOro BBITALIWI cO «CTpeJibly, TO U A MOTY IPUHATD
Apyra. Moero apyra. {1 He cobupaloCch CNpalliMBaTh MO3BOJIEHUS
Kpio. KctaTu, 1 He Mory 3Toro caejiath, IOTOMY YTO €ro HeT A0-
Ma. MaM Po3 u ChlokH cenaioT To, YTo A UM BeJieia: moganyT
ayyimii papdop, u ckareptu, U eny. Panbg I'puinoH He Mop-
cKoii pa36oiiHMK. ¥ Hero B baraMax Takasi xe BaacTb, Kak y Kpio
3nech. U 51 He Xouy CTBLIUTBCA 3TOr0 10Ma, KOTAa OH NPHIET B ro-
ctu. Sl Buaena, Kak MaiicoH oTnpaBuics npeaynpeauts Kpio, Ho
MpoiIeT MHOTO YacoB, ITpeX/e YeM OH CHUMET KopabJib ¢ pucdoB
M CMOXET BEPHYTbCS. A TeM BpeMEHEM sl IPUHUMAIO DKeHT/Ib-
MEHa M CHEJal0 3TO ¢ FOCTENPUMUMCTBOM, KOTOPHIM MBI U3BECT-
HBL... — ['oJloc ee MOJHUMAJICS BCE BhLILLIE C KAXIBIM SAOBHTHIM
CJIOBOM.

Tlepcuc B cMyllieHUU XoTea Obl 0Ka3aThes MoAanbilie OT 3TO-
ro HEBOJILHOTO MoACAyIIHBaHNA. OHA OTCTYIJIA Ha HECKOJILKO
maroB. Y Koraa croikHynach ¢ KeM-TO, KTO HECJBIILIHO BOLLE,
TaK B3IpOTHYJa, YTO e€/iBa He ynaia. Pyka ynepxana ee, Kpenkas
PyKa; OHa MOBEPHYIACh U YBHJIE/1a 0OBETpeHHOE M 3aropeJsioe Ju-
1I0 HE3HAKOMIIa.
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— Kpenue nepxurtech, MaM! — CMex B I1a3ax H yabibkKa Ha
ryboax. — Hukoraa He gyMan, 4To npeBpalifych B pud, Ha KOTO-
pBIii HANOPETCS TaKOE XOPOIIEHBKOE CYIHO.

I'na3a y Hero ObUTH He TOJIBKO HacCMeEIIUTHBbIE, HO U JAep3KUe.
[Mepcuc Hanpsriaace. Eif He MOHpaBUIOCh, KaK OH HOXYEPKHYTO
pasrisiabiBaeT ee cBepXy qoHH3y. Kak 6ynaro oHa Kopabiib, 2 OH
cobupaeTcs ee KyIuThb.

Ha neM 651 cHHMIE KaM30J1 ¢ MEIHBIMY ITYTOBULIAMU, HE T10-
MYTHEBLIUMH OT MOPCKOIi BOJbl, BOJIOCH! KyApsBbIE, T0JI0Ba 06-
HaXeHa, XoTA B pyKe oduiiepckas uuisana. [lepcuc npuuuiock 3a-
JIpaTh roJIOBY, MOTOMY YTO POCTOM He3HAKOMell He YCTymal Asiie
OractuHy. Ho oH HCKpWICS XH3HBIO, B HEM HE YYBCTBOBaJIOCH
HHM HaMeKa Ha OTYYXECHHOCTD JSIM.

Ilepcuc BenbIXHYAA, MMOHSAB, YTO CMOTPUT Ha HETo NMOYTH TaK
Xe JIep3K0, KaK OH Ha Hee. A OH, OTITYCTHB PYKY JI€BYIIIKH, IO-
KJIOHWJICS.

— Panbd I'puiioH, K BalllUM yCJyraM, MM, — NPEACTABIIICS
OH. B peuu ero cabliuancs Aerkuii akiieHT. OHa Halla ero HHTe-
pecHbIM. — K JTI00BIM BallIMM YCTYTaM.

Ilepcuc moka3anoch, YTO OH MOTYEPKHYI CJIOBA «BaLLIMM»,
M NMoKpacHea eue oosbile. B 310 BpeMs ¢ KpukoM «Panbd!»
B KOpUIOp BbiGexana JInaus, pacKpblB PYKH ISl OTKPBITOTO
M BecbMa He(OpMaIbHOTO NMPHBETCTBHUS.

I'maBa TpeTshsA

Teneps y [lepcuc nponana Bcsikasg BO3MOXHOCTb OOCYIUTD
¢ muccuc Ipaiitop nocamnsiit Bonpoc o ruiate. BceooiiyM BHUMA-
HUeM 3aBJajen Jiuxoi kanuraH I'pwuioH. W Jluaus nocrapanack,
4yTOOBI BCE TaK H OCTAaBaI0Ch. BHIJIO 04EBHIHO, YTO OHA COBEp-
1LIEHHO noroieHa rocreM. [ToBeaeHue ee ObLIO JaNeKo OT MpH-
JIMYHOTO, KOTJa OHA BEIKa3bIBaJ1a KalIUTaHY TaKoe SIBHOE BHMMa-
HHe. Ilepcuc, KoTopyio XHU3Hb B foMe asaau OractuHa 1 yuyeba
B aKalleMUH MUcc TTMKeTT NpUyYuIIH K CAEepXaHHBIM MaHepaM,
cMmymiano noseaeHue JIuauu. K ToMy Xe JeBylliKa BCTPEBOXU -
JIaCh M Ha CBOM CYET, TAK KaK 3aMeTWIa IBHOE CTpeMJIEHHE Ka-
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nutaHa I'puijioHa BKIIIOYHTDb €€ B MX 00LIEeCTBO, HECMOTPS Ha
HEIOBOJILCTBO JInauu.

[Tepcuc npu3HaBaia, YTO KaIMMTaH KpacuB. JJaxe CIMILIKOM.
M Haxomuna ero MaHepy o0OpalliaThbCsl OJHOBPEMEHHO U K Heil,
U K JIuauu Bce 6onee TpeBoxaileit. HakoHel oHa H3BUHWIACD,
CKa3aB, YTo eil HeoOX0AHMMO YXaXXKMBATh 3a ASANCH, U cymena yil-
TH K cebe B KoMHaTty. Tyt oHa yBuaena MoJuiu, Kotopasi Kayaia
roJI0BOIi HaJl TPOMOKIIMM Y UCTTAYKAHHBIM COAEPXUMBIM YeMO-
JaHa.

— Tonbko nocMoTpuTe Ha 310! — ClyXXaHKa MOJHsLIA TUIaThe
M3 CBETJIO-3eJIEHOr0 MYCJIHHA ¢ 000pKaMH, BCe B MATHAX, 000p-
KH MPOMOKJIH M 06BUCTH. — $I ero BeIcTHpalo ¥ nporjiaxy. Ho,
miuce [lepcuc, oHO yXe HUKOTIa He OyleT BHITJISAeTb KPaCHBEIM
M HOBBIM, 1210 BaM CJIOBO!

HaBepHoe, elille yac Ha3aa NogoOHOE YXacHO€ COCTOSTHHE
cBoero Tyaneta Ilepcuc couna 661 Katactpodoii. Ho ceituac, xo-
TS OHA He XoTeJjla 60JblLe MoJb30BaThbcsl MUIIOCTAMHU JInanu Jle-
BEpETT, €€ YM 3aHUMAJIM ropasno Gosiee BaXHble nena.

— Moyum! — OHa noBBICHJIAa TOJIOC, BJIOXHB B HETO BCIO
BJIACTHOCTb, — THI MOXellib YCTPOUTD TaK, YTOOHI 51 TIOTOBOPHJIA
HaeanHe ¢ Mmuccuc [Ipaiiop?

— BoT 3Ta XeHIlMHA C TOJIOBOi Ha IUleyax, — 3aMeTWia Cly-
XaHka. — OHa npaBUT JOMOM, 4TO Obl HH roBopuia Mucc Jin-
Iusa, Oyaro oHa xo3giika. ¥ Hee B Ku-Yacre Obu1 ToMbapa no
TOro, Kak KalmuTaH YTOBOPHJI €€ mepeopaThea cioga. OHa BIoBa
YeJIOBEKa, KOTOPLI...

— Mosm! — T'onoc Ilepcuc cran elle pe3de. — MeHs He HH-
TepecyeT ee npolioe. A npocro xouy MoroBopUTh ¢ Heil. Mucc
JIvausa 3aHMMaeT rocTs, a MHe He X04eTCs UCKATh ee IO BCEMY
JIOMY...

— Jla BHI M He HaitaeTe ee, MUcC [lepcuc. He ceituac. OHa
ylil1a C 3TOM cTapoii BeAbMOIi, KoTopad Obu1a Ha KyxHe. Kyxap-
Ka U CIY>KaHKH TIOMHAJIH TAKOM KPHK, KOTZIa OHA MO BUWIACh, YTO
y MeHA ceplilie OCTaHOBIWIOCh. HeyXeTu BEI He CIBILIATN, MUCC
[Mepcuc, Kak oHu Kpnyaim? HUKTO He XoTeNl NOAXOAMTb K CTa-
poii BeabMe, Ho Muccuc [Tpaitop npocTo B3sij1a KOp3WHY, 3aMoJi-
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HMIJA ee XJIeOOM, CHIPOM U XOPOIIMMH KyCKaMH BapeHoro Msca.
U yuuna BMecte ¢ BeapMoii. Hudero 6osee cTpaHHOTO 51 HE BU-
nena... Muccuc Tlpaiiop Takas npaBUIbHasA U aKKypaTHas, a 3Ta
apyrasi... — Moyl Heo1oOpUTENbHO MBIPKHYA.

HecMoTpst Hu Ha uTo, [Tepcuc 3aHHTEpecoBaiIach:

— Koro Th1 Ha3biBaelib BeabMoit, Moyuiu?

— Ona noxoxa Ha BeabMy, mucc Ilepcuc. JIuo cronetHee,
HOC M MOAGOPOIOK ITOYTH COSAUHSIIOTCSA, KaK B ILMMLIAX A KOJI-
KM OpEXOB, a I7la3a coBceM Bnaiu. Ho oHa He ciiena, Xopollio
BHIMT 3TUMH CBOMMM I1a3aMu. He xoTesa OBl s1, 4TOOB OHA Me-
Hs craasuina. Koraa oHU yuuiu, Kyxapka ckasajga MHe, 4To 3Ta
cTapyxa HacTosiliasi KOJayHbsi. OHa MHAMaHKa, HO HE MOoX0Xa
Ha OoCTaJIbHBIX HHAeHLeB. OHU ToXe Bce ee 6osaTcsa. OHa roBo-
PHT, KaK 00Dl XpUCTHAHHH, €CJIM XOYET, U yMeeT JieduTh. OHa
npuHOCHUT MuccHc Ipaitop TUCThS M TpaBhI /LIS JieKapcTB. Muc-
cuc Ilpaitop xopoliuo u3BecTHA 3TUM. Jl0 MosIBJIEHHA HACTOsIlIE-
ro Bpauya oHa BCeX JIeUlia Ha OCTpOBe. A KallMTaH, OH pa3pela-
€T 3TOM BeJAbME MPUXOIAUTD U JAET €H BCE, UTO Ta 3aX0yeT, U3-3a
ocTabHBIX HHAeHLEB. KoTopbie Moryt HanacTb. [1oka 3ta Ackpa
OTHOCHUTCS K MOMECTbIO APYXKECKH, OHU HHUYETO 3€Ch HE TPO-
HyT. [0BOPSAT, 4YTO €€ HApOM XWJI 31eCh KOTIA-TO H CTPOMJI I0Ma
Ha 3THX Hachinsax. Tak roBopsT Ha KyxHe. KoHeYHO, roxoxe Ha
e€pyHAy, HO BUEJIM Obl Bbl ee ria3a. CaMu Obl 3a1yMaINCh.

Tlepcuc mopa3uii 3TOT HOBbIM aCHEKT XXH3HHU Ha ocTpoBe Mc-
yesHyBuiei Jieau. XKeHIMHA, KOTOPYIO OHA BUIENA B KaHO3,
IOJDKHO OBITh, U ObUIA Ta caMmast Ackpa. U To, 4To oyeHb npa-
BibHas MyuccHc Ilpaitop MOXET CONMpoBOXIATh TaKYIO XEeHLIM-
HY, 3TO ellle OAUH CIOPIIPU3.

— Ha xyxHe roBopaT 0 ToM, 4To NpUOIHXKaloTcs 6eabl. M He
TOJIKO W3-3a BeIbMbl. — MoJLIH N100WIa nocnjaeTHHYaTh, HO
penko Koraa O6biBa y Hee Tako# 6JlarofaTHbIi MaTepHa.

— M uM He HpaBHUTCA TOT KOpabJib, — OHA YKa3aja B OKHO. —
OIMH M3 MYXYHUH OTIIPAaBUJICS TIpeAYTIpEAUTDb KaKUTaHA O HEM.
KaxeTcs, KanuTaH He X04YeT BUIETb MOOIM30CTH TAKHUX, KK 3TOT
I'pyUToH. Y HMX ITOJIr0J1a Ha3aj CAYYMJIaCh CThHIYKA M3-3a KAKOTO0-
TO peKepcKoro jAejia. [pwuUioH He MMeeT npaBa ObIBATh B 34€1L-
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HUX BOJaX, ¥ KanuTaH npeaynpenuwi ero o6 atoM. Ho mucc Jlu-
JIHsi 0YapOBaHa 3TUM YeJIOBEKOM, H OH 31eCh M3-3a Hee. [ puwUioH
Ternepb TOBOPUT, YTO MY HYXXHA NpecHasl BoAa, YTO Y HETO OHa
BCSl CMelllajlach C MOPCKo# Bo BpeMsi Oypu. Ho BHU3y CUHTAIOT,
YTO Ha CaMOM JieJle OH IpHuilie, 4YToObl ellle MOACTETHYTb MUCC
JIvauio. OH 3HaeT, YTO KaNUTaHA HEeT JOMa.

Ilepcuc BepHYJIach K OKHy. Jla, Ha MOJITyTH MeXay «Ymadei
OypH» M MPUCTAHBIO Ha BOJIHAX Kayajaach ULIIONKa, JOCTAaTOY-
HO GoJiblliasi, YToObI HecTH 60uku. Ha octpoBax Ku Bona pen-
Ka, jaxe B Ku-¥Yact npuxoaurcss NnpuBoO3UTh BoAY Ha KOpabsx,
€CJIi TaM NMepechiXaloT 3anojiHsaeMble BO BpeMs JOXIeH LIUCTep-
Hbl. 1 B 3TOM OTHOLIeHHH ocTpoB Ucue3Hysiueii Jlenu yHuKaneH
(MOXeT, MMEHHO 3THM U OOBACHSETCS, YTO Ha HEM BCETIA XXHIIH
JIIOAU): Ha OCTPOBE €CTh HCTOUHMK MPECHOM BOJIbl, OCTPOBUTSIHE
PEBHOCTHO GeperyT ero. O6 3T0M Kak-TO Be4epoM pacCKa3blBajl
KanutaH «CTpebi».

— Bce 310 He Halle geno, Moann.

— Moxer 6bITb, ¥ Tak, MuCC [lepcuc. Ho xXorga kanutaH Jle-
BEPETT BEPHETCS, 31eCh MOAHUMETCS OOJIbILION IIIyM, €CJIU 3TOT
I'puiuioH elue 6yneT 3aech. Bbl pellure, 4To CHOBA NONAIH B Oy-
pio... Hy, 1 BO3bMY MX U ITOCMOTPIO, YTO MOXHO CHENaTh, YTOOBI
OCBEXHMTb, — OHA B35J1a B OXanKy IJaThsl, HUXXHHE 1I00KH 1 Oe-
Jibe M BbIlLIA.

Tlepcuc cena B Kpecao y okHa. Korpna BepHetca KanuraH Jle-
BepeTT. [la, oHa ierko Morjia cede NpeICTaBUTh, YTO 3TOT THTAHT,
KOTOPbIHA TaK rpybo CXBaTHi €€, He 00panyeTcs, UTO €ro Mmpu-
Ka3 He BbiloJIHeH. KcTaTi, 3To ero KoMHara, ¥ y Hee HeT Ilpa-
Ba ObITb 30eCh. Eciu 6b1 g0 OracTHH ObLN Tak Xe 300pOB, Kak
KOTJa OHHU OTIUIbUIH U3 Hblo-ﬁlopxa! Ho oHa 3Hana, yTo ceituac
€ro TNepeBO3UTh HeJlb3s1, €CJIM TOJbKO eMY HEOXXMIAHHO He CTa-
HeT Jayule. JleByllka CMOTpesia Ha IIPUCTAaHb M Ha IpUOIuxXalo-
nyocs Jioaky. ITajibiikl ee HepBHO NepeGUpan Kpaii nepeaHu-
Ka. Yto eii gesnatn?

>Kusub B Heio- Flopke Hukoraa He 6bu1a Takoii CJI0XHOI. OHa
NpoTeKajia C Me[JICHHbIM U HUYEM He BO3MYIIIaéMbIM JOCTOMH-
CTBOM (BHpoYeM, BpeMeHaMHU ObIBaJI0 CKYYHO), M a8 OracTMH
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TaK CTPOTO NPUIEPXKUBAICS MPUBLIYHOTO pacnopsiaka, uro [ep-
CHC HaMHOTO BIepel 3Haua, 4To eif mpelcTouT caenath. Torna
oHa ckyyana. Tenepb Xe eif XoTeJIoCh BEPHYTHCH B TY VIOTHYIO
0€30MaCHOCTD, IIi¢ He ObIBAeT Oypb, HU MPUPOIHBIX, HU YEJIOBe-
YEeCKHMX, HET HUYETO TaKOTro, YTO TPEBOXUT 3TOT JOM.

HaxkoHell oHa BcTana, nmpouuia K KOMHaTe I9IH U HETPOMKO
nocry4ana. JIBepb OTKpbuUlach, 1 oHa yBuaena Llly6ana, ewie 60-
Jiee BCTPEBOXEHHOTO U OCYHYBIlerocs. OH IepxXai nanel y ryo.
OHa npoTHCHYJIach B Y3KUil MPOMEXYTOK, KOTOPLIt OH HE pe-
wmics nperpaguthb. Ciryra npoiuenTan:

— OH cniut, mucc INepcuc. Ho MHe He HPaBUTCS, KaK OH BbI-
[JISITUT, COBCEM HE HPABUTCS, — OH NMOKaya celloil rojloBoil. —
Xopouio 6b1 ero ocMotpen n0KTop JloycoH. OH 3HaeT X035MHa,
3HAeT BCe 00 ero 60JIe3HsX...

— MHe roBopwiu, 4YTo MECTHbII Bpa4y OY€Hb XOPOLIIHIi.

Llly6an noxain rue4amu:

— Moxer 6biTh, MUCcCc. HO OH He 3HaeT X03siHHA MHOTO JIET,
Kak A0KTop JloycoH. A xo3sa1H... EMy Bce xyxe. [Toxoxe, oH co-
OpaJs1 mocneqHHe CUIIBI 1J1s1 9TOrO IIaBaHHA U Tenepb CAAET —
obicTpo. bonblle HUYero He ecT. Koraa s npyHoOIY NoecTh, OH
BEJIMT He 6ecnioKouTb ero. Ho Kak eMy COXpaHUTb CWIbI, €CJTH
OH He ecT?

T'onoc Uly6ana 3By4ain Bop4inBo. OH CXXHMaJl MajbLbl PYK CO
B30YXILKMMHU BeHaMH. MHOTO JIET MpoBeJ OH ¢ asiAeit OracTHHOM,
XO3SIUH ObLT HICTUHHBIM LICHTPOM €T0 XHW3HH.

— Korna on npocHetcs, Lllydan, s Xxo4y MOrOBOPUTD C HUM.
Sl 3Hal0, THI AeNaellb Bce, YTO MOXeELlb, HO, MOXET, OH MOCJY-
wraeT MeHs, — [lepcuc He MCTIBITHIBANA B 3TOM YBEPEHHOCTH, HO
JOJIXXHA ObUIa OTBETUTHL Ha MOJILOY B IJ1a3aX CTapUKa.

— Mucc Ilepcuc, s ayMarw... — apoxamvii rojoc 1lly6ana
npepBajcs, ra3a onyctunuch. CHoBa Ilepcuc ucnbitana npu-
cTyn crpaxa. OHa xopoliio noHuMana, yero 6ourcs Lly6an. Orot
CTpax, CJIOBHO TYMAHOM, OKPYXaJ U €¢ CO3HaHHE. A BeIb IUIsl Hee
Jsas OracTMH HUKOTAA He 3HaYMWI TaK MHOTO, Kak s Lly6ana.

— He HyXHoO Tak aAymaTb, — MSATI'KO IpOroBopujia oHa, —
HYXHO HanesiTbes. Benb noclie nepBoro npuctyna eMy ObUIo He
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HaMHoro nyuiie, lHIy6an. A moToM oH CBOMM OBICTPHIM BLI3I0-
pOBIIEHNEM YAUBUI Jaxe qJokTopa JloycoHa.

— Torna oH 6611 y ceds noma, mucc Ilepcuc... u... — Lly6an
3aMOJTYaJT ¥ OTOUIE] K KPOBaTH.

INepcuc octanace y aABepu. CTpax nepeiies B IaHHUKY, C KO-
Topoii oHa cTrapanach cnipaBuTbes. Eif Heo6xoaumo ObLTO Cripa-
BUTBCS, IOTOMY 4TO UMEHHO € IIPEACTONT Ternepb NPUHUMATh
pelieHus, 6paTh Ha ceOsl OTBETCTBEHHOCTD. A OHa OTIUATHIBAIACH
OT 3Toro. BepHyBLUKCH B CBOIO KOMHATY, I€BYILKa CHOBA ceja
B KpecJo y UpoKoro okHa. C Mops AyJ YCTOMYUBLIH BeTEp, OC-
BeXaJl ee MMoKpacHeBulee JIMLo. Tak oHa cuiena U NbITaiach ay-
MarThb 0 OyayiueM.

Hsns OracTHH SIBHO CYUTAET, 4TO He nobepetca no baramMckux
ocTpoBoB. OH HHKOTJa paHblle He 00CyXIan ¢ Heil MoaoOHbIe
Jejia, IepXal ee B CTOPOHEe OT CeMEMHBIX TailH. A ceilyac pac-
CKa3aJl 0 MPUYUHE MyTELIECTBUSA, IOTOMY YTO CYMUTAET, YTO OHA
OTHBIHE TIpe0CTaBjlAeHa caMoii cebe.

U 3nech HeT MucTepa Xora, ¢ KOTOPBIM MOXHO GbUTO OB MO-
coBeToBaThCsl. HeT HUKoOro, KpoMe Hee camoii. Illy6an, Mosin,
OHH 3aBHCAT OT Hee, a He HaoOopoT. Ilepcuc noyyBCcTBOBasa cebs
OueHb I0HO ¥ McnyraHHoi. OHaKo oHa OblIa OTHIOAb HE IIy-
na. B royGuHe AyiliM ee yCWIMBAAACh YNpsAMasl peLINTeIbHOCTD.
B Ku-¥acre ecTh IOpUCTHI, OHA NONPOCUT, YTOORI eif MOpeKOMEH-
JOBaJIM KOro-HHOYIb, ONMBITHOTO U N300peTaTe/ILHOTO.

B ronoBy npuiina Mbicab o Bo3ppaueHuu B Helo-Hopk, 6e-
rJ1ast MBICJIb, KOTOPYIO OHa TYT Xe oropocuina. Yo ee TaM xuaet?
Pa3opeHHoe cocTosiHMe, MpadyHoe Oyayliee, KOTOpO€e 3aCTaBUlo
asaio OracTiHa OTNPaBUTBCA B 3TO TUIaBaHUe. A Belb OH YeJio-
BeK, KOTOPbIi1 He UCTyraJicss 6B NpocToit yrpo3bl. Ecnu cocrosi-
HHUeE XIeT ee Ha baramax, oHa oTNpaBUTCA TyJa U NOTPeOYyeT CBO-
el nonu.

Ilepcuc riay6oxo B3noxHyna. Eif He HpaBHIOCh TO, YTO XKIOET
ee BIepeay, U el 04eHb XOTEJIOCh C KeM-HUOYIb MOCOBETOBATh-
ca. Ho ecnu TakoBo Oymyliiee, oHa J0JDKHA OBITh TOTOBA K HEMY.

CrnenoBajio pUHATD penieHne. Jpyroe neao, CMOXET JIH OHa
€ro BBIMOJHUTL. OHA MOHATHA HE UMela, KAKUMH CpeICTBaMU
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ceifuac pacnonaraert agaasg OractuH. Hanpumep, 3ToT Bonpoc
O TUIaTe peKepaM.

Tlepcuc ocMoTpena KOMHATY. Y Hee 3[eCh AJaXe MEeHbliIe NpaB,
YyeM B HOMepe FOCTUHUULI. B0 CoBepilieHHO 04eBUAHO, 4YTO
nsiast OracTHH He CMOXKET MPOAODKUTD MYTELIECTBUAE, JaXe eCIH
«Crpesia» cCHOBa BHIIET B Mope. BoT eciiu Ob1 KanuTtad JleBepeTr
noruibul B Ku-Yacr... Ho oH MoxXeT He B34Tb Ux ¢ coboit. ¥ Tlep-
cuc 3a60J1es1a roJioBa, eif 3aXoTeI0Ch OPOCHTRECS Ha NMOCTeEJb U 3a-
ObITh 000 BceM. Ho 1 3TOro oHa He MorJia CieJiaTh.

M 1yt ee cHOBa 3acTaBWI B3APOTHYTb TOT CTPAHHBIH BOIOLIMIA
3BYK, KOTOpbIi npyBesi JIMANIO B Takoe BO3OYXXIeHHe U 3aCTaBUA
OpocUTBCA Ha Kphilly. JIpyroit kopadiib npubnuxancs K «bype
ylIayu», TOUHee, Jaxe ABa Kopabsi, oiuH Ha OyKCHpe y ApYroro.
KanutaH JleBepert npuBen «Ctpeny»?

Ha npuctanu co6pajuch JIIOOH, OJUH U3 HUX AepXai O60Jib-
1Iy10 pAKOBUHY, B KOTOPYIO IyJi, KaK B por, IPOU3BOAsI 3TH BOIO-
mue 3ByKH. [lepcuc ToporutuBo Betasia. Eciu 310 neiicTBUTEIb-
HO BO3BpalllaeTcs XO3THH JOMa, OHa COBCEM He XOTeJjia, YTOObI
OH 3aCTaJl ee B CBOEii CriajibHe.

JleBylliKa BbI1IUIa B KOPUAOP M YCJbilliana rojioca BHu3y. Ho
He cMomia pa3o6parh HU cJioBa. Tenepb, KorAa B raBaHH CTOUT
«Ynaya Oypu», a ee KanUTaH HAXOOMTCA B AOME, HEMPHUIATHOCTH,
KOTODBI€ MpeABellany CJYTH Ha KyXHe, MOTJIH BOT-BOT Ha4aTbCA.

Ilepcuc HepelINTeIBHO 3aaepXaiach HaBepxy JieCTHULIBL. He-
MBICIMMO OBbUIO OCTaBaThCsl B KOMHaTe KanuTaHa. Eilie xyxe cny-
CTUTBHCS H, MOXET ObITh, HAPBATLCA NMPAMO Ha CeMEHHBIN CKaH-
nan. Ho oHa Bce-Taki HayaJia CIyCKaTbCsl, PUCAYIIMBAsACh K Ma-
JIeM1IMM 3ByKaM, KOTOpbie MOTJIH Obl 3aCBHIETEILCTBOBATD, YTO
OHa HEBOJIbHO MOACJIyIIMBaeT.

OnHako oHa Kak OyATO H3JIMILHE BCTPeBOXWIAachk. Beixoas Ha
BepaHiy, OHa YCJbIlliaia U3-3a yrJia rojioc:

— ...OTJIMYHBIH yJIOB, — B YIJIY Y OKHA CTOsUI KanmuTaH ['pun-
JIOH, JIepXa y IJ1a3 NoA30pHYIo TpyOy, O4YeHb MOX0XYIO Ha Ty, KO-
TOpOii NMoJIb30BaJiach HA Kpbilie JInaus.

— Hano otaatb AbSIBOJy JOJKHOE, — MPOAOJKaI KanuTaH-
6aramel]. — Eciu OHI a1 cen 3nech Ha pudBbI, MHE OBl XOTEJIOCh,
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yTo6BI KanuTtaH JleBeperT raBan no6iausocti. Kopabiab Hakpe-
HUWJICS1, HO OH MO-MpeXHEMY Ha IIaBy.

— Brl BenukonaymHeii ero, — oto3panach Jiugus. Ee uiupo-
KHe 100KH cobJ1a3HUTE IbHO 3ameBaiu [ piwuioHa. — O Bac OH TO
XK€ CaMoe He CKaXeT.

— O, s 3Ha10, yTo 060 MHe ngyMaeT Kpio JleBepeTt, Most 10-
porasi, — JIeHMBO npob6opMoTan KanutaH. — Ho To, 4To MbI cco-
pHUMcs BCSAKHIL pa3, KaK BCTpe4aeMcsi, COBCEM He 3HAYMT, YTO
sl He I0JDKeH BOCXMIIIATBCSA €10 KATUTAHCKUMM CIIOCOOHOCTSIMM.
OH xoporuii pekep. HyxHo otnath eMy goipxHoe. ToJbKo A3bIK
y HEro CJIMILKOM BOJIbHBIA. U OH Korga-HuOyIb 3TO NMOMET. —
B rosioce I'priioHa 3Byyasio yaoBieTBopeHHe. OH ONyCTH TPYOY
U nnocMmotpen Ha Jlunuio. U atot B3misan Bei3Bai y Ilepcuc tpe-
BOTY.

— Huuro He BcTpeBoxuT Kplo, — pasapaxkeHHO OTBETHIA €T0
cectpa. — OH Bceraa MoCTymaeT no-cBoeMy. M Bcerna nocry-
naja — Kak Obl IUI0X0 €My HH NTPUXOAWIOCH.

— Bbi ToXe, Mo Mwiasi? — ['pWLIOH mo-npexXHeMy YIbI6an-
c. — He c/IMILIKOM M BBl Ha HETO CEPAUTECH?

— Kak BBl MOXeTe TaK roBoputh, Panbd? — Ee nuuo pac-
KpacHeJIOCh, PYKH OHa CXaJia B KyJIaKU, CJIOBHO XOTejia yIapUTh
cobeceqHuxka. — Pa3Be He OepXXHUT OH MEHS 3[eCh B3allepTH, Ha
3TOM 60roM 3a0BITOM OCTPOBE, Iie HHKOTAa HUYero He NMpouC-
xoaut? S npocuna ero orBe3tu MeHs B Ku-¥Yact. Mapcu oy
corjlacHa, YToObl s MOXKIIA Y Hee. A ee oTell — KOMEHAaHT Oa-
3bl. Kpio xe cuutaeT, 4T0 OHU He MOIXOMSIIMeE 111 MEHS JII0IH.

— Jla, X TOMY Xe OH 3HaeT, 4To «YJauya Oypu» 4acTo Opoca-
€T TaM sIKopb, — paccMesuica I'pwuioH. — He nymaio, 4ToGbl OH
OYeHb JOBEPST HaM, MOSl Toporas.

CHoBga I1epcuc oka3sanach noacayipaoleii. OHa yxe roto-
Ba ObL1a HE3aMETHO OTCTYNUTD, KOTAa KPUKH CO CTOPOHBI MpH-
CTaHM 3aCTaBMJIM ee ITOocMOTpeTh Tyna. He co3HaBas, yto nena-
€T, IeBYIHKa NMPUOIU3UIAcCh K TTape Ha BepaHje, 4YTOOH Jyyllie
BHIETbD.

— ¥3pure npubbiTHe X03s1MHa! — npoBo3rIacua I'puiioH.
Yiapibka ero crana 4yTh HanpskeHHoit. — Hy, Mos noporasi, HaMm
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CTOMT IMPUTOTOBUTHCA K 6010. MOXeT, BaM JIyYllie BBIATH U3 TIpe-
JeJia JoCAraeMOCTH ITyllIeK.

Ho JIugusa cxBaTWia ero 3a KaM30J U BBICOKO M YIIPSIMO 3a-
Jpana noabopoaox.

— He yiiny! Kpio MoxeT 31ech BceM KOMaHIOBaTb, HO He
MHoi#! I1ycThb ToNBKO Momnpobyer!

I'pyiioH paccMesuics:

— Bort 310 Mot JIunnus. Ho, Most moporasi, aejo JOJLKHO pe-
IIHUThCS TOJNBKO MexXay MHoit 1 Kpio. HuKakux HUXKHHX 1000K, —
OH OIYCTHJI NOA30PHYIO TpyOy U JierkKo NMoJIOXKW PYKH Ha IUIeYd
JIeByIllIKH. — Byner TojbKo Tak W HMKaK He MHa4e, JeByIllkKa, —
M OTCTpaHu JINAHIO, CIOBHO OHa HUYETO He BECHT.

— Yro BH coOHpaeTech nejiaTh? — CIPOCHTIA OHA.

— 4 He coGupaioch BcTpeuathbesi ¢ Kpio JlepeperToM non ero
coOCTBeHHO# Kpbiieif, — orBeTuJ 'puiwioH. — Ham nydiue
BCTPETHUTBCS C IJIa3y Ha IJ1a3 B APYTOM MecCTe.

Ilepcuc caenana nBa GBICTPBIX 11ara Ha3aJ ¥ OCTaHOBWJIACH
B aBepAx. OHa CTHIAKIIACH, YTO Cpa3y He 1aja 3HaTh O CBOEM MpHU-
CYTCTBHH, HO TeTlepb 3aTOBOPUIIA;

— Micc JleBeperr...

JInaus oryisiHynach yepes rie4o. BoipaxkeHue ee JIMLa HENb3s
ObIJIO HAa3BaTh MPUBETIHBLIM.

— 4 3Halo, 4TO MHe JaJii KOMHATy caMoro kamnuraHa JleBe-
petTta, — ckasaia [lepcuc. — KoHeuHo, ceifyac, Koraa oH Bep-
HYJICSI, 3TO HEBO3MOXHO...

'pH/UIOH CHOBA paccMesLICs, OTKUHYBIIUCH Ha Tiepuia BepaH-
nbl. Ho JInaus HaxMypunach ellle CWIbHee.

— Kakoe MHe 10 3Toro aeno? — pe3ko Crpocuia oHa.

— Pa3Be He BbI 31€Ch X03s1i1Ka, MiJIasi? — 3aMeTW1 6aramell. —
Monoaas jieny cripaBeUTHBO XAET Bailiero peitieHus. CoBepliiieH-
HO CIpaBeINBO, 51 OBl cKa3all. SIcHo, yTo oHa U Kpio He MOTyT...

JIngus oTCKouMaa oT HETo.

— TIlpenocrasbte 310 MHccHC [1paiiop. Ee cioBo 3Ha4YuT 30ech
oosbile Moero. M Bcerna 3HauusI0 O0Jibllie, — OHAa NMOBEPHYJIACh
crnuHoi K Tlepcuc U nocMoTpesia Ha MPUCTAHb.

I'pyiioH noaMurHyA Tlepcuc U KMBHYI.
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— i Bugen muccuc Ilpaiiop HeCKOJIbKO MUHYT Ha3aj, — CKa-
3aJ1 OH, TaK Kak Jlunus npogoyixajia urHopuposath Ilepcuc. —
ymaro, Bbl cMOXeTe HalTH ee Ha KyxHe, MUcC Pyk.

INepcuc ymyapunach cka3atb «Cnacu6o» u coexana. Hey-
XeJid ['puiIoH Mogo3peBaeTt, YTO OHA HAPOYHO MOACIYyIIHBaia?
OHa BroJIHE 3aC/lyXWj1a YyBCTBO BUHbI, KOTOpOE Ternepb UCIbI-
ThIBaJIA.

K aBepy B IPOTHBOIOJI0XHOM KOHLIE KOPHIOPA BEJIH TPH CTY-
NMEeHbKHU. 3a Heil IBHO pacIonaranach KyxHsl, Iie epBbiM J€jI0M
[Tepcuc 6pocuics B r1a3a GoJbILOH OTKPLITHIH O4ar Co CTapuH-
HBIMU BepTejiaMH M LiensiMU. B ouare yMecTuiach M BCTpOeHHast
neyb 1151 BeineKaHus xJjieba. JIBepb HapyXy 6bUia IIMPOKO pac-
KpbiTa, HO TlepcHc MoyyBCTBOBAIA ce0s TakK, CIOBHO MOMaja Ha
CKOBOPOJIKY.

MaieHbKasi yepHasi XXeHIlMHa B IMpUJIMILLIEH K IUie4aM npo-
MOKIlieH COpoYKe Y LIMPOKOH 100Ke, YaCTUYHO NMPHUKPLITO rps3-
HBIM TepeIHUKOM, MeCuJia Ha JOCKe TeCTO C TaKOH 3Hepruei,
CJIOBHO CpaXalach C JaBHUM HeapyroM. ChIOKY H elIe OJHa CITy-
>KaHKa MBUIH U pe3aiy OBOLLH.

TTosiBnenne Ilepcuc BbI3BAIO HEOXUAAHHOE MOJTYaHUE, XOTS
KyXapKa npoJoJiKajia 3Hepru4Ho MecHThb Tecto. U He cMoTpena
Ha JEBYIIKY.

— I'me muccuc Ilpaitop? — obparunack Ko BceM Ilepcuc.
Josroe BpeMs Ka3ajloCh, YTO HHUKTO €ii He OTBeTHT. Bce ToJibKO
CMOTpEJHU Ha Hee, KaK Ha NPUBHIECHHE, KOTOPOE HUKTO He OXU-
nan ysuaetb. [IoToM Kyxapka MoJHsjia pyKy B MyKe H YKa3ajia Ha
HapyXHyl10 aBepb. OHa CKa3ajia YTO-TO Ha IMaJleKTe, KOTOPOTo
Tlepcuc He moHsa.

IToaToMy JeByllKa MpoliUia MUMO CTOJIa U BBILLIA BO JBOP.
Tam oHa aeiicTBUTeNIbHO YBHIeNa Muccuc INpaiiop. Ta npucma-
TpUBaJA 3a IBYMs MapHSAMH, KOTOphle HATSTMBAIH Ha BEPUIH-
He HAChIMY BLICTUPAHHbIE MPOCTHIHU. YCILIILIAB CKPHUIT Tydeab
Ilepcuc Ha pakOBHHaX, KOTOpPbIe TOJCTHIM CJIOEM MOKPBHIBAIH
BCIO 3¢MJII0, OHA OIJISTHY/IACD.

— TNoaxomammit reHb 1A Npocyiuku, Muce Pyk. Bamia ciy-
’KaHKa CKOpPO CMOXET BCE BBITJIAIUTh.
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— Ilpouy Bac... — B ronose Ilepcuc KpyTHJIaCh TeNMeph TOJIb-
KO 0oJIHa MbIC/Ib. — KanuTaHn JleBepeTrT... oH... MHe CKa3ajM, 4To
s1 B €ro CMajbHe... 3T0 04eHb BEJIMKOAYILIHO C €ro CTOpoHbl. Ho
Ternepb OH BO3BpalliaeTcs. ..

— He 6ecniokoiirech, Mucc Pyk. KanuraH, pasymeercsi, octa-
HeTcs Ha «HenpeB3oiigeHHOM», JlaxXe koraa Kopadib B raBaHH,
OH OOBIYHO HOYYeT Ha HeM. OH caM OTAaT MpuKa3, YToObl BaM
OTBEJI €r0 KOMHATY.

Ilepcuc HaxoaUa CHOKOWCTBUE TOM XEHLUMHBI CJIETKA pa3-
JpaxaloliuM.

— S y3Hana Takxe, 4TO BO3HHK BoIpoc 06 orate. Tak Kak
MoOit Asind ceifyac He B COCTOTHMM 3aHUMAThCS AeJIaMU, 51 HE X04y
6ecniokouThb ero. He o6bsiCHUTE JiH, Y€ro OT HAC XAYT?

Ona yBuzena, kak Muccuc Ipaiiop nomaxana ryobl.

— He 3Hao, rae Bbl YCIBILIATH NOAOOHBII B31Op, MUCC PyK.
Hukakoii 1utatel He HY>KHO. YUTo Bbl 0 Hac nmoaymanu! Huxe no
nmoGepexbio eCTh TOCTUHHIIA, BBICTpOEHHAsT [0 MPUKa3y Kanura-
Ha JleBepeTTa 1151 SKHNaxel pa3sdbuBLIMXCS Kopabeit, eciid 3TH
KOpabJiu He MOTYT CHOBa BBIHTH B Mope. TaM MOpPSIKH XHBYT,
Mmoka Hx He nepeBe3yT B Ku-Yact. Yacto y Hac 6biBaet GoJiblue
MaccaxupoB, YeM Mbl MOXEM Pa3MeCTUTb B cBoeM AoMe. Ho Bbl
u muctep Pyx — roctu kanutaHa. [Moxanyiicta, noiiMure, 4To OH
OyZeT ockopOJieH, €C/IM BBl MOAYMAaeTe YTO-TO APYToe.

IMepcuc pelinia, 4To Jajiblile FOBOPUTH HA 3Ty TEMY MoOcie
TAKOr0 SHEPTUYHOTO 3asiBJieHUs1 HEBO3MOXHO. MoxeT, Moaiu
He TOHsIA YeJOBEKa Ha MPUCTAHU, UJIM TOT NMPOCTO MOCMESI-
Csl Hal Heil.

— Cnacu6o 3a 00bsICHEHHE, — BUHOBATO CKa3azia oHa. — Ho
BCE XK€ I YYBCTBYIO ceOsl BAHOBATOH B TOM, YTO XO35IMH A0Ma He
MOXET...

— B3nop! — peunteabHO ob6opBaia ee Muccuc Ilpaiiop. —
OH cuHTaeT, 4TO MO-APYTOMY Hellb3sl. MoXeTe yciblliaTh 3T0 OT
Hero camu, ecjiu Heobxonumo. — B ronoce ee aaxe nmpo3pydyaia
o6una, koropyio Ilepcuc cpa3y 3aMeTuna.

— Her, Bauiero cjioBa BIOJIHE 10CTaTOYHO, MUuccuc [1paiiop.
M g Bam o4yeHb OnarozapHa.
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ZKeHIIMHa 4yTh CMATYWIACh.

— 51 yBepeHa, BaM Bce panbl. Kctati, K KOHLY OHA 3arIgHeT
JoKTop Bupuur. Ecau y Bac ecTb K HeMY BOIIPOCHI, TOTa CaMoe
BpeMs MX 3a1aTh.

Ho BonpocH 3alaBaTh HEe NMPUILUIOCh. BepHYBLIMCH B JOM,
Tepcuc yeapiana ToHKui ctapyeckuit rosoc ybana:

— Mucc epcuc, o muce Iepcuc!

OHa nobexaJia 1o JieCTHULIE, ONHO! pyKoit LHETUIASCH 3a e-
puna. CTapuK ciIyra CTOsUI B IBEPAX KOMHATHI ASAU, €T0 JHULIO
no6eJiesio OT CTpaxa.

— Mucc Ilepcuc... oH... OH...

Hesymka npo6exana mumo Illybana. [lsas cBecuiacs ¢ Kpo-
BaTH, JIN11O ero ObUIo OsiegHee, yeM y Llly6ana. OnHoii pykoii oH
LIeTUISUICA 3a CeTYaThlit 3aHaBeC, KOTOPBIii pBaJICS B €ro MajbLax.
Ilans mocMoTpen Ha Hee. B riasax ero 3acteiio 6esymue.

— AMoc... npeaaTensb... AMoc!..

— 4 Boiiuen 3a opoii, — llly6an nogkoBeuts 6nxe. — OH
Jiexan CrokoiHo. MHe Ka3anoch, oH ciiuT. Ho... muce Ilepcuc...
OH, HABEPHOE, TBITAICS BCTATh... TIOAONTH K OKHY... BUAUTE?

OH yKa3aji Ha mepeBepHYTHIH MPUKPOBATHBIN CTONMK, MO -
CBEYHUK OTKATWICS] Ha CepeUHY KOMHATHI.

— 3auemM eMy 6bLIO BCTaBaTh, MUcC Ilepcuc? Uto oH xoten?

— He 3uaw. HaBepHoe, Gpeaun. Llly6an, 6eru K MUCCHC
IIpaitop 1 monpocn HeMeJIEHHO MOCAATh 3a BpauoM. Hert, cHa-
yaja JaBail MOJIOXHWM €ro B NOCTEb.

Kak um xyn ob1 gsiast OracTHH, IOTPEOOBAIMCH COBMECTHBIE
YCHJIMSA, YTOOBI CHOBA YJIOXHWTD €ro Ha nmoayluky. JIpian oH ya-
CTO U NOBEPXHOCTHO.

— OH ux ycabiian, — npourenTtan lly6an, nokasbiBasi Ha OK-
Ho. — Tam pasropapusaiu. Jlsoe ccopwinchk. BepHysuiuce, s yc-
JIBILLIAA HECKOJIBKO CJIoB. OH... OH BCe BpeMs FOBOPMT, 4YTO AMOC
BEPHYJICSI, YTO OH MPHILIEN YOUTH ero!

— Tenepsb Bce B nopsioke, llly6an. Uau, 1 oCTaHYCh C HUM.

Tepcuc Msarko BEICBOOOAMIA BLIEMTUBLUINECS B 3aHaBEC MaNb-
LBl M CXaJla UX.
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— Bce B nopsinke, asgns OractuH. Hukoro 3zech HeT. Pa3Be
BHI He MOMHUTe? AMOC yMep MHOT'O JIET Ha3al. Bbl BeAb caMu MHe
3T0 cKa3ain. OH He MOXeT ObITh 31€Ch.

Ho cTapux HeBUASILIMM B3TJISA0M CMOTPET Ha Hee. B yriy pra
BBICTYNIWIA feHa. HekoTopoe BpeMs OH ellle NMBITAICS BCTaTh, HO
JeBYIIIKa CyMeJia YAEPXaTb €r0 B MOCTEJH.

— AMOC U3MEHHMUK... CKa3aJl... YOHICTBO... 1 HUKOTO He YOU-
BaJI... — MOTOM TeJI0 €ro pacciabuIoCh, pyKa pa3xaiack. B mo-
CAeIHUH pa3 3aKpbUIHCH roayobie Iiasa.

I'maBa geTBepTasd

Bcio Houb 32 0KHOM LiIenTan Betep. [lepcuc HUKOTA He CIibI-
1Iajia Takoro Lienota. B oTKpeIToe 0KHO OHa BHEA TOAbKO Clla-
Oblii cBeT. [{omKxHO OBITh, GoHaph Ha npucTaHu. Ho oHa He cMo-
Tpena Ha Hero. OHa BCIIOMMHAJIA.

Hsansa OracTHH... yMep.

U, K cBoeMy TyIIOMY YAUBJIEHHUIO, OHa OOHApYXXUJIa, 4TO 3Ta
CMEPTb OCTABUJIA B €€ XXU3HH OOJIBILIYIO MMYCTOTY, Y4EM OHA CYUTA-
J1a BO3MOXHBIM. OHa ITOHKMMalia Tenepb, YTO 10 CHX MOp BCeraa
€ro BOJIS YIIpaBJisyia ee XU3Hbl0. M Tenmepb He MoTrjla npeacTa-
BUTh cebe, Kak OyaeT XUTh 6e3 HacTaBHUKA. [leBylKa MeIeHHO
OToIILIa OT OKHa. B KoMHaTe ropeJia ToabKo oaHa cBeva. Ilepcuc
ouyTwia riayxoii rieB. TToueMy mssnst OracTud Aepxal ee B TAKOM
HeBeAeHHM? OHa He TJIyNa U He JIETKOMBICJIeHHa, HO €if HUKOTa
He T03BOJISIU caMoii 3a00TUTBCS O cede.

Ily6an coBceM cnan, U y Hee XBaTWIIO COOOpaKeHUs NpUKa-
3aTh eMy Jeub. Ho nmoka 31o ObUIo BCe, YTO OHA CyMena CAEJATh.

TloToMy 4TO B JOMe€ pacnopsixancs KanurtaH Jleseperr. OH
JeHCTBOBAJ TaK Xe€ BIACTHO U OecliepeMOHHO, KaK Toraa, Koraa
CXBaTHJI ee Ha nany6e «CTpenbl», MPOSBUB TAKOE X HETEPIIEHHE.
Taxk eit kazanocb. Ho, xots1 cMepTh a9 OracTHHa ¥ nopasuiia
ee B caMoe ceplie, OHa Bce Xe He HCTepuuka. BnipouyeM, cyas
M0 TOMY, KaK OH OTAaBaJ NMPHKa3bl, B 3T0O MOXHO U He MOBe-
PMTbD.
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M B HeM He YyBCTBOBAIOCH TOTO 6E3pacCyACTBa, KOTOPOE Mpsi-
Mo-Taku TnepenojiHsio Paneda I'puiisiona. 3aeiHnit KanuTaH,
JOJXHO OBbITh, IMIIb HEMHOTO cTapiile 6araMia, HO OH TakK yBe-
peH B cebe M Tak Xe He CKJIOHEH TMOA1aBaThCA BOJIE WU XeJIaHH-
SIM APYTHMX, KaK u 115 OracTvH.

OH...

Iepcuc 3actbuta. Kak oHa Moria 3a6biTh? [lopTdens, KoTo-
phlii nepenan eit asas OractHH! 3To GBUIO €ro NocieaHee XKeja-
HHue. Heckosibko 4acoB Ha3aj oHa oTApaBWia MoJUIH B rocTelib
U noobeniaia, 4yto JskeT caMa. Ho COH He ilieN K IeByIlKe; OHa
NPOJOJIKaia BCHOMMHATB ITOCJIEAHION CIIEHY, KOTAa IS B CTpa-
Xe BHIKDHKHBaJ UMS JaBHO yMepLIETo YeJIoBeKa.

YTo 3aCTaBUJIO €ro 3aroBopuTh 00 Youiictee? Ilepcuc B3apor-
HyJIa ¥ IUIOTHEe 3aMaxHyJiach B 1iaab. YT0 TaM OH paccKa3biBajl
o ToM Pyke, KoTophlii 6bUT TOpH... MoXeT, nsias1 OracTH cKasal
He Bce? Moxer, OH 3Ha) 06 AMoce Pyke u utro-T1o HHOoe? UTto He
BMEILAETCS B paMKH JIeTeHAbl 0 ceMeHHOM Mno3ope?

Cetiuac 1837 roa. Asine OracTHHY Y€ HCIOJHHUIOCH 75 JieT.
Tlepcuc 6bicTpO NoacuyuTana B yme. Bo BpeMst GpUTaHCKOI OKKY-
nauun Hrlo-Mopka eMy 10/KHO 6bU10 6bITh YyTh GOJIbILIE ABAJ-
uatu. M Xotd Ta 4acTh ceMbH, KOTOpas MOAAepXUBaa peBOIIO-
LIMIO, ellle 32 HECKOJIbKO JIET A0 3TOro BhleXajla U3 ropoja, Asas
ObLT yXe 10CTaTOYHO 00JIbIIOI, YTOOBI 3HaTh AMoca Pyka, naxe
HEHABUAETb €T0 32 NPeJaTeSIbCTBO CBOE CeMbH U CTPAaHHI.

Ho oH roBopu ¢ Heii Tak, cioBHO AMoc Pyk 6bU1 eMy He3Ha-
KOM, CJIOBHO caM OH HHUKOTAa ero He Buaen. Ho Torna mouemy...
noyeMy OH yMep, rOBOps, YTo oH, OracTuH, He yOMiiLia... moyemy
yMep B CTpaxe neped MepTBeLioM?

Tlepcuc pelInuTesibHO B3sUla CBeYy M OTOJABUHYJA IIEKOJIAY
3acoBa. EciiM oTBeT cripsiTaH B nopTdeie, KOTOpHIi eif 1oBepH-
JIM, OHa JOJDKHA ero HailTu. JleBymKa 3acTaBujia ce0s1 IpOMTH HO
TEMHOMY KOpMIOPY, 3aKPbIBasg OTOHEK CBEYH PYKOH OT CKBO3HS -
KOB, HO HOTOM HHKAaK He MOIJIa PELLIUTbCA OTKPHITh ABEPh KOM-
Hathl agaau. U Bot, cTos mepel IBepblo, OHA YCJIBIILANA OYEHb
cJlabblif 3ByK.
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3acThIB, OHA B3LJISIHY/IA Ha JIECTHUILY. Betep yTuX, ¥ oHAa CJIbI-
Liajia He LUeJIeCT JUCTBB M HE CKPHUI BEeTKH O Kpbiily. Ho oHa
He o1IKu6J1ach: 3BYK JOHOCUJICS HMEHHO ¢ JieCTHUIIbL. He 1iaru,
YTO-TO ropa3fgo MeHee omnpeleneHHoe. Kak... Kak 1miopox 106ku
o nepuia.

JInnus... muccuc Ilpaiiop?.. Ho 3aueM UM XoAUTb HOYBIO 63
cBeun? CiTyXaHKHM NOJIb3YIOTCS APYTroii iecTHHLIEH B I1y6MHe 10-
ma. U BooOllle OHU TYT He HOJIXHBI ceifyac GbIThb, X KOMHATBI
B XWDKHHAaX 33 Hackinblo. Tonabko Moy u [ly6an pasMecTUiInCh
B MaJIeCHbKUX KOMHAaTKaX Ha TPETbEM 3TaXe. DTH KOMHATHI UC-
MoJIb3yl0TCsl, KOoraa 6bIBaeT MHOTO TOCTeiA.

Ilepcuc nibITanack yJIOBUThL XOTh Maneliuii ckpun. Het, oHa
He BooOpa3uia cebe 310. KTo-TO cryckancs no napajgHoi Jiect-
Hule. [lepxach OIHOM pyKoii 3a CTeHY (CJIOBHO TPUKOCHOBEHHE
K CTeHe BO3BpallaJo €€ K pealbHOCTH ), IeBYIIIKa OCTOPOXKHO Ha-
NMpaBUAach K Ha4Yaay JECTHUIHI.

M MrHoBeHHe CITyCTsl OHA YyTh HE BCKpUKHYJIA OT COOCTBEH-
Hoit rynocTi. CBeya, KOTOPYIO OHa Hecla, BbIAACT ee, CIOBHO
6akeH. OHa nMpekpacHo OyleT BUAHA TOMY, KTO YKpanKoi uaeT
Bo Mpake. Ilepcuc octaHoBuIack. Yero oHa 6outcsa? Y Hee ecThb
MOJIHOE MPAaBO B3SITh BELLIU IA1H, foBepeHHbIe eii. Ho 3Byku npu-
OIMKANTHUCE...

Hwuuero... coBceM HUYEro He pa3nisieTs... ToabKO 1LIOPOX 3a-
3pyyan rpomue. CTpax OXBaTHJI A€BYIUKY XOJOJHbIM OObATHEM.
[Mepcuc oTKMHYIACh Ha3ald, pMXanach K CT€He, 3aKpblia IJia3a.
OHa oTka3biBanacb cMoTpeTh. He 6ynet! OHa noyyBcTBOBajA. ..
Kakoe-To MrHOBeHHE BCTpeBOXEeHHOE CO3HAHHE He MOIJIO HaXe
nogoOparth cJ10BO, KOTOpOe 0603HaY M0 Obl OXBAaTHBILIEE €€ OLLIY-
mieHue... OHa OYKBaJIBLHO OCJIEIIA U €IBa He OrJ10XJ1a OT CTpaxa...
HO 3/1€Ch OLIYIIAIOCh NPUCYTCTBHE. ..

Iepcuc 3Hana, YTo 1OJKHA OTKPBITh Ia3a. Eciu oHa He coe-
JlaeT 3T0, CTpax nobeauT, U OHa 3aBOMUT KaK 6eccMbICIeHHast
TBaph. KpukK yXxe nogunMascs B ee ropse. Ho oHa 3Hasia Takke —
XOTA KaK OHa MOTIJIa 3Ta y3HaTh? — 3HAJIa, YTO €CJIK 3aKPUYHT, TO
norubHeT 6€3B03BPaTHO.
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B kopuaope cTano XojiofiHo, Tak XxojoaHo. Ho Beab Bcero He-
CKOJIbKO MTHOBEHMf Ha3aJl OHA CYMTAJIA CBOIO LLAJTb JaXe CAMLL-
KoM Tsxenoi. Tak xononHo! Ilepcuc 3acTtaBuia cebs OTKPHITh
rjaza. CBeya ropeia, HO B ee CBeTe HHUYeTro He ObU1o BUIHO. HerT,
He COBCeM Tak!

Kakoii-To 6;1ecK, KaKk OyATO CBET OTPa3HIICA OT Y€Tr0-TO. DTOT
0JIECK ABUTAJICS, CIIOKOMHO, HETOPOILTMBO, TOKAYUBasICh BIepe
M Ha3aJl B BO3[lyxe Ha YPOBHE ee Ipyau.

Ecau 6bl 3TH CBeTALLMECH TOYKH HAXOAWIHCh HA YPOBHE M0~
na, Iepcuc yoenuna 6bl cebs, YTO 3TO IJ1a3a KAKOTO-TO XHBOT-
Horo. Ho oHH BHCeJIH B BO3AyXe.

JInuuBIIKCh Aapa peyu, He cnocoOHasa ABUHYThes, [lep-
CHC CMOTpea, KakK NMpoJieTaloT MUMO Hee 3TH 6ecTKu. TeMHo-
Ta B APYroM KoHHe Kopuaopa nornotuiaa ux. Ho oHa Xe ux He
npuayMana! M aeByllika rotoBa Oblja MOKJISICTbCS, YTO KTO-TO
HEBUAUMBIi Npollie] 10 KOPUIOPY.

B3nporHyB, oHa YIOHsiJ1a, YTO CHOBA MOXET [BUTaTbCA, U 1O-
1lUTa AaJibliie, Kacasich Mje4oM cTeHbl. YToObl 106paThesi 10 CBO-
el IBepu, eii NpuaeTcs repecedb NPOCTPAHCTBO, Ie MPOoJIETEN0
3TO... ¢yliecTBO. Ho noka oHa Oblna He B COCTOSIHMM 3aCTaBUTh
cebs caenarh 3T0.

CBo6GogHOI1 pyKoii oHa B3sU1ach 3a pydyky ABepu Asaun Ora-
ctuHa. ITo-npexHeMy He pelllasgCh MOBEPHYThCA CIIMHOM K KO-
pPUAOPY, MOAHAJIA LIEKOJAY U pacKphbliia ABepb 3a coboli. Boluia
B KOMHATy U M3 MOCJIeIHHX CHJI 3aKpbLiia JABEpb.

3akpbiB ABepb, [Iepcuc ocTaHOBUIACDH, TSAXeO AbIIIA, CIbI-
111a TOJIBKO CTYK COOCTBEHHOIO cepilia B yiax. Jloruka u 3apa-
BbIii CMBICJI ITOCTENEHHO MoGeXaaiu cTpax. CTpaHHbII X004 HC-
ye3, IHoPOoX Mpora, i oHa 60Jbllle He BAAUT 3THX... I1a3... I1a3?

Bce noMa 061a1a10T CTpaHHBIMM 3ByKaMHU, KOTOpbIE CIIbILII-
HBI 10 HOYaM. A 4TO KacaeTcsl CBEeTSIIUXCS ToYeK... Bo3aMoXHo,
3TO CBETJIAYKM, KOTOPLIX OHA YacTo BHIeJia HOYaMM AoMa. 3a-
JieTeB B ITOMellleHHe, OHU B TOMCKaX CBOOO/IbI MOTHSUTUCH B BO3-
JyX MOBBIILIE.

Ho o6nsicHss cebe npouciiectsue, Ilepcuc co3HaBaia, 4To
HCHBITANA CTPaX, KaKOro €if B XXU3HU He MPUXOINIOCH UCTTBIThI-
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BaTh. JleByllIKa peLIMTENIbHO OTBEPHYIAch oT ABepU. [TopTdhens
JieXaJl Ha CTojIMKe y KpoBaTi. OHa MoAHsa CBevy roBhilie. [la,
OH TO-TIpeXHeMY ObLI 31€Ch.

KpoBaTb akKkypaTHo 3anpaBuin. Hudero He ocTanock, Kpo-
Me nopTdens, 3a KOTOpbIM oHa npuiiia. [To oObivasam ora asas
OracTHH yxe Jiexas B rpo6y, U 3aKpbIThIi rpo0 HaXOAWICS BHU3Y
B TOCTHHOM. YTPOM €T0 ITOXOPOHAT — AAJIEKO OT BCEro eMy 3Ha-
KOMOTO, Ha OCTPOBHOM KJIaIOMIIIE.

IMepcuc, nepxa noprdesib B pyKe, HaNpaBUaach Ha3axg K 1Be-
pu. Ho yToOH CHOBa OTKPHITH CTBOPKY, €i1 MOTpe0oBaAIOCH ITPU-
3BaTh BCIO CBOIO peilIMTEJNbHOCTL. PacTBOpUB ABEpb, NeBYyLi-
Ka MOCMOTpeJia BBepX U BHU3 BAOJIL KOPHIOPA, NIPUCIYyLIATach
U pellwiach APpeANPHHSTh KOPOTKHI nepexol K CoOCTBEHHOM
KOMHare.

3mech oHa 3axjIoNMHyAa 3a coboii 1Bepb, Opocuna noprdens
Ha KpOBaTh M MPUIBHHYJIA K ABEPHU CaMOe TsXKeJloe Kpecio, YTo-
OBl 3aropoauTh BXo/. ToabKo Koraa 3To 66110 CAelaHo, OHa, 110-
MpeXHeMY TIXeJo Abllia, TiepeioXuia noptrdeib noja rnogy-
Ky, 3a4yJa CBeuy, Jerja U orycTuaa Mpo3pavyHylo CeTKy, KO-
TOpas J0JIXKHA MPErpaauTh JOCTYTI HACEKOMbIM. DTY CETKY, XOT
U MPO3payHyIo, OHA TeNepb NPHBETCTBOBAIA, KaK Oapbep Mexay
c060ii 1 OCTAJILHBIM 10MOM JleBepeTTOoB.

Haxowuen ycTanocTb ofojena AeByLIKY, U OHAa YCHy/a 6ecro-
KoiHBIM CHOM. UTo eif CHUIOCh, OHAa HE MOTJIa NTOTOM NPUITOM-
Hutb. Pa3zoynun [Mepcuc ctyk B aBepb. bouno csetno. Kpecno, ko-
TOpO€E OHAa MCIOJIb30BaJia B Ka4eCTBe nperpansl, npoxano. Kro-
TO HETEPIEINBO CTY4al B ABEPD.

— Mucc IMepcuc!..

Mosnau! Yto oHa nomxymaet 06 3ToM Kpecie? CoJTHeUHblii CBET
B OKHe U roJioc MoJUIM U3THAIH MOCJAeIHHE OCTaTKH HOYHOTO
cTpaxa, BepHee, 3arHajii UX riryooko BHyTpb. Ceifyac oH Ka3ai-
Cl YeM-TO HEBaXHBIM.

Ilepcuc BbIOpanach U3-MOA CETKH, TOPOIIMBO OTTAallMIa
Kkpecio. Ho BeipaxeHHe iMiia MoJUTH ToBopusio, 4To Toi HeoO-
XOIMMO KaKoe-TO OObSICHEHUE.

— Muucc IMepeuc, uro?..
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— MHe npucHuICS KolliMap, MoJUTH. A KorJa s MpOCHYAach...
MOCpeAH HOYH... MHE NT0Ka3aJloCh, YTO KTO-TO XOOUT MO KOPUAODY.

— Bol yro-TO cabianu? Hy a st Hu4ero He caslana! — Mon-
JIM C peIINTEIbHBIM CTYKOM OMYCTHJIa MIPUHECEHHBII MOJHOC. —
Mucc Ilepcuc, yro ¢ Bamu? Y Bac HMKOTIa He ObLIO TaKHX PaH-
Ta3uii. — JleBymka kMBHy1a. — HaBepHoe, 3T0 Bce 3TOT AOM,
¢ ero ucropueii. 1 6yny pana, Korga Mbl yrakyeMmcs U yeaem
B NPUJIHYHBIN rOpol, IIe HET HHKAKUX pa3sroBOpoB 0 BeAbMax
U NpUBUAEHUsX. Eciu ocTaHeMcs 30ech Halo/iro, To U CaMH Mo-
BepHM BO Bce 3T0. BrineiiTe moxonan. [leHb MpeacTouT Tsxe-
JIbIH, H BaM HY>KHO TTOAKPEMUTHCA.

Tax oHa neNuMKaTHO HanmoMHUJa o noxopoHax. I[lepcuc ce-
Jla ¥ NOCJYIIHO NMPUHSUIACh MUTh TETUIBIH 110K0J1al U3 YalllKH.
A Moy peliMTenbHO NpoaosKana:

— ¥V Hac HeT NpWIMYHOTO YEPHOTO TPAyPHOTO IUIaThsl, TaK YTO
sl HEMHOTO TepeAeana Baiie 6enoe 6atucrobBoe. K HeMy moiiayT
yepHbIii mapd M yepHbie mepyaTtku. Tak nogoiiger.

— Cnacu6o, Moanu. — MBICIb 0 HEOOXOIMMOCTH COOMI0AE-
HUS TPUWIMYHOIO Tpaypa He MPUX0auJia eii B rojloBy, HO MoJuiu-
TO 00 3TOM He 3a6buta. OHa ropaUTCs TeM, YTO Beeraa cobimoa-
€T NpWIKYHA.

— ITocKo/bKY BHI 4JleH CEMBH M XEeHLIMHA, — TPOAOJIXKANA
¢ 0ObIYHOI yBepeHHOCTbIO CIYXXaHKa, — BAM MOXHO He MoKa-
3bIBaThcs A0 cyXO0b1. CHIOKH NPUHECET BaM 3aBTPaK, U KaruTaH
CKa3al, 4To, €CJIM BBl HE Bo3paxKaeTe, c/yX0a COCTOMTCSA B Ae-
BATb. ¥ HUX 30€Ch, KQXKETCS, HET HACTOSILLETO CBSILLIEHHUKA, —
Monnu ¢peipkHyna. — KanmuraH caM npoBoAuT cayx0y. ['oBopsr,
OH 3TO0 Bceraa AejiaeT, Koria Ha 6eper BoIOpachiBaeT YTOIIEHHH -
koB. Mucc Ilepcuc...

OHa nepecrajia CyeTUTBCSI M NMPUCTAIBHO NOCMOTpEJIa B JIH-
1O XOo3sMKe.

— J... — oHa HeyBepeHHO NoMoJ4ana, NoTOM TOPOILIMBO
nponoaxuia: — Lly6an, 6eaHbI# cTapHK, He COBceM B cede. Ka-
JXETCsl, OH pellI, YTo eMy He3aueM 6oJibliie XUTb. OH Bellb BCeT-
J1a 6b11 Tak 630K K MucTepy Oractny. Ho, mucc Ilepcuc, uyro
MBI Bce 6yaem Jienarb?
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Ilepcuc oCcTOPOXHO MOCTaBWla YallKy ¢ HIOKOJIaloM Ha
ononue. EnuHcTBEHHOE, YTO OHU MOTYT CleJIaTh, 3TO MPOAOJI-
JKUTH BBINOJIHEHHE IUTaHa Ay OracTHHA U MOMNLITAaThCsA MOaYy-
YUTb cocTossHHe Ha baramax. Ho oHa noHATHS He MMena, KaK
3TO CHeJNaTh.

MoxeT ObITh, eif MOMOXeT Kakoii-Huoyb iopuct B Ku-Yacre.
Ona rny6oko B3noxHyna. Moanu, llly6an, oHU ¢ caMoif IOHOCTH
B yCIyXXeHuH y Asau OractiHa. KoHeyHOo, OHU NPaBbl, KoTaa 06-
pallaloTcst K Heif 3a ykazaHusaMuU. beia B ToM, 4TO OHA He 3HaeT,
4YTO UM cKa3aTb. I1oka He 3HaerT.

— Hawm HyxHo nockopee otnpaBuThcsi B Ku-Yact, — 3acra-
BHJIa OHA cebs cKa3aTh KaK MOXHO TBepXe. — Y MeHsl eCTb IOKY-
MeHTHI Js10u OracTiHa. OH OOBSCHUJ MHE... — U AEBYLIKA Kpa-
TKO Mepeckasaia Mosin 3aIyTaHHYI0 ceMEHYI0O HCTOPHIO, KO-
TOpasi IpHBeJa UX Ha IOT.

— Amoc Pyk! — BockiukHyna Mosuil, npepBas Xo3s1iiKy Ha
cepenuHe ¢ppasbl.

— Yo THI 0 HeM 3Haewb? — XHBo cripocuna flepcuc.

CnyxaHKa nmomxana ryobl, Kak BCeria B TaKMX Cly4asix.

— Hy, ecTtb u gpyras crapas uctopusi, Mucc [lepcuc. Bbl 3Ha-
ete, uto B 1812 romy y xo3situHa GbUIO TpU Kanepa'. OHM MpHHECIH
eMy xopoluyio npubbuib. OH BCceraa HeHaBUAe aHTAWYaH. Benb
€ro Jell yMep B aHIJIMICKOIM TIOpbMeE OT JIMXOPalIKH, a OTeL Moruo
Ha BoiiHe ¢ aHT/IMyaHaMmu. [To3TOMY, KOraa Mor, OH MCTHJ HM.
[oBopAT, yTO OAMH M3 KOpabiei, 3aXBayeHHBIX €ro KarepoM —
TOT KOpabJb Ha3bipaics «Ope», — 11ea ¢ baraMcKux ocTpoBoB
U NpUHaLjIexal KaKOMY-TO POACTBEHHUKY Xo3a1uHa. M 4yto Bo
BpeMsl B3ATHsS Kopabis 6bu1 YOUT cbiH AMoca Pyka. D9T1o npocto
CJIyXH, s1 He 3Hal0 HUKaKHX J0Ka3aTeJbCTB. M X031MH HUKOTAa
00 3TOM He roBopua. OH Aaxe 10JT0 He 3HaJ 00 3ToM. MyXX4YHUH,
KOTOpbIE YXOIAT Ha BOIHY, 4acTo YOMBAIOT, U He €ro BUHA, 4YTO
CBIH AMOCa 0Ka3aJics TaM.

' Kanep — yacTHOe CyAHO, 3aXBaThiBaBIlice BO BpeMsi BOMHBI C Be-
JIOMa NPaBUTENLCTBA TPY30BbIE U MACCAXHUPCKUe Kopabny BpaxaeOGHOIl
cropoHbl. — [Ipum. nepee.
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Iepcuc yausuiacek. Ecau asiaa OracTHH XoTA ObI KOCBEHHO
CBAI3aH CO CMEPTHIO ChIHA AMOCa... MoXeT, 3TO OOBACHSET €ro
NpeICMEPTHDBIN KPHK, YTO OH He yOuiilia? MoxeT ObiTb, UMEH-
HO IT03TOMY OH He TIPHHSLI NIepBoe NMpelIoXeHHE BIOBB AMOCa.
XoTa 3TO CJIYYHIJIOCh MHOTO JIET Ha3an. Hy, K Hell 3To He uMeet
HMKAKOIO OTHOILIEHHsI, KpOMeE TOTO, YTO OHa Toxe Pyk U e#f 3Tn
CMepTH MOTYT IIPUHECTH Bbiroay. TeM He MeHee OHa NMOYYBCTBO-
BaJia ce0s BCTPEBOXEHHOM M HECYACTHOI. MoJUiH KakK 6yATO no-
HSUIa 3TO0 U O6bICTpO N0OaBUIA:

— He pacctpausaiitech n3-3a 3Tux aeHer, Muce Iepcuc. Cra-
past elu He 3aBelrana Obl UX, €CJIM Obl CUMTANIa BAHOBATbIM XO-
35MHa. BbI TODKHBI clenaTh TO, YTO XoTea Baw Asnsi. Ho Hacuer
ruiaBaHus B Ku-Yacr...

— 3Halo. D10 03HayaeT cHoBa Mope. — Ilepcuc cuurtana, 4to
MOHUMaeT Bo3paxeHuss Mojuiu. OHa ¥ caMa He xoTesa Ob aaxe
JyMaTh O HOBOM IUIaBaHU M.

— He B 3toM nesio, Mucc Hepcuc. XoTs He MOTy CKa3aTh, YTo
paayioch IiaBaHuio. Ho rosopsar, «Ctpena» 60sblie HE CMOXET
nnaBath. Eif HyXXeH peMOHT, KOTOpbIif 3/1eCh CAeNaTh HEJab34.
A MoyYyTOBBIit KOpabib NMPUXOAUT OYCHBb PEAKO,

— Ho Beas kopabub kanutaHa JlesepeTra xoaut B Ku-Yacr...

— 910 BepHo, Mucc ITepcuc. Ho ceiffuac Kanutad B IJIOXHX
oTHouIeHUsAX ¢ xuTeasiMu Ku-Yacra. Tak, no kpaiiHei Mepe, ro-
BOPHJI MUCTEP XOKMHC, KOTZIa CErOHs YTPOM 3allleNl Ha KyXHIO
repexBaTUThb 4ero-HUuoyab. Mucrep XokuHC — OoLMaH ¢ «He-
MPEB30iICHHOTO» U O4€HDb 3HAIOLL U YesloBeK. ToNbKO Mogymaii-
te, Mucc Ilepcuc, okasbiBaeTcsi, OH poguics Ha Mbice [Jobpoii
Hanmexnpi, COBCeM HelaleKo OT JoMa MOUX poauTeneil. KoHeu-
HO, B IBEHAALIATh JIET OH VIlieJ B MOpe U HUKOTAA 6oJiblle Ty-
Z1a He Bo3Bpaaica. Kak n s. Ho y Hac Hauutocb MHOTO 001IMX
3HaKOMBIX. Tak BOT, MUCTep XOKHHC FOBOPUT, 4TO XuTeau Ku-
¥YacTa He 04eHb XOpOIL0 HACTPOEHHl K KallHTaHY, TOTOMY 4TO
OH 00BABUI 3TH MeCTa CBOUMH. OH OTHSUT Y HUX YacCTb HOOBIYM.
Ho oHu HHUYero He MOryT caenath. OH YECTHO M 3aKOHHO KYTTWJI
3TOT OCTPOB, M Y HEro ecTh JIMIIEH3UA Ha IIPaBO CHUMATh Kopas-
niu ¢ pucdoB. Ho xorna oH 6biBaet B Ku-Yacre, TaM Beerna crapa-
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IOTCA MPUYUHUTD MY HENPUATHOCTH, YTOOBI OH BHILIEIT U3 CeOs
Y Havan Apaky. [1o3ToMy OH HeYacTo TyJa 3aXOIMT.

— Torzaa npuaeTcs NOJOXUTLCA Ha yAayy, — IMOKOPHO CKa-
3ana lNepcuc. OHa 3aTgHysa KopceT 6esoro rwiaths. — Kanuran
ITuTrerpio uto-To ROMXKEH cAeNaTh co «CTpenoii». [laxe ecnu He
CMOXET B3SiITb Hac ¢ co6oif, oTBe3eT 1ucbMo B Ku-Yact. Ham
HYXHO HaiiTU TaM IOPUCTA.

OHa foctajna U3-Moj NOAYIIKH MopTdenb U ¢ COMHEHHEM T10-
urynaaa 3aMok. PaHo WiM Mo3AHO NpUIET BPeMs OTKPBHIThL €T0
MaJICHbKUM KJII0O4YOM, KOTOpPBIi nsa1a OracTHH BCeraa HOCHI Ha
openoke yacoB. Ho ceifyac oHa He MorJa 3acTaBUTh cebs cae-
JIaTb 3TO.

— IMoxanyiicTa, 1oJjIoXH 3To B Y4eMoAaH, MoJUTH, Ha caMoe
JHO. 3TO 04eHDb BaXHbIe JOKYMEHTHI.

— Xoporo, Mucc Ilepcuc.

IMpunuina ¢ 3aprpakoM Cbloku, U Ilepcuc noena, CkoiabKo
cMorna. Yro KacaeTcs moBeleHHs1 HEAABHO OCHPOTEBILEi, OHA
roToBa 6bUIa NOAYHHHUTLCA YKa3zaHusaM Mosnu. CeB B Kpecio
y OKHa, JeBylIKa MoCcTapanach COCTaBUTb KaKoi-HHOYAb IIaH
AEHCTBHIA.

Kasanoch, camoe Jiydiliee — OTKPOBEHHO NOMPOCUTD XO35IMHA
0 TNOMOILIH, KaK HY HeripusiTHa ObL1a eif 3Ta MBIC/Ib. OHa, Mosu
u Illy6an He MOryT ocTaBaThCs 31€Chb He3BAHBIMU FOCTAMH, MO-
XeT ObITb, MHOTO Helesb. JLOJKEH Xe CylleCTBOBaTh CIriocob no-
6parbes 40 Ku-Yacra v Booblile 10 BHEILIHETO MM pa.

«CTpena» Tenepb CTOsUIa B 3aLLULLUEHHOM MECTE BO3Je MPU-
yana. Ho naxe He MOpAKY M XeHIIUHE ObUIO ICHO, YTO KOpabJib
B IUVIOXOM COCTOSTHUH, OCE€Jl U CUJIbHO HaKpeHucs. PagoMm mo-
kayuBaicsa «Henpessoiinennelii». Ho «Ygauu 6ypu» He ObUIO
BuHO. [lepcuc noranbiBanach, YTo MOCjE BCTPEYH ¢ XO3SIMHOM
ocTpoBa 'pUJUIOH CHElHO yilie] B MOpeE.

KanutaH JleBeperr. Eit npuaeTcs pacCYUTHIBaTh Ha €T0 MO-
MOILib, TO3TOMY OHA J0JKHA ObL1a NMocTapaThes IpeoaoyeTh BO3-
MyllleHHe, KOTOPOE OXBAaTHIBAJIO €€ BCAKHIT pa3, KaK OHa BCIIO-
MHHaJa ero rpyoocTb Ha 60pTy «CTpeibl». BripoueM, HEOXOTHO
noayMasa JeBylllka, OH CAeJiajl 3To, YTOObI CIacTH el XXU3Hb.
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Ho oH pekep, npuueM Takoii, Kakoro (eciu Beputb MoJuin)
He NMPUHUMAIOT JaXe Ipyrue pekepbl. Becb 3TOT ero pocKoLIHEIA
JOM HaroJIHeH JoOpoM C Moru61Mx kopaoseii. Tak 4To xe 3a ye-
JIoOBEK OH Ha caMoM gesie?

Tlepcuc nonbiTanack BCMOMHUTE BHELLIHOCTD Y€JIOBEKA, KO-
TOPBI OCTABHJI HA PYKax AeBYIIKM CUHSAKHU, KOTHA OTPLIBAJ €€
OT MepuJ1, 4YTOOBI OPOCHTD, KAK OHA TOTAA pelUMIa, MPSIMO B MO-
pe. OH ObLT BHICOKHIA, €€ rojioBa edBa AOCTaBajla do ero Iuieya.
Pa3BeBaBuivecs Ha BETPY BOJIOCHI ObUTH TaKHe MOKpBIE, YTO OHA
He MOTJia pelInThb, CBETJIbie OHU WM TeMHble. U yXe B TOT pa3
ee Mopasuia ero MojHasi yBepeHHOCTb B CBOEI BJIAaCTH Haj, BCeM
U BceMH BOKpyT. O Bo3pacTe CracUTesiA OHa AaXe HE Morjia Ao-
ragatbcs. Ho B KOHIIe KOHIIOB pellinjia, 4To TaKoH YyesloBeK eif He
MOHPaBWICs OBI, JaXe eC/IM Obl OHA BCTPETHJIA €ro B OoJiee cro-
KOMHBIX 00CTOSITEIbCTBAX.

Ona BuIesa ero HaKaHyHe Be4epoM, KOrJa OH OmNsATh Cpa3y
MPHHSAI Ha ce6sl pyKOBOACTBO, HO U3 3TOif BTOPOM BCTpEYHM 3a-
MOMHWJIA COBCEM HeMHoroe. Ternepb OH He KpU4yall Ha Hee Kak
B e PBHIii pa3, a rOBOPHUJI CYXHM AEJIOBBIM I0JIOCOM, KOTOPbIii OHA
enBa cabilana. Ho mogyMasa, 4to oH moxoX Ha asnaio OractuHa,
TOJIKO MaHephl He TaKue padpyHUPOBaHHEIE.

IMepcuc B3noxHyna. KanutaH 66Ul Tenepb €AUHCTBEHHBIM,
KTO MOT ITOCOBETOBATH €il 4T0-J1M00, KaK €1 HU HEMPUATHO MpU-
3HaBaTh 3T0. EC/IM OH He 3aX04eT WIX He CMOXET CaM OTILIBbITh
B KH-Y3cT, TO HaBepHSIKa 3HaeT, KaK 3To CAENATh H K KoMy obpa-
THUTbCA 32 IOpUANYECKOIT moMollblo. B rokyMeHTax nsaau Oractu-
Ha AOJXXHO HAHTUCH 3aBelllaHKe: OH ObUT CTUIIKOM aKKYpPaTHbIM
J1eJIOBBIM 4eJIOBEKOM, YTOOBI He OAyMaTh 00 3TOM.

Iepcuc cHoBa B3goXxHyAa. OHa YYBCTBOBajIa ce6s1 MOYTH Ta-
KO Xe yCTaBllieil U U30UTOM, KaK B MepBbIii pa3, KOraa NpocHy-
JIach B 3TOil KOMHaTe, He 3Hasl, rae HaxoguTtca. Eil Oblio Xaib
asmio OractuHa. Ho 1o GonesHu U moTepU COCTOSIHUS OH XUJI
Mo-CBOEMY CYacCTIMBO, B 3TOM OHa OblTa yBepeHa. [ToueMy-To
6onble oHa xanena Llly6ana u HeMHoro ce6s1. U ele TpeBoXH-
nack. CJIOBHO Biiafieelllb TPOYHBIM TOMOM, a OH y TebGs Ha riasax
pacnajgaeTcs Ha OTAe/bHbIE KUPTHYM.
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Ycablias CTyK B ABEPb, NEBYIIIKA BHIPAMWIACH U 3abillajia
YyTOYKY YaLle.

— Mucc Pyk?

Tlepcuc ycnokounack. 3to Muccuc Ilpaiiop. Iloyemy oHa
OXMAaNa, YTO YCJBILIUT APYroii, BIacTHLIH roaoc? OHa BhIIIUTa
B KOPUIOD, e €€ XK1ajla JOMONpaBUTEIbHULIA.

— Mucc Pyk... — noBTOopeHHe ee HME€HH NPO3BYyYalo Tak,
cJioBHO rpo3Has Muccuc Ilpaiiop 6bu1a yeM-To 03aGoueHa.

— 3Haiw, — [lepcuc HaGpanack MyxectBa. — Crniacu6o, Muc-
cuc [lpaiiop. B roctuHoi1?

— Mucc Ilepcuc, — Mosid TOpOIUTHBO MOAHHUMANACh 110
3a/IHeil IeCTHHLIEe, YTOObl OTHATh X034iiKy. B pykax oHa Hecna
IUIOTHO CBA3aHHBIN OYKETUK, IpKUii, KaK TPSAMNKU, U3 KOTOPHIX
OHa JIIOOUT AenaTh JIOCKyTHhIe ofesina. Ilepcuc ¢ 6narogapHo-
CThIO MPUHSLIA 3TOT I'pyOOBaTO CAeNaHHBIit OyKeT. BripoueM, oHa
HHMKOTAA He cBsi3biBaia Asaio OracTMHa ¢ IiBeTaMH, TeM 6oJiee Ta-
KHMH KpHUYAITUMH.

Cnyx0y oHa BOCIIpMHSJIAa C KAKUM-TO CTPaHHBIM YYBCTBOM,
TaK KaK B [JlyOMHe Oyl oHA Obljia MOTpsiceHa, TPOHYTa OAM -
HOYECTBOM CMEPTH B TAKOM JAJIEKOM MHpe, Iie HUYTO He Ha-
MOMMHAaeT XHU3Hb, 3HaKOMyl0 Asige OractuHy. OHa maakana
0 4eJloBeKe, KOTOPOro HUKOTAA MO-HacTosAlleMy He ITOHUMa-
Jla, HO KOTOpbIii Mo-cBoeMy ObUT A06p K Heil. M noyeMy-To Obl-
Jla paja, uTo CJI0Ba, CKa3aHHble eMYy, OTHOCSITCSl U K APYTUM He-
3HAKOMbBIM €il JIOASIM, KOTOpble BCTPETHIU CMEPTh BAAMU OT
Joma.

OHa cMoTpena, Kak KanutaH JleBepeTT YMTaeT YTO-TO U3 Ma-
JIEeHbKO# M3HoLeHHoU buonmuu. /la, oH GbUI BLICOK, U T€NEpPbD,
KOTJla €r0 BOJOCHI BBICOXJIM, OHH OKAa3aJIUCbh CBET/IbIMH, €llle
cBeTJiee, YeM Y €ro CeCTphl, 0COOeHHO Ha (POoHe CMYIJIOH KO-
XH. ['na3za y Hero O6bLIM NMPOH3UTENBHOTO CEPO-TONYOOro LIBETa,
M YTO-TO B HHX HAaNMOMHWJIO eif asimio OractuHa. OHM CJIOBHO 3a-
IJISTIBIBAOT B ITyOb YeJIOBEKa, BUIOAT €T0 HACKBO3b, YUTAIOT MbIC-
. OH He KpacaBel, pellWia JeByllika, HO B JJIO60M o0LuecTBe
ObLI OB 3aMeTeH. M1 oHa moYyBCTBOBaIa K HeMy 6J1aroqapHoOCTb,
0 KOTOpO# paHbllie He AyMaJia.
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BnarogapHa oHa 6bUIa M OCTaIbHBIM COOpaBLUMMCS 31€Ch.
Jloxtopy BUpHHTY B U3MATOM 0€JIOM JIbHAHOM KOCTIOME€, HO
¢ YyepHbIM rancTykoM, Jlnaguu u muccuc Ipaiiop, Ly6amy u Moji-
JIK, MEXIY KOTOPBIMM CTOSUIA.

— AXXX... — pa3gancs B310X, TOXOXHil Ha CTOH.

1lly6an, nprxMMaBLUIKMiI PYKH K IPYAH, noiuaTHycs. [lepcuc
MoaxXBaTHIA €ro 3a IUIeY0 M MombiTanach yaepxartb. K HUM 6b1-
CTPO NMoJoLe] AOKTOp BUPHUHT U NPUHAIT Ha ceOs TAXECTD Xy-
JlOTO TeJia CTapuKa.

— OH npuzer B ce6s, — yremunia geBymiky Mowin. — Ho
ceifyac eMy HeJIb3sl BCTaBaTh.

Jokrop BUpUHT monan 3HaK, 4 IBOE CJIYT, HE3aMETHO CTOsIB-
LIMX Y BXOJa, MOAOULIH, 4ToOb! oTHeCTH 1lly6ana. Ilepcuc same-
TWIA, 4TO KanuTtaH JleBepert HanpaBaseTcd K Heil. OHa 3aroBo-
pWia, He MJIsifis Ha Hero:

— OHu GBUIH BMeCTe ¢ caMoii MoJionocTtu. ...

MyXCKasl pyKa Kpenko B3sUia ee NaibLibl.

— Bau gsans pospkeH Gbul OBITh O4€Hb XOPOILMM XO3SIHHOM,
4yTOOBI 3aCIYXUTh TaKylo npedaHHocTb. He Gecnokoiitech 06
3TOM 4eJsioBeKe: BUpMHT 103a00TUTCA O HEM.

— A... — HeoxunaHHo ria3a [lepcuc 3anojiHWINCH Clie3aMU.
OHa nosioxuia usetsl Moy Ha rpo6.

KanuTaH JleBepeTT He oToluen ot Hee. lon 3akayancs nmox ae-
BYIHKOIi, CIOBHO nany6a «CTpesibl», U OHa 0OHapYXXWJIa, YTO OT-
YassHHO BLIETWIACh B CWILHYIO PYKY KaltMTaHa, KaK 6yATO TOJIbKO
OHa obewanu 6e3onacHocTh. Beap BCsi HopMayibHas M 6e3omnac-
Hasl XHU3Hb Tenephb 6bU1a oToOpaHa y Hee. O6Mmopok Llly6ana 3a-
CTaBWJI ee OKOHYaTeJIbHO MOHSATD 3TO.

I'maBa narTasa

INpsimas xectkas cnuHa Ilepcuc roBopuia o ToM, Kak ycrei-
Ho MHCC TTMKeTT BhIIpeCCUpOBaJIa IOHBIX JieAd. Pyku, mpaBuwib-
HO CJIOXeHHEIE, MO-MpeXHeMY JIeXaIM Ha MaIeHbKOM HopTderie.
Ho oHa BHHMMAaTeJILHO CMOTpEJIa Ha YeJIOBEeKa y o4ara U He yy-
CTHJIA M3 BUIY, UTO OH BCE CIJIbHEE XMYPUTCS.

54



BEEP C TJIASAMA M3 ONAJNA

— §1 cornaceH, mucc Pyk, 4to 10puanyeckast HOMOILb B TAKOM
nejie HeobxomuMa. K HecyacThblo, 1opHcTa Oiixke Ku-Yacrta He
Ha#mellb, a KOraa Bbi CMOXETE TYa OTIPaBUTHCA...

— 41 3Halo, ¢3p, — TBEpPIO 3asiBIJIA OHA, — YTO UHOTAA CIO-
J1a IPUXOAUT MOYTOBOE CYJHO, — JI€BYIIKa TOpAO 3anpajia noj-
0OpOIOK: OHA He CTAHET MPOCUTH O MOMOIIH, €CJAU OH XAET OT
Hee 3Toro.

— HHoraa — 310 BepHO. TOJLKO NMPOMEXYTKH BpeMeHH
OYeHb J0JTHE, — OTBeTWI KanutaH Jlepepertr. — K ToMy Xe Ha
TOM KopabJe oueHb TecHO. M eciv Ha HeM yXe eCThb acCaXuphbl,
BaM oTKaxyT. Ho, BO3MOXHO, yaacTCs NMpUAyMaTh YTO-HHOYIb
apyroe, mucc Pyk. Sl paccMotpio 310 Aeno.

— Cnacub6o, c3p.

B xoMHaTe OH MPOM3BOAMJ BlieYaTieHHE MOYTH TAaKOE Xe
rpo3Hoe, Kak U Ha many6e «Ctpenbl». OHa Jierko Morjia npej-
CTaBUTB cebe, KaK OH CMETaeT ee C MYTH, €CJIU 3TO COOTBETCTBY-
et ero 1iaHaM. Eii crayio sicHo, yTo oHa NpeAcCTaBasieT /i Hero
npoGieMy, MpUYeM MpoodaeMy HexenarebHylo. [lepcuc Berana.

~— MEI oueHb 61arofapHH BaM 3a TOCTENPUUMCTBO, C3p. 3a-
6oTa o asiae, a renepb o LlIyGane nposisieHa Takas, Kakoi MOX-
HO TOJIbKO XeJIaTh, JaXe CO CTOPOHbI CaMBIX OJIU3KUX POACTBEH-
HukoB. U I1lyGan B HBEIHELITHEM COCTOSIHHH HE MOXeT yexath. Ho
MBI HE MMeeM MpaBa JoJibliie OCTABaThCs B BallleM AoMe. MHe
TOBOPHJIH, YTO 31€Ch €CTh FTOCTUHHLIA IJIsl MyTelleCTBEHHUKOB,
MOTEpIEeBIINX KpylleHre. MoXeT, HaM Jiydile NepeexaTb TyAa...

OH HaxXMypPHJICSI COBCEM MPAyHO.

— KoHeuHo HeT! O, yBepsiio Bac, rocTHHHUILIA Herutoxass. Ho
OHa He 1A JIeAH, OCOOEHHO OIMHOKOIA.

— Csp, MHe nopa HayuMTbCsl caMoil 3a00THTBCA O cebe.
U ¢ Moiuiu s He oJHa.

Ho xanuTaH yxe 6bU1 Ha MOJIMYTY K ABEPH, KaK OYATO HE MOT
OoJIbllie YOeasaTh eif U ee 3a60TaM BpeMeHU. M nib Opocun ye-
pes Ijieyo:

— 51 He xo4y HHYero OOJbLLIE CABILUATD O TAKUX IU1aHAX, MUCC
Pyk. Bl ocTaHeTeCh NOA 3TOM KpHILLIEH, MOKa MBI HE HaiineM
Cnoco6 oTIpaBUTh Bac B MyTh C yA0OCTBaMM.
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Iepcuc eapa He axHyna. PeskocTb, mogo6GHast rpybocTH, He-
MeIJIEHHO BbI3BaJia e BO3MYIEeHHe. Y 3Toro KanutaHa Jlesepet-
Ta HeT HaA Helo BnacTi. Ho oH Kak 6yaTo Xaaj, yTo oHa MOKOPHO
MOAYUHUTCS ero pachnopskeHUsIM. CIIOBHO OH €€ OMNEKYH.

Hemyiuka kpenue cxkana noprdenn. [1paBaa, el He xBaTalo
HECKOJIbKUX MeCSILIEB, YTOOBI IO 3aKOHY CTaTh COBEPLUEHHOJET-
Heil. Ho asiist HUKOTIa He ToBOpUA e, YTo HaMeTW Il Hee orie-
KyHa. XOTsl, MOXET, ONIEKyH y Hee BCE Xe €CTh, U €l He MO3BOJAT
Jaxe 1o06paThCs 10 OCTPOBOB.

CMoOXeT 1 KaKoii-HuOynb 1opuct B Ku-Yacte nefictBoBarhb
oT ee HMeHU? OHa He moaymaiia o6 3ToM paHblie. X0Tel0Ch Obl
3HATb, YTO TOBOPUT 3aKOH 00 ee ciydyae. Korna ona eue Heco-
BepLUEHHOJETHSAS U HE UMEET OMEKYHa.

JdeBylika BbITJIsIHY/Ia B OKHO, 332 KOTOPbIM LiapuJa Mocjierno-
JlyleHHasi TUWWHA. bbllo o4yeHb Xapko; JIErKUid MOpCKoil 6pu3
conceM ctux. [lepcuc Hayaia moHUMaTh cioBa JIMaUM 0 TOM, YTO
ocTpoB L1 Hee — TiIopbMa. Ho oHa He MmMo3BOaUT, YTOOH e TO-
Xe 3anepJsin B 31y TIopbMy! KanuTaHn JleBepert, 10/KHO OBITD,
C TAaKMM Xe HeTepleHHUeM X0YeT OoT Hee U30aBUTHCS, KaK H OHa
OT Hero.

Ilepcuc BepHyaachk B KOMHaTy. Clie10BaIo MOCKoOpee MPoCMo-
TpeTh 6yMaru B noptdese, a 4yachl C KJII0OYOM OT 3aMO4yKa Ha bpe-
JIOKe JIEXAJIH HA CYHIYKE B €¢ KOMHaTte. YCTpPOUBIUMCH NOya06-
Hee, OHa pacKpbiia nopTdeib M BLITPSIXHYJIA HA KPOBaTb CTOM -
KY JOKYMEHTOB. /lBa nepeBsA3aHHbIX JICHTOI ITMCbMa OHA y3HAaJIa:
OHH ObLIM U3 CYHAYYKa C yepaaka. Kpome Toro, TaM HaxoguJics
JUIMHHBIA, CJIOXEHHBIN BTpOE JUCT C BHYLUUTEABHOM MEYaTbio.
Ha HeM novepkoM ¢ 3aBUTYIIKaMH Obl1o HanmucaHo «[locienHss
BOJIS1 U 3aBEILIAHHE».

[Mepcuc nmpexae BCcero NPUHAIACHL H3y4aTbh 3TOT JOKYMEHT,
HanuCaHHbIA HEMPUBBIYHBIM IOPUAUYECKUM S3bIKOM. [leHcus
Lly6ary, neHcust Mosin, cymma, 3aBeliaHHasi MUCCHC PoOuH-
COH, KyXapKe, KOTopasi 3anpapisijia KyXHeil Hbl0o-iHOpKCKOTro 10-
Ma. YIIOMHUHAHUE O HEKOTOPHIX KHUTaX, KOTOPbIE JO/DKHBI Nepeii-
TH K MUCTepy Xory. PacniopsiXeHus 1o noBoxy NOXOpOH, cielaH-
Hble 10 Toro, Kak OracTuH Pyk peliwt oTnpaBUTBCS HA 10T,
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M HakoHell nocieqHee: «Bce ocTapliieecs: COCTOSSHHE H COO-
CTBEHHOCTD 3aBeilaio Moeii miemsiHHule Tlepcuc Pyk». Huka-
KOTO YITOMHHaHHs 06 onekyHcTBe. OueBUAHO, AsiAsA OracTvH He
IyMaJl, YTO YMpET 0 e¢ coBeplucHHOAeTHs. Ho oH momxeH O6bu1
3HATh, YTO COCTOSIHHE 3OPOBbS Y HETO HE Nydlliee. XOTs, MOXET
OBITh, U 3HAJI, HO HE MPU3HABAJICA CaMOMY cebe.

OHa crana uutaTth nucbMa. IlepBbiM npouna Gonee nosaHee.
Ot 10pucta, Hekoero muctepa CumncoHa bpayHa ¢ baramckux
ocTtpoBoB. B Hem coiepxanach npock6a K Asige OracTuHy Npu-
exaTb CaMOMY WIH MpHUCHaTh ZOBEPEHHOTO YeIOBeKa s peLe-
HMS BoTpoca o HacsieacTBe MaaaM Pyk. CymMa B nmucbMe He yrno-
MHHaJIach, HO ObLJI0 ICHO, YTO HAC/IEACTBO 3HAYUTEABHOE U paay
HEro CTOMT MOTPYAUTbCA. [lepeBsizaHHbIE JIEHTOH MUCbMa Obl-
JIM ropasno ctapiue. OHU faxe noTeMHeTH oT BpemeHH. [lepcuc
pacnpasuia nepsoe. U yepHuna ot BpeMeHu nodnekiu. OHa no-
CMOTpeJia B CTOPOHY OKHa. [leJ10 ObL10 He TONbKO B TOM, YTO OHA
He NMPHUBLIKJIA K CTApHHHOMY MOYEPKY: yXe cMepKaioch. Cobupa-
JIMCh TYYH, CHOBA NOJHSICS BETEP, OT MOPHIBOB KOTOPOTO 3aTpe-
neTaay 3aHaBecku. [lepcuc MoTOpoNUaach 3aKpbiTh OKHA. 3aMe-
THB, KaK ObIOTCSI Ha BETPY JIMCTbS NMaJIbM, OHA 3aKpeNuiia TakxkKe
U ctaBHU. Heyxenu Ha nmoaxone HoBasi 6yps?

OHa 3aXIJ1a CBe4y Ha CToJjle M NogHecAa K Hell MUCbMO, YTO-
OBl Ay4llle CTan0 BUIHO.

B nucbMe roBOPUIIOCH O COBBITHAX, O KOTOPBIX €if yXe pac-
ckasan gaa OractuH. [Toyepk 06pa3oBaHHOTO YeloBeKa, CTWIb
0YeHb YETKHIT, HUKAKUX OTCTYILIeHH . Coo0111anoch, YTO nocie
cMepTH AMoca Pyka HailieHbl TOKYMEHTbI, HEOTIPOBEPXXUMO CBU-
JETENbCTBYIONIME, YTO OH ObUT B KOJITY Y CBOUX HbIO-HOPKCKHUX
POACTBEHHMKOB. ABTOP IMHMCbMAa NpeaJiarajia BbiCAaTh TpebyeMylo
cyMMy. HecMoTps He caepKaHHble BbipaxkeHusi, [lepcuc pewu-
J1a, YTO MUILYILASA BO3MYIilieHa aAT4HOCTBIO CBOETO MOKOHHOIO My-
xa. ITucemo 6eu10 moanucaHo «Kaponaitu Pyk».

Ho Bo BTOpOM mucbMe oKa3sajiach HHGOPMaLHSs, 0 KOTOpPOii
s OracTHH He ynoMuHas. OHo 6bU10 IUIMHHEE NMePBOTo, Halu-
CaHo JPoXallluM rmoyepkoM. XoTs, CpaBHUB IaThl, Ilepcuc ycra-
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HOBWJIA, YTO BTOpOE MUCHMO ObUIO OTIIPABIEHO BCETO Yepes ye-
TBIpE ToAa MnocJjie nepBoro.

— Oractuny PyKy, ackBaiipy, — Nnpo4wia OHa LWIErNoToM U Ha-
yana pa3buparth JanbHeiee.

«41 xouy NonpocHTh Bac 0 GOJIBLIOM OJOMXKECHUHU, HO 1)1 MO-
€ro AyLleBHOro MHMpa 310 Heobxonumo. Kak Bbl 3Haete, y Moero
MOKOIHOT0 My>Xa ObUI CBIH, POXICHHBIN BO BHEOPAYHOM COXH-
TeJILCTBE ellie A0 Hallero ¢ HUM 6paka. O1HaKO OH OTKPBITO MpHU-
3HaJ MaJIbYMKA U CHIeJ1aJl €r0 CBOMM 3aKOHHBIM HaCJIeJHUKOM,
TaK Kak ObU10 SICHO, YTO B HallleM Bo3pacTe JeTei y Hac He OyJeT.

K HecyacTblo, 3TOT MaNbYMK, [IxeitMc Pyk (UMst, npuHATOE
MocJie YCHIHOBJIEHHUA), 0Ka3aJICsl YeJIOBEKOM CTPaCTHOTO H CBOE-
HpPaBHOTO TeMIiepaMeHTa. OH MOCTOTHHO CCOPUWJICA C OTLIOM,
CBSI3aJICA C AYPHBIM OOLLECTBOM M ObLT IOCTOSHHBIM UCTOYHHU-
KOM HETMpHUATHOCTEH U 6ecyecThs 11 MOETO MYXKa, XOTS OH MHO-
ro pa3 gaBai [IxeiMcy BO3MOXHOCTb UCTIPABUThLCS.

Korna Hayanach HoBasi MOpCKasl BoifHa ¢ Ballieii CTpaHoOi,
IxeiiMc, BOoMpeKkH XeJIaHUIO 0TLA, OTIIPaBUJICS B IJIaBaHHE Ha
Kanepe, oCHallleHHOM Ha ocTpoBax. Kanep mo3xe GbUT 3axBaucH
KopabsieM noj aMepukaHCKHUM ¢aroM. C Tex Nop Mbl HHYETO HE
casianu o Jxeitmce, KpoMe ciyxa, YTo OH GbUT YOUT BO BpeMs
abopaaxHoro 6os1. Ho 1o caMoii cBoeit cMepTH MO MyX Haje-
anics, 4To ero JIxeiMc MoxeT ObITh XUB. Jlo/mxHa npu3HaThCs,
4YTO s NOAJEpXUBAIA ITY HaleXAY, TaK KakK 3TO obsieryaio no-
JIOXXEHHE MYXa BO BpeMs €ro A0aroii 60Jie3HH.

S npoBena yacTHoe pacciieA0BaHHE U YCTAaHOBUIIA, YTO JIIOOH
JeACTBUTENBHO BUAENH, Kak JIxeiiMc ynan Ha nany6e Bo BpeMs
60s. Cya Npu3HaI 3T0 AOCTATOYHBIM JOKA3aTeJbCTBOM €TI0 CMEp-
TH, U MIO3TOMY BCE COCTOSTHUE €ro OTLIAa U MOET0o MyXa IepeLio
KO MHE.

Ho coBceM HemaBHO s yciiblliana Koe-4To HoBoe: JIxeiimc,
XOTSA M PaHEeHHIi, ylieJiesl, HO IOTOM €ro HUKTO He Buaei. Al ycra-
HOBWJIA, KaKoii Kopa6nb 3axeatua «llarmio». I1o cTpaHHoit Mpo-
HMU CYABOBI, 3TOT KOpabiib 0Ka3aics NpUHaLIeXamnM Bam. Tak
Kak KopabJib He noru6, Bbl, BOBMOXHO, CyMeeTe pa3biCKaTh Ciy-
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XKUBIIMX Ha HeM. He cMoXeTe JIH COOOIIMTD MHE AOTOJIHUTEIb-
HY10 HH)OPMALIUIO MO 3TOMY Jey?
JxeiiMCy ObUIO ABaguaTh JieT, Y HEro ObUIa CMyIJias KoXa
M TeMHBIe BoJiochl. Ha ThUIEHO# CTOpOHE NpaBoii pyke caGesb-
HBI# 1IpaM. OH o6J1anal HecaepXaHHbIM OYIfHBIM XapaKTepoM.
Oxmpgaio, ¢3p, Balllero OTBETa, TaK KaK JIJIsl MEHsI 3TO AEJIO Be-
Jryaiillieil BAXXHOCTH».

IMpexne Bcero Tlepcuc pelunia, yto xxeHa AMoca, AOJXHO
ObIThb, HeHaBHaeNa 3Toro JxeiiMca. bbulo SICHO, YTO OHa MMpH-
JIaCh ¢ HUM TOJIBKO panu Myxa. U 6ostnack nputaszanuii JIxeitmca
Ha HacencTBo. OTBETI JIM Ha 3T0 MACHhMO Asiast Oractun? Tlep-
CHC NMOMCKaJla cpeay Gymar Ha KpOBaTH.

Ellle OHH 10pUIHYECKUH JOKYMEHT: MOKa3aHUS MO MTPUCS -
roii, BepHee, 3aBepeHHas Konus (IoToMy 4T0O Ha 060pOTe CTOSLIO
«Komusi»). [TokasaHus 6bUTH B3ATHI Y ABOUX. [1epBhIii — KanuTaH
Ywuinapa Oy3Hc...

Ila Beab oHa 3Hana kanmutaHa OyaHca! OH yxe GbUT B OTCTaB-
Ke, HO JBaXIbl HaBellan Asmio B ux gome B Helo-Mopke.

Btopoii — ITarpuk KonHep. Psnom ¢ ero noanucelo cros-
JIO CJIOBO «O0LIMaH». O0a oA MPUCATOI MOKA3aJIM, YTO YE€JI0BEK,
ONMMCaHHHIA B MMChMe, ObUT paHeH U TOM Xe HOYbI0 CKOHYAICS
oT paH. U 6bu1 morpeéeH B Mope.

Hrax... [Tepcuc otnoxuna noKkymeHTEL Y ManaM Pyk umesnach
He oJHa NMpu4YMHa ObITh OarogapHoit assne OractuHy. CHayana
OH OTKAa3aJICA OT IUIaThI, KOTOPYIO OHA MpeIoXWIa, a IOTOM J0-
Ka3aJl ee npaBa Ha HacieactBo. Tenepsb [lepcuc ropasgo ayuyiie
MOHHUMana, nodyeMy Manam Pyk 3aBeiuiajsa 3Ha4MTENbHYIO 4acTh
CBOETO COCTOSHHUSA CTaplileii BETBH CEMbH CBOETO MyXa.

JleByllIKa aKKypaTHO CJIOXWIa NMUCbMa U JOKYMEHTHI Ha3ajl
B noptdenb. Kiiou ot Hero oHa noJjioxuia B MAJIEHbKYIO LIIKa-
TYJIKY CO CBOMMU JparoueHHOCTIMH. Ho BUHMWI M cebs asias
OracTtuH B cMepTH JIxeiiMca? OH yMep sIBHO ¢ 6eCITOKOIHOI cOo-
BECTBIO.

YxnanbsiBasg noptgenb B yeMoaaH, I[lepcuc yciibiana CHib-
HLIe TTOPBIBBI BeTpa. K Hell 0TYaCTH BepHYICS CTpax MOCACAHUX
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yacoB Ha «Ctpene». Ho Belb oHa ceifyac B 630MacHOCTH Ha Cy-
1lie, 2 He B OTKPBLITOM MOpe.

Kaxoii-To cTpaHHBIi1 BOTUTb IEPEKPhLT peB BeTpa. OHa B30por-
HyJIa OT 3TOTO HeOOBIYHOTO 3ByKa. B AeByllIKe 3a11eBeawics apy-
roif cTpax, TOT, YTO OHAa HCIbITaJIa HOYbIO, KOTAa OblIa yBepeHa
B YbeM-TO «IIPUCYTCTBHM» psAnoM. 3anpoxasiliag ITepcuc B3sna
CBeYy ¥ MOJOLLIA K ABEPH.

ITo yacam gsinu OracTiHa ObUTO ellle TOJBbKO Havyalo Bedepa.
Ho Houb 38ech HacTymaer oyeHb ObicTpo. [lepcuc 3axoreaoch 06-
wecTBa. BocnoMuHaHus 06 UCILITAHHOM YXace, KOTrJa OHa CTO-
sl1a y CT€Hbl, CTAHOBWIKCH BCe sIpyYe.

OHa ycibllana IyM BHM3Y, CTYK CTaBeHb. 3alepiii TakxKe
IBepb Ha BepaHay. Eie oqHa Oypsa! Ilepcuc Bo3Gnaromapwia
cyan0y, 4To oHa cefiuac He B Mope. Kak HY CWIeH BeTep, KaK HU
BeJIMKM BOJIHBI, HA OCTPOBE OHa B 6€30MacCHOCTH.

N3 coceaHeit KOMHATBI TOXeE CO CBE4Oi B pyKe BhILUIa JInaus.

— byps uner cunbHas. Y Bac eCTb BOJOHENPOHHLAEMBIi
TUTamI? — CIpOCHJIAa OHA.

— Her, — Ilepcuc youswiacs. Heyxenu Jiunusa npennaraet
BBLIITH Ha 3TOT BeTep?

— Xanb. INonepxute, — JIuaus nepenana eit CBOIO CBeuy
M Hayajla pa3BOpPaYyMBaTh CBEPTOK, KOTOPHIH HeC/a Mol pyKOW.
310 oKa3saics miam ¢ kamouoHoM. OHa HaGpocuiaa rnail Ha
MJleYy U HATAHY/A Ha TOJIOBY KaMIOWOH, He 00pallias BHUMAaHMS
Ha GecITopsAnoK B CBOEH CI0XHOM NMpUYecKe.

— IToiiny Ha MecTO BriepeICMOTPSAILLEro, — 3asiBUJIa OHA.

Tlepcuc moayMmaina o KpyToil y3Koiil ieCTHHLle, BeayLleH Ha
Kpbiiny. O yem ropoput Jluaua? Jla BeTep 3anpocTO COPBET ee
oTTyna. JJo/XHO OBITh, yKac OTpa3wICs Ha JiMille JeBYIIKH, MO-
ToMYy uTO JIMaus paccMesiach:

— Oto0 He onacHo. TaM yxe XeHaepceH, BriepeICMOTPSILLIAIA
Moero 6para. OH HaTsHYJI BEpeBKH, 32 KOTOPbIe MOXHO J€PXaTh-
cA. A M3JCOH XIeT BHH3Y, YTOOBI MepelaTh COOOLIEHHE, ECITH
MOKAXYTCA pakeThl TPEBOTH.

— KanuraHn JleBeperT BeIBeeT KOpaOib B TaKyio 6ypio?..
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— A Kak uHaye oH mo6paincs 661 10 «Ctpenbl»? JInileH3us
00s3bIBaeT ero 310 AeaaTh. «HenpeB3oaeHHDI» BbIIEPXUBAI
u yparaHbl. Jla, Kpio XIeT curuana.

OHa B3sJIa Ha3aJl CBOIO CBeuy U NMPHUHsJIaCh MOAHUMATBCA 0
nectHule. Tlepcuc HepelIUTEbHO ABUHYJIACH B MPOTUBOIOJOX-
HOM HamnpaBJIeHHH, MeJIEHHO, CTYTIIeHbKa 3a CTYNIEHbKOIM, CITy-
CTWJIACh Ha TEMHBbII1 MePBbIA 3TaX ¢ 3aKPbITBIMU CTABHSIMH OK-
Hamu. BolifiTi B Xpynkom kopabJie B caMyio nacTb Oypu — Ja, de-
JIOBEK, KOTOPOTO OHA BU/eJia Ha OOMbBIBaeMO#i BOJIHAMM Tanyde
«Ctpenbl», criocobeH U Ha Takoe. EMy He oTKaxellb B Xxpabpo-
CTH, 4TO Gbl HY TOBOPWIH IJIOXOTO 00 €ro Xxapakrepe.

Miuccuc Ilpaiiop Obuia 3aHATa B rocTUHO#. OHa MoBepHYJIach
K TlepcHc M HEOXHIaHHO 3a1ajla BOMpPOC:

— CraBHH B Ballleif KOMHaTe XOpollio 3aKpbIThl, MUcC Pyk?

— Ha. Bynet cuibHasg 6ypsa? — JleBylllKe MOKa3aJoCh, YTO
MPOYHBIIf JOM HAYMHAET APOXaTh O] CHJIbHBIMM yIapaMH BETpa.

— Kaxercsi. A MbI HEKOTOPBIM 00pa30M YSI3BUMBI 34eCh. X0-
TS IOM MOCTPOEH Ha CBasX, KOTOPbIe HEMHOTO CrHOAal0TCA Ha Be-
Tpy. MHaye ero Boobiie Morjio 6bl pasHecTH. Ha KyxHe Bce OTHH
noramieHbl. IIpuaercss 06XOAUTBCS XONOAHOM €/10#, MoKa Oyps
He NpoHIeT.

Eif mpuxoannoch roBOPUTHL Ha MOBBILIEHHbIX TOHAX, YTOOLI
nepekpuyarh wyMm cHapyxu. Kak JIuaus MoxeT HaXOAUTHCA TaM,
Ha kphoiie? Tepcuc nopaxanach 6e3paccyacTBy AeBYIIKH.

— Jluaus mouwia Ha Kpbilly, — ckasaia oHa. OHa He MorJja
PYKOBOIMTb IeCTBUSIMH CBOCH XO35iMKH, HO, HABEpHOE, MUCCHUC
Ipaitop yTo-HUOYAb CHENaeT.

Muccuc Ipaiiop noxana miedyamu.

— OHa u ee 6paT — 2T0 y HUX B KpoBU. OHa NIOHKUMAeT omnac-
HOCTb, XOTSl TAM M NIPUBA3aHO MHOTO TPOCOB. YTO OHa OT 3TOTO
MOJIYYUT, KPOMeE TIPOMOKILLEH OfeXbl... — JloMOTNpaBUTEbHHLA
CHOBA IOXaJa [ie4aMHu. — A KalMTaH yXe B Mope.

— He noHumalo, Kkak oH MoXeT... — peumaach [lepcuc.

— Jlyyiue Ka4yaTbcs Ha BOJIHAX B MOpeE, YeM pa3OUTBCS O MPH-
yajl, — 9KOHOMKa [MpOoBepuia MPOYHOCThb NOC/IeIHUX CTaABEHb., —
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Tonpko mocMoTpuTe Ha 310! — OHa MoKa3sala Ha Bony, MpoOu-
BaBIUYIOCS B 3aKpHITOe OKHO. — [1puaeTcs 3aTHIKATh 1LEH, YTO-
OBl Boa He Jo6panach A0 KOBpPOB!

INepcuc nokopHo nouwa 3a Muccuc Ilpaiiop, ueneycrpemM-
JIeHHO HampaBuBIleicsa Ha KyxHio. Mam Po3, Cbioku u apyras
JieBYIIKA XaJIMCh K 04ary, CJIOBHO UM ObUIO XojlogHO. B ouare
enle TJea oroHb. Mot 3aMepia y 60JbLIOro CTojNa, 3aTKHYB
00eHMMH pYKaMH YIIIH ¥ TUIOTHO 3aKpbIB IJ1a3a, Kak OyaTo He XO0-
TeJla HH BUAETDb, HH CIBIIIATD OYICTBA CTUXHH CHAPYXH.

— Bcrapaiite! — Muccuc Ilpaitop noaolwia K rpynne y o4ya-
ra. — Boga npocoumiach B FOCTHHYIO. A MOXET, M B APYTHE MECTa
BJOJIb BOCTOYHO# CTeHbl. OTHIIINTE TPANKH, CTapble MOJIOTeHLA
1 TOTOBBTECH K YOOPKE.

— Boxap! 6yaet mHoro, Mmuccuc Ipaitop. — Mawm Po3 He cae-
Jiajia monbITKM BCTaTh, OHA KaK OYATO XoTena CrpsTaTbes 3a OT-
BeTOM. — BoZy HaroHUT yepes yepenaiiuii canok.

Muccuc [1paiiop npoliia no KyxHe, HAKJIOHWIACh U MOAHsINA
KpBILIKY J1I0Ka. OTKHHYB €€, HIOMONpPaBUTENbHHULIA B3S1a IUTOP-
MOBYIO JIaMITy ¥ onycTuna BHU3. MaMm Po3 u ciiyXaHKU HEOXOT-
HO OTOIIUTH OT 0Yara ¥ MPUHSJINCh AOCTaBaTh TPANKH U3 JIaps.

— Iloutu poBepxy, BepHO? — cnpocuia Mawm Pos.

Ilepcuc 3arnsHysa B TeMHOE OTBEPCTHE, KOTOPOE OTKpbLIa
JoMonpaBHTeAbHHULIA. B cBeTe 1aMnbl moGneckuBana Boga. Muc-
cuc Ilpaitop cMoTpena, 1o Kakoii CTyleHHU JIECTHULIbI OHA TMOJ-
HSLIACh.

— He o yeM 6ecnokouThesi, — MPHIIUIA OHA K 3aKITIOYEHHIO.

Xyanie ey Mam Po3 cropbmwimce.

— 51 He ocTaHyCh 3A€Ch, €CJTU 3arOH CJIOMAeTCs ¥ DoMbllne Ye-
pemnaxu BbAayT. He xouy, 4ToObI OHU CI0a MOAHSIIHCE.

Miuccuc I1paiiop 3axy10nHya JIOK.

— Bpsn au 310 npousoitner, Mam Po3. Tel ¥ caMa 3Haellb.

YBunen yaupiieHue [lepcuc, oHa oObsicHMNA:

— Tam, BHU3Y, LIUCTEPHA C NpecHoi Boaoii. YacTh ee ucnosb-
3yeTcsl Kak 6acceifH Jist KyraHusa. Mexay UMcTepHoit U KaHa-
JIOM — 3aroH, oOHeceHHbI# cBasiMU. B HeM MBI JepXHUM Yepernax.
YepenaxoBblii CYM BeJIMKOJIETIEH, XOTA, MOXET, Yepecyyp KHpEH.
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— BHI XOTHTe CKa3aTh, YTO MoJ JOMOM 6acceifH? — cnpocu-
na Iepcuc.

— Jla. OH caenaH TaK CreHAIbHO, HA cJiydait Habera UHAEH-
1eB. Boga B Hero moctymnaer U3 UCTOYHMKA. MoOXHO Aaxe YiATH
B KaHaJl yepe3 Yepernauuii Caaok.

Ilepcuc moHMMaIa MpeMMyILECTBa 3anaca BoAbl, XOTs, HaBep-
HO€e, KOTAA YPOBEHb BOIbI B KaHalle MOAHUMAETCs, BOJa B HU-
CTepHE CTAHOBUTCS COJIEHOI U HENMPUToAHoi1 wis nmuTths. Ho npo-
OUpaThCs Yepe3 CaloK ¢ YyepenaxaMu, YTOObI CacTUCh OT Habe-
ra... 9To 3BYYHUT KaK caMas HeJjienas ¢aHTtasus. OJHaKo MUCCHUC
Ipaiiop siBHO cuUMTa/ia 3TO HJOMOJHUTEJIbHBIM NPEUMYILIECTBOM
JloMa.

— He Becb foM Haj Boaoit, — JONXHO ObITh, MUCcCHUC [Ipaiiop
yJioBUWIa ee TpeBory. — ToJibko KyxHsi. Korna kanurtaH JleBepert
CTPOUJI AOM, OH UCIOJIb30Bal METO, IPUHATHIH Ha OCTPOBax.
B HachIb BOUBAIOTCS cBau. 3MaHUE MOXET CJIETKa HAKJIOHATBCA,
HO COBCEM pa30UTL ero Oypsi He MOXET. A THILUHHWI BbIX0H BCera
y106HO UMeThb Ha CTy4yaii HenmpusiTHOCTei. B mpouuwiom Ha ocTpo-
Bax Ku npoucxonuio HeMayio 60eH, U XUTeJIH HayYUJHChb MpHU-
HUMAaTh Mepbl NMPeaocTOPoXXHOCTH. LiucTtepHa 3anonHsiercs Ao-
x7eBoii Bopoii. Ecnv oHa nmepenonxsiercsi, U3OLITOK YXOAUT yepes
KaHai. Koraa 3To mpoMCcXOAMT, MbI 31€Ch 3aKTHHUBAEM IBEpb.

IMepcuc nonpiTaNach NpeACTaBUTh cede MoaBaj aoma, n106o-
ro oMa, MOJIHbIA BoJAbl U Yepenax. U moHsia ToOAbKO, YTO 3TO
YyacThb BapBapcKoro o6pa3a XHU3HU PeKepoB, C KOTOPOi OHA He
XexaeT uMeTb Hu4ero odumero. Yepenaxu! OHa Kak-To BUAENA
3TUX uyaoBuil. OHU JieXany Ha CIIHHAX, BsJ1O NepeOupasd Jiana-
MH, U el cTao xanb 6eaHar. C Tex nop oHa He JoOWIa XBase-
HbI yepenaluui Cym.

ITonATUBILKCH OT JIIOKa, I€BYIUKA yCIbliala IPOMKUHA CTYK
B HApYXHYIO JBepb KYXHH. KT0o-TO IMX0paaoyHo CTy4yal B Hee.
Muccuc [1paiiop onisiHy/1ach M IOCTaBWIA JIaMIy.

— IMouun, — ckasana oHa, noMaHuB [lepcuc u Moyu. —
[ToTpebyloTcsl yCHIIMA BCEX TpeX.

TTonoxus pyky Ha 1LIEKOJAY, AOMOX03siiKa XXEeCTOM BeJjiesia
BCTaTh 3a co60ii, CJIOBHO 60sL1aCh, UTO e OTOPOCUT BHYTPb.
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— TotoBBI? — mpenynpenuna Muccuc Ilpaiiop Bo BpeMs He-
nonroro 3atuiibd. Ilepcuc yBuaena, kak Hanpsarnace Moy,
U clenaina To Xxe caMoe. TyT ABepb, 0CBOOOXIEHHAs OT 3anopa,
pacnaxHynach.

Ilepcuc, HacKBO3b NMPOMOKHYB OT BOPBAaBILUErocsl XOXIA,
TPOMKO BCKpUKHYJa. OHa CIOBHO yNaa B IIUCTEPHY BHU3Y, NMPO-
MOKHYB OT B0JIOC JI0 Tydenb. Y Tak SpocTHO 06pyLIWINCh Ha Hee
BOJIa M BeTep, YTO AEBYILIKA AaXe He MOorJa Abliuatb. OHa TONBKO
pa3eBaia poT, KaK TOJbKO YTO BbUIOBJICHHAS pbIOa.

Ho sipoctb 6ypH BHec/1a B KyxHIO Koro-T1o eue. [lepcuc yBu-
JieN1a COTHYBIIYIOCS MUTYPY, KOTOPYIO MPOHECIO MHMO 04ara.
M npusioxuna Bce CUibl, 4T00bl NTOMOYb MUccHuc Ipaitop u Mon-
JIH CHOBA 3aKpPBIThb IBEPbD.

HakoHel UM ynanoch 3axj1onHyTh cTBOPKY. Ha nony ocranuce
JIYXU BOIBI U JaXe COpBaHHbIE JUCTbA. 3aTIHYB OOJTHI CBEPXY
U cHu3dy, muccuc I[paitop nocrosina, OToYBasACH; ee KPYIaoe JULIO
PackKkpacHeaoch Mo NPOMOKILei LUISMON| H pacTpernaBLIUMHCA
BOJIOCAaMH. MOJUTM MpUXHUMala PYKH K TPYIH, KOTOPas TSLKENO
MOAHUMANACH U OMYCKAIACh B TAKT ABLIXaHHIO.

Toatomy Tonbko Ilepcuc noBepHynach, YT00bI MOCMOTPETS,
Koro npuHecna 6ypsa. M orckounna, eapa caepxaB KpUK. DTa...
3Ta TBapb, CKOPYHUBLIAACS Yy OYara... OHa ¢/iBa MOXOIUIA Ha Ye-
JioBeka!

ToHKHUe YepHble HOTU-TIAIKH, TAKHE XK€ XyIble PYKH, JIANOHMU,
KaK Jlanbl XMIUHOM nTHLbI. Teno Tyro o0TATHBAIA MOKpast YepHat
KoXa. A 6onTaBLiasics 106Ka Oblia Takas rpsisHasi, 4YTo Mo LBETy
CTajla MOYTH TaKo# Xe, Kak Koxa. Ho rosioBsa... BoT oHa noep-
HyJach K JIEBYIIIKE...

TeMHo-KopHyHeBass PU3HOHOMHUA HUKAK He MOXOIWJIA Ha T0-
JIOBY XXMBOTO cylecTBa. Kak 310 Bo3MoXHo? boJibline oTTONbI-
PEHHBIE YIIIU, KaK Y JieTy4eil MBILLUH; T71a3a B ITYOOKHX IMaxX, TaK
9YTO B HUX HE OTPAXKAJICS AaXe oroHb o4ara. B Hocy Ilepcuc He
yBHIENa HO3peii, a BRIMAYEHHBIN Briepe KPYIJIblid poT Yy10BH-
112 KaK 6ynto 66U1 roToB B 11060i MOMEHT K 4eMY-HUOYIb MPH-
COCaThCA.
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Muccuc INpaiiop otoina ot gepu. OHa MOJHAJIA C 1014 J1aM-
My U NnocTtaBuiaa Ha ctoi. Ha auie ee He O6bLUTO U Ciieda 6ecrio-
KOHCTBa.

— Inoxas noroma, Ackpa, — 3aMeTHJIa OHA.

PBaHoe rpsi3HO€ CyllecTBO, MpUHeceHHoe Gypeii, HeYyKIIo-
xe Bctajio. CycTaBbl €ro CKpHITIein, Kak OT peBMaTu3ma. Tenepb
Tepcuc yBuaena myTaHULy CeibIX BOJIOC Ha mieyax. Boaa cre-
Kajia ¢ HUX Ha MoJl.

XKeHiMHA XMBIKHYJIA, MOAHSMMA NMTHYbH Janbl K 3aTHUIKY,
MOphLIaCh TaM HEMHOTO; HEBEPOATHOE YPOIUIUBOE JIKLIO YTIAJI0
Y MOBUC/I0 HA BepeBKe Ha IpyaH, KaK AeTCKMA HarpymaHHK.

Moo HMM 0OKa3ajJoCh BMOJIHE YeJIOBEYECKOe JULI0, TEMHOKO-
Xee, HO COBEpllieHHO He MoXoXee Ha JIMIA APYFHX CIYXaHOK.
Bonbuioi opauHBbIH HOC BHICTYTNIA Briepell, CBUCasA K BbINIA4YeH-
HOMY MOJA00POJKY; 100 yXolun Ha3al, elie 60Jibllie NoaYEepKH-
Bas BBICTYTI HOCA.

Ilepcuc BuOena HHAEHIEB ceBepa, XaJTKUE OCTATKH HEKOr-
Jla TOpIbIX U CTpalliHbIX IiecTH HapogoB'. Ho 3Ta oyeHb cTapas
XEHILMHA He Moxoauia U Ha HuX. HecMoTpst Ha pBaHYIO IPSI3HYIO
oAexny, AepXKagachb OHa KakK rocroxa.

Huuyero He cka3aB, OHa OTBeJia C JiHLIa Bojockl. OHa CMOTpe-
na MmuMo Muccuc Ilpaitop, He 06paTHB BHUMaHHUS Ha ee CJ0Ba,
cMoTpena npsaMo Ha Ilepcuc.

Kax Hu cTapanach, JeBYIIIKA He MOTJIa OTBECTH B3IJisiA WK
MOBEepHYTh rojioBy. CTapyxa Jiepxaja ee B KAKOM-TO TpaHCe CH-
JIo# cBoeil IMYHOCTH, KaK 6yaTo Oblla CNOCOOHA MPOHUKHYTh
B MO3T IUIGHHHUIBI H IIPOYECTh TaM BCE MBICIIH.

— PakeThl! — pe3kuii KpHK MOJOXWI KOHel MPOTHBOCTO-
STHHIO.

B 1Bepsix, BLIXOOSAIIMX B KOPUAOP, cTosia JIuaus. [nai, nmo
KOTOpPOMY CTEKaJIi ITOTOKH BOJibl, IUIOTHO O6JIMIIan ee TeJo.

— Mp1 BuIenu paketol! — nopropuia oHa. — Kopabiab Ha-
Jieten Ha pudsb!!

! [llecth 06BbEAMHMBILVIXCS MIEMEH MHACHLEB: NATH MJIEMEH UPOKe-
30B M LliecTOe — TycKapopa. — [Ipum. nepes.
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I'mapa mecrTas

Tlepcuc pacxaxuBaia B3aja M Briepes, o xopuaopy. OHa npo-
CTO He MoTJIa ycHIeTh Ha Mecte. BooOpaxeHue pucoBaio eii Kap-
TUHBI TOTO, YTO NTPOUCXOANT 33 CTeHAMM JIOMa, IPOXKaBIIMMH IOJ
nopbiBaMu BeTpa. JIMaus ToXe NpuIiUia B KpaitHee BO30YXIeHHe,
HO JJaXe€ OHa He pellagach Ternepb BHIATU Ha KPLILLY, TOJBLKO ro-
BOpMJIA BCe OLICTpee U ObICTpee 0 MPOIUILIX OYpSIX U O TOM, YTO
OHH NpUHOCWIN. MOKpHIii I1all oHa cOpociia M Telepb CHAea
Ha HUXXHEH CTyTeHbKe JIECTHUL LI M 0e3 MepeabiXy roBopuia, ro-
BopWiIa, ropopuia... [lepcuc 3axoresoch 3aKphITh YIIIM PYKaMH,
Kak jejiana Mosuiu.

HaxkoHell JeByIIKa TaK YCTajla OT XOAbObI, YTO BEIHYXIEHa
ObL1a cecTb B CTOJIOBOIA, Ilie TPH CBeYH 0TOpachiBaJIM TPH KpY-
ra CBeTa, a HaJl IUIe4aMHy CUASIIMX HABUCANH TeHH, KaK XHIIIHbIe
3BepHU, FoTOBbIe HAOpOoCHTbCs Ha A06b1y. Kak v npeaymnpexnana
muccuc Ipaiiop, exa 6bU1a xonoaHas: X1ed, KeM, IOMTH Komye-
Ho# cCBUHMHHI. He ObL10 AaXe 4asi, YTOOBI 3alUTD ey.

Jluausa no-npexHeMy paccyXaajia o npH3ax, KoTopbie Mo-
XeT Jath Mope. OHa Kak-To He JyMajla 0 TOM, YTO Ha Kopabsx,
OKa3aBillMXCs BO BJIACTU CTUXMUM, TMOHYT Jiloau. U TojibKo Kor-
Jia JIIOCTPa HEOXMIAHHO 3apoXaia, XpyCTaldbHble MOABECKH CO
3BOHOM YAapWJIHMCh APYT O APYyra U MOJ B3IPOTHYJ 0] HOTaMH,
Xo3siika JoMa 3aMoyaia.

Tepcuc 3aMeTHIa, YTO OHA KPEMKO CXaJia OBEPXHOCTh CTO-
Jia; HOTTH €€ NPSIMO-TaK! BIWJIHCh B CKaTepTh.

Ho Bcrien 3a TOMYKOM HACTYITUIIO OTHOCHTENBHOE CITOKOIi-
cTBMe, U [Tepcuc HeMHoro pacciabunacs. Bouna Muccuc ITpait-
op, Bels nepen coboit ChlOKM, H O OYepeId 0CMOTpPEIa BCe OKHA
B MOMCKAX MPOTEKAIOIINX LIeNeH.

— byps xoHunnacn? — crnpocuna IMepcuc.

— KoHeuHo Het, Micc. MBI B CaMOM ee 1IeHTpe — 3TO Ha3kl-
BaeTcs «rnas3 0ypu». [ToTom, Koraa 1ieHTp NpoiiaeT MUMO, BeTep
CHOBa MOJHUMETCA. — BBLIO YTO-TO YCIIOKOUTENbHOE B MUCCHC
Tpaiiop: HY MOTOKH AOX/5A, HHA MOPBIBBI BETPa HE MOTJIH CMYTHUTD
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ee. Kak u Ilepcuc, oHa nepeonenach B Cyxoe, BOCCTAHOBHJIA CBOIO
CTapOMOAHYIO MPHUYECKY M BHITJIAENA KaK 0OBIYHO.

Ho HoBocTb, KOTOpYI0 OHA NpHHecHa, He oboapsa, u Tlep-
CHC MHCTUHKTHUBHO HamNpsIiach B OXXHMIAHUM BO3BpallicHUS ypa-
raHa. OHa yTpaTwia BCAKOE NMpeICTaB/ieHNe o BpeMEeHH; UHOTAa
JeByIlIKa AyMaja, 4To Oyps JIUTCS yXe Helylo Be4HOCTh. YTo
ceityac? Houn? ¥Tpo? Ho Kak oHa HM ycTana, 3a6parbcs B Kpo-
BaTh, KOT1a OYIIYeT CTUXHUSI, Ka3aJ10Chb HEBO3MOXXHBIM.

Kak u npencka3sana ZoMonpaBUTebHULIA, BeTEp CHOBA TIOA-
HAJICSA, U KaKOH-To OECKOHEYHBIN peB OypU MpoaoiKan Aep-
XKaThb BCeX B HampsoKeHUM. JIuaus HakoHen 3aMojyana. Ilepcuc
ee MOYTH He CNylliajia, KOrja Hayalics BTopoi npuctymn. UHoraa
OHA BOOO1IIe HUYEro He CHbIIIaNa, BUeNa TONbKO, KaK ABMXYTCS
ryObl. OHH CHAEAH B TOCTUHOM MpPH CBeTe OAHOM-eIHHCTBEHHOM
CBEYH C ApOXalMM OoroHbkoM. OIWH WM ABA pa3a cAbIUAICs
Tako# Tpeck, yto IlepcHc ObL1a yBepeHa: OTBAIMIACH YaCTh JO-
Ma. Ho K zeByike BepHyJach €€ yrpsiMasi XpaOpOCTh: OHA HH 3a
YTO He JACT MOHSITh, KAK CUAbHO OOMTCA.

Yro ¢ kopabnsiMu? «CTpeny» NpuBeJIU B raBaHb, YTOOHI oLie-
HMTb pa3Mepsl Heobxoaumoro pemoHTa. Ho nocae takoit 6ypu
OHa MOXET 0Ka3aTbCA B ropasio XyalueM cocTossiHMU. Kanutau
JleBepeTT rae-To B OTKPHITOM MOpE, PUCKYS] KOpabjieM M XHU3HS-
MH, cOOCTBEHHOM U cBoux oneii. Jinausa sunena paketol. ITo-
Be3eT JIM TEM, KTO MX BBIMMYCTH, TaK Xe, KaK 3KUIaxy U nacca-
xupam «Ctpenbi»?

Tlepcuc obHapyxuina, 4yro JIuams BHUMaTeIbHO HAOMIOAGET
3a Hell, CMOTPHT Ha Hee TEM XK€ NMPUCTATbHBIM B3I I0M, KAKUM
CMOTpeJia 000pBaHHAsA Kapra, MCKaBiiasg yoexXnila y HUX Ha KyX-
He HEeCKOJIbKO YacoB Ha3ajl.

— Pana, yto He TaM? — T'y6b1 JIMIUM CIIOXWINCH B JIETKY1O
yabIOKY. — «CTpejia» TaKoro HMKOTAa Obl He mepexuna. da
u Kpio He perumics 6u1 cHUMaTh ee ¢ pudon. He B Takyio 6ypio.
A Kpio — ny4yumit pekep Ha octpoBax Ku.

Ilepcuc He xoTenoch gyMathb o0 «CTpesie»; OHa BOOOLLE XoTeia
6bI 3a0LITh 3BYKH OypH.
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— Kak oH ctan pekepoM? — cnipociia oHa.

JTuous Hapyna ryGsl.

— H3-3a cBoero ynpsiMctBa. OH yXe B BOCEMHAI1IaTh JIET No-
JIyYiI TUIUIOM KanuTada. Ham otell ToproBai ¢ KutaeM u ¢ UH-
nueii. OH xoTel, yToobl Kplo yyacTBoBajl B ceMeHHOM Jiejie, HO
Kpio rpeaun Tonbko MopeM. U c6exan Ha omHOM M3 uayiuux B Ku-
Tait xunnepoB. EMy 6bUTO TOTa TONBLKO JBEHAOUATh, HO XapaK-
Tep y Hero ObL1 Takoit Xe, Kak ceifuac. — JIuausa paccMesuiach. —
OH no-npexHeMy ropsdeit ana, Kak roBoput Panbg, ToNbKO JIyd-
e caepxuBaercs. Ho xoraa nepecraer caepXuBarbCs... — OHa
caefana xect pykoit. — Hy, OH npypoXIeHHbI MOPSIK H MHOTO
pad6otan. IToroM oH norosopwics ¢ ITaimepom bpurrcom...

Iepcuc B3mpornyna. M 6bi1a yBepeHa, yto ocTporiasast Jlu-
IMs 3Toro He nponyctut. [lanmep bpurrc xopoiuo u3BecTeH
B Hblo-Mopke, CIMILIKOM XOpOILIO U3BECTEH, M PEITyTalus Y He-
ro caMas IypHasl.

— O, Kp1o HuKorna He KoMaH10Bajl kopabiem paboTOpros-
ua, — Jluaus 4yTh NpUNOAHsJIA NOAGOPOIOK. — 3a TaKue Je-
na 6epyres ToJibKO nomoHku. Ho TlanMep uHTepecoBancs pe-
KepcTBOM. DJioT mory6usn HeMasio ero paboToproBeIX KOpabeit,
U BCe, YTO OH OTNPaBJIsiJl B MOpe, BbI3bIBAJIO NMoao3peHus. I1o-
3TOMY OH caenan npemioxeHue Kpio: 3aHATbCS peKepcTBOM Ha
octpoBax Ku u nocMotpeth, 4To U3 3T10rO0 BHIiiAeT. Ho BCKoO-
pe nocJjie 3toro Ilanmep Bpurrc pasopuics, ctan 6aHKpOTOM.
A Kpio Ky kopabnb y noneuunteseii, KOTOpble MPUCMATPU-
BaIM 3a JuKBHIaUMel gen bpurrca. IToroM oH npunibLl cona
U KYIHI 3TOT OCTPOB, KYITUJ Y BIOBbI CaH40 MeH 10351, KOTOpO-
MY OCTpPOB NMPUHAIIEXaN M0 HCITAHCKOMY 3aKoHY. OH 3Han, 4To
pekepsl U3 Ku-Yacra 06beIMHSAIOTCS, YTOOB H30ABUTHCS OT TeX,
KTO UM He HpaBuTCA. U oHM AeiicTBUTEbHO HeB3MOOWIH Kpio.
OH MHOTrO0 pa3 onepexaln UX B KPYLIEHHUIX U MepBbIM 3aKII04a
JIOToBOpa C KanuTaHaMHu. OTOT IoM... OH HaHA/ IVIOTHUKOB C He-
CKOJIBKUX KopabJieil, 4TOOH MOCTPOUTD €T0.

OHa ropzro ocMoTpenach.

— Korga ymep oreu, Kpio 3actaBuil MeHSI MOHTH B IIKONY
B YapictoHe Ha KaponuHCcKuX OCTpoBax... — Tyt JIuous coctpo-
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wia rpumacy. — He nmenaii aToro, jieay Tak HUKOTa He MOCTyna-
eT, Jiel HUKoraa o6 3ToM He AyMaeT U Bce npouee! — ToH ro-
Jioca aBai sICHOe MpeJAcTaBjeHHe, YTO OHA JyMaeT o 1IKoJie. —
Sl ynpammpana ero npuBe3TH MeHs ciofa. Kakas xe s1 6pU1a nypa!

Tenepb ee MU0 NPUHSUIO HATIPSDKEHHOE BBEIpaXKeHHe.

— TToHnMaeTe, s1 TOTIa He 3HaJIa, KAKOBO 0Ka3aThCA 3anepToi
B 3TOMA... B 3TO# mycThiHe! B mikone Ki-Yacra 6bL1a geByuika...
Cautn Marsioc... ITo ee cioBaM, XH3HB 3/1eCh TaKass HHTEPEC-
HasAa. Ho MHe abcooTHO Heyero 3aech aenarb. M He nonnMaro,
kKak Kpio co6upaeTcs BbLIaTh MEHS 3aMyX. 3a Koro 3aMyx? 3a
Jokropa Bupuxra? On MHe B OTHB TOTUTCS M K TOMY XK€ IyMa-
€T TOJIbKO O CBOMX pacTeHHsIX. A cllaceHHbIe ¢ KopabJiei... OHU
3a1epXUBAIOTCS HEHAN0/Iro. MeHs1 Bce paBHO YTO MOXOPOHIIH.

TlepcHc xoTenoch CMPOCHTD, KaK BIUcbiBaeTcsi Panbd I'pui-
JIOH B KapTHHY XalnKo# xu3Hu Jluguu Ha octpoBe McuesHyslueit
Jlenu, Ho OHa He xOTeJia HUKAKUX MPU3HAHMUHA.

— Bawm xopoltio, — JIMaHs CHOBa pacyeTIMBO CMOTpeJia Ha ro-
CThIO. — ¥ Bac €CTb IPUYMHBI OTIIPaBJIATECS B KU-YacT, naxe Ha
Bbaramsi. Tonbko He no3Bosiite Kpio pelath 3a Bac.

— V Hero HeT HUKaKMX NTPUYHUH BMELLMBATHCSA B MOM Jena, —
otBeTnna Iepcuc.

JInausa paccMesiace:

— Kpio npryuHbE He HYXHBI, OH MPOCTO TOCTYMaeT To-
CBOEMY, TaK, KAK CYHTAET HYXKHBIM, U HEOXHAAHHO BbI TOHNMa-
eTe, YTO OKa3aJIUCh y HEro nojx HorreM. Tak 4To Geperutecn! —
OHa nmpHKpbUIa pyKoii 3¢BOK. — Cniath Xo4yeTcsi. Ko BceMy npu-
BbIKaellb. [laxke B Oypio MOXHO CraTh.

[Tepcuc npuHsaa 3170 Kak HaMmek. Eif coBceM He xoTenoch
MOAHUMATBCSA 110 JIECTHULE B CBOIO KOMHATY C 3aKPbITHIMU CTaB-
Hsamu. Ho Jlunusa yxe 3anyna ogHy cBedy u B3suia apyryio. Ilep-
CHC TOXE HEOXOTHO BCTaja, IPUKPLLIA PYKOM OrOHEK NMociieHeH
CBeYH M nocienopana 3a Jluaueit no secthuiie. OHa xoTenaa Obl
MONMpPOocUTh MOJUTH NepeHoYeBaTh ¢ Heil, HO ropaoCTh MoMeLla-
J1a e cKa3arb 00 3TOM.

B cBoeit KoOMHaTe OHa CHsUIa TOJIbKO T1j1aThe U TydJH, Hale-
JIa MTIEHBI0Ap H JierJia B LIHPOKYIO KPOBaTh, TOTOBasi K HEOXHWAAH-
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Hoit TpeBore. Ho, HaBepHoe, JInaus BCe Xe IMpaBa: MOXHO KO
BCEMY NMPUBBLIKHYTh, B TOM 4HcJie H K 3ByKaMm Oypu. HecMoTtps
Ha CTpax, KOTOphIii ObUTO TaK TPYAHO CKphIBaTh, Ilepcuc norpy-
3UJ1aCh B TPEBOXHBIH COH.

OueHb TPEBOXHBIH COH... CHOBa CTOsIa OHA, MPHXABLIKCH
K CTeHe B BepXHEM KOpUIOope, CJyLliaia LopoX, KOTOPBIA MOT/H
MPON3BOIUTL HEBUIUMBIE LIIEKOBBIE I00KH, 3aaeBalolye 3a 1o,
BHJEJia HETOPOIUIMBO pacKadHBalomuecs oroHbku. Ho Ha atoT
pa3, HECMOTPS HA BCE YCHJIMA BbICBOOOIMTLCS, YTO-TO YBAEKIIO
ee BCJiel 33 3TUM OeCIUIOTHBIM NPUCYTCTBHEM.

IToToM cTeHbI Kopuaopa Ucue3Td, ucues u oM. OHa okasa-
JIach MO OTKPBITBIM HEOOM, XOTsl NMOOJIH30CTH BUAHENACH Ka-
MeHHas creHa. Hu cnena 6ypu. HeoGbIKHOBEHHO THXasi HOYb,
He CJIBIIIIHO 3BYKOB HaCEKOMBIX, He LLIEJIECTUT BETep, TONbKO I110-
pox 0003Ha4YaeT HEBUIUMOE TIPUCYTCTBHE.

OHH noJolULIH K JabHEH CTOpOHE CTeHbl. OrOHbKH TeTiephb
JBUHYJIMCh ObICTPEE, HO TIO-NIPEXXHEMY BCeria JepXaluch BMe-
cre. [ToToM MeljleHHO, 04eHb MEJIEHHO OMYCTUJIMCh K 3eMJIe.
Ka3zanoch, OHM YIIUTH B Hee, NoToMy 4To [lepcuc Gonbliie ux
He BUIeja. M Kak TONbKO OHH MCYE3NH, JeByLlIKa 0CBOOOIM-
J1ach.

OHa npocHynack. KoMHaTa ka3anach BJaXHOM U AYLUIHOM.
Onexna npuInILIa K Telly, Tos10Ba 6osena. Ho ellle kakoe-To Bpe-
Ms1 COH Biiagen aeByliiikoii, u Ilepcuc ka3anoch, 4YTo OHa He B LK~
POKOit KpOBaTH, B KOMHATeE, a CHapyXH, BO ThMe HOYH, B KOTOPO¥i
OHA He TOMHUT HHU JIyHbl, HH 3BE€3/I.

Tepcuc cena. OHa nptTaiach 6JaropasyMHoO YBepUTb ceds,
YTO Ha CAMOM JieJie B 3TOM CHe HeT Hu4ero nyraiouiero. Eit Hu-
yero He yrpoxajo. Ho noyeMy Xe oHa 4yBcTByeT ce0s TaKoi cjia-
6oi1, Takoii MOTpACEHHOI, KaK OyaTo yberana ot npeciielioBate-
Jiei, criacasi XM3Hb. [leByllika BeITepJia pyKaMu BCcroTeBliee Jid-
1o. U Toabko Toraa noHsia, YTo He CAbILIMT 3BYKOB noxinas. U 3a
CTaBHSIMU OBLTO CBETJIO.

BrI6paBLUKCh M3 MOCTENN, OHA HANIPABWIACh K OAMXalieMy
OKHY, BHUMAaTe/IbHO NMPUCTYLIMBAsCh K 3ByKaM. Ho crosiia noutu
MOJIHasl THHIMHA, KaK TIPU ee NepBoM MpodyxaeHuH 31ech. OHa
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C PalOCThIO BbLAEPHYJIA TPANKH, KOTOPHIMU CIY>XKaHKH 3aTKHYJIH

BO3MOXHBI€ IIeJIM, U BCTPETIA YTPO, 00J1a4HOE, HO CITOKORHOE.
PacTuTenbHOCTD BBIT/IsAAEA BeCbMa pacTpenaHHoii. Heckonb-

KO NMaJibM yNajii, M Bola B KaHajle MOAHSIaCh 0YeHb BbICOKO.

«CTpeny» KaK OyATO PacKOJOTHIO O NMpHYal, Jaxe NpoOHiIo
oauH 6opT. «HenpeB3oiaeHHOro» HUTAE HE OBUTO BUAHO.

Tlepcuc ymbLIaCch BOAOi U3 KYBIIMHA HA TyaJl€THOM CTOJIMKE,
HajJiena cBexee GeJibe U OJHO M3 IIaTheB, KOTOpoe MoJuiu mno-
crapaJiach BOCCTaHOBHTh. Ho mniaThe 13 po30BOro MycjimHa B Ma-
JIEeHbKHUX 0JIeCTAIIMX TOYKAX BCe-TaKd BBIMJISAEIO HEMHOIO TO-
TpeNaHHbIM, HECMOTPSA Ha BCe yCuius MoJuiu.

JleBylliKa MOYYBCTBOBAJ1A, YTO CHJIbHO Iporojioaanack. [oput
JIN OroHb Ha KyxHe? OHa ¢ y10BOJbCTBUEM BBIINTHJIA OB ropsaYero
yas. [TonymaB 06 3Tom, Ilepcuc cpasy ouyTiaa CyxocTb Bo pTy.
Yaii ¢ neueHbeM U, MOXET, HEMHOTO PPYKTOB, KOTOpPBIE TYT CO-
CTaBJISIIOT 00sA3aTe/IbHbII 3JIeMEHT 3aBTPaKa.

He uMeno cMbICIa NBITATHCS MPABUIBHO YJIOXUTh BOJIOCHI.
BiaxXHbI#i MOPCKOF BeTep He JaeT 31eCh MOTAKaTh ITOMY HEBUH-
HOMY TllecnaBuio. [103ToMy OHa IMpocTo pacyecaia BoJ0oCH H 3a-
Bsi3aJIa MX Y3J0M — 2TO BCe, YTO OHA MorJia caenarthb. [1oTom ne-
BYILlLIKa Boliuia B Kopuaop. Ha MrHoBeHHe ee CHOBa OXBATIIO TO
Xe ollyIlleHHe, YTO U BO CHE. DTO BCETo JIUIIDb COH, TBEPAO CKa-
sana cede Ilepcuc. M oHa He No3BOJHUT, YTOOBI €€ MMOCTOSIHHO
MTOABOIWIO CJIMIIIKOM XHBOE BoOOpaKeHHe.

B moMe 6buUTO oueHb THX0. HaBepHoe, ocTalbHbIE €llle Criain
nocie Tpepor 6ypu. Ilepcuc nocrosuia y aBepeit Jinouu, nymas,
CTOUT JIX NOCTYy4YaTh. Jlyuine oHa nouiuer Mosiu, a ee cKopee
BCEro MOXHO HaiiTH Ha KyXHe.

TuuiuHa B fome Bce 60Jiblle M OOJIbIe TPEBOXIIA AEBYILI-
Ky. ¥ Hee Jaxe NOSBUJIOCH CTPAHHOE OLLYILEHHE, YTO OHA OJIHA,
a oM nokuHyT. ITycrtas ¢daHTasus, u Ilepcuc cpasy nogasuna ee.
Ho, o6HapyXHuB, UTO B KyXHE HUKOTO, OTOHb HE TOPUT, HE BUTHO
HUKaKuXx cienoB Mam Po3 1 octanbHbIX, OHA OblI1a MOTpsICEHA.

3anHa4g IBEPh, KOTOPYIO OHU BYepa MPOYHO 3aKPLIAK MOCIe
nosiBJIEHNs1 ACKPHI, Terlepb ObL1a MPHOTKpPbITa. [lepcrc HHCTUH-
KTHBHO HanpaBWach K Heii. [loskHo 66iTh, MaM Po3 1 cnyXaH-
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KH YUUIH B CBOM XHIKHHBI... BOH OHM... U npocnaiu. He ee peso
OyAuTb MPUCIYTY, KOHEYHO, HO OHA, MO KpaiiHell Mepe, MOXET
BBIATH U MOCMOTPETh, KaKO# CerogHs A€Hb.

CBexHii MOPCKOIi BeTep Aepraj JeBYIIKY 3a I00KU M TLIET-
HO NBITAICA pa3Ba3aTh y3e]d Ha rojose. 3eMJil0 yceuBaIu 060-
pBaHHbIE JTUCThA U BeTKHU. [lepcuc He yBHIena HUKaKOi Joporu
B 3TOM MYCOpe, HUKAKHUX CJICA0B XMXHWH, XOTS MIPOLILIa 10 CaMOii
MPOTHBOMONIOXHOI CTOPOHBI HAChINTU, OCTOPOXHO NMPOBUPasCh
cpeau 06JI0MKOB.

B onHOM MecTe 4acTb HACHIMH — 3eMJii U PaKOBUHBI BMe-
cTe — ocbinanach. ¥ oOHaXuHuCh rpyOble KaMHH, YJIOXEHHbIE
B psal.

CrtBoJ NajibMbl NIPOTUCKUBAICA MEXIY ABYMS TaKUMHU KaM-
HaAMU. OT CTBOJ1a TeNeph OCTaJiCsA TOAbKO MeHb. [lepcuc octaHo-
BHJIACh. DTU KaMHHU... OHH AO/KHBI ObITD BbIllI€, FrOpa3no BbiLue!
Ho oTkyzna oHa 3710 3HaeT?

W3psanHo ynuBieHHas, AeBYIIKa 00eMMH pyKaMu rogo6pana
100KH M MTPOCKOJIb3HYJ1a MUMO OOJIOMKOB MaJibM, YTOOBI B3I -
HYTb Ha ApeBHIOI0 cTeHYy. OHH U3 00JIOMKOB IJ1y0OKO BOH3WUJI-
Csl B 3TOM MECTE B HaChillb, U MOA HUM BUAHENOCH YTO-TO... HE
KaMeHb.

[Mepcuc HaKJIOHMIIACDH, B3sJ1a BETKY M MPHUHSAJIACH KOMATh.
Llikatynka! U3 kakoro-to notyckHeslero Metauia. Ceiiyac oH
HMMeJI TOT Xe LBET, YTO U 3eMJis1, B KOTOPOIi Jiexall.

HlkaTtynka 6bu1a y3Kasi, MPUMEPHO BOCEMHAALIATH AIOHMOB
MMHOM. /leByluKa BbITalinja €€ U3 3eMJU U MoJHsna, obHa-
PYXHB, YTO OHA YAUBUTEJbHO Tsixenass. CBuHen? CBHHLIOBbIM
AMK. YTo-TO J1aBHBIM-AABHO CIPSITAHHOE 34€Ch MCMaHLAMU
WM upaTamMu?

OHa nonpiTajgach OTKPHITh WKATYIKY, HO BCKOPE BbIHYXIEHa
OblJ1a MPH3HAaTh, YTO Ta MPOYHO 3aKPbITa, XOTSI HHKAKOTO 3aMKa
He ObL10 BUIHO. OCTOpOXHO Hecs ee, [Tepcuc BepHyaach B KyX-
HIO, BCTIOMHUB O BUCEBIIIMX TaM HOXaX.

— Aaaax...

[Mepcuc noanpbirHyia U BHIPOHKUJIA HOX, KOTOPBIM NbITA1ach
OTKPBITb KPbILIKY.
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BenbMa, KoTopylo prHeCao 6ypeil, CTosuia, rsAs Ha IeByll-
KY NPUCTAIbHLIM OlleHHBalOLIKMM B3rnsiaoM. Ilepcuc HuKoraa
HHMKOTO TaK He Gosiiack. Ho Ackpa He 6bU1a MoxoXa Ha 3HaKo-
MBbIX €if J1oaeil.

HNHauMaHKa npoTsHyia pyKy C NajlbLiaMU-KOTTAMH, YBEHYaH-
HBIMH IPA3HBIMH 00JIOMaHHBIMU HOTTSAMH. Pyka ee moxonuia Ha
Jlanmy NTHIBI HaBpode cTepBATHHKA. [lepcuc HecKobKo pa3 BU-
JieNa X B POLIUTOM.

— Thl... HallLIA... Belllb... Apu3paka... — CIoBa Npou3HOCH-
JIUCh C TPYIOM, KaK OYITO HX ¢ OONBIIMMH YCUITUAMY BbLIABIH-
BaJIH OHO 3a APYTHM M3-10/ HaBUCLIETO HOCA.

Tlepcuc ¢ TpylloM yaepXaiach OT TOoro, YyToObl He CIpATaThL
PYKHM 3a CrHHoii. Ho moToM ynpsiMCTBO H HE3aBUCHMOCTD 3acTa-
BUJIH €€ BBIMPSAMMUTLCS.

— S Hanwra sro... TaM, MOJ KaMHEM, — NEBYILIKA yKa3aia Ha
3aHIOI0 JIBEpb, CTApasiCh TOBOPHThH CIMTOKOITHO, KaK 00bI4HO. He
CYLLIECTBYET HU BeAbM, HM Mpu3pakoB. OHa B 3ToM yBepeHa. U He
cOOMpaeTcss MEHATh CBOH YOEXKACHHS.

— Benib... npuspaka... naoxas...

Teneps Hepcuc moHsna, 4To MMena B BUAy Moanu, Koraa
TOBOPHWA, YTO NoJ B3MIAAOM Kapri HauMHaelllb BEpUTDb, YTO i
MOABAACTHBI CHJIbI, HEIOCTYMHbIE 00bIYHOMY YenoBeKy. Ho oHa
He cobHpanach MOANaBaThCS TAKMM HEJIEMBIM MBICJISIM!

WnanaHka eule CUlbHee BBITAHYIA PYKY, PacipaBuia najib-
LIbI, CJIOBHO COOHpaach CXBaTUTD sAiliMyeK. Barnan ee usmeHuna-
csl, 3aTyMaHMJICH, BeKH ONMyCTUANCh. OAHAKO B3ATh LUIKATYIAKY
OHa He nbiTasnach. Ho OT pyk cTapyxu CIOBHO UCXOIMI Xap, KO-
TOPBIH JAeBYLIIKA XOPOILO OLIYyLIANa.

— Her... — BeabMa 3arosopmiia He no-aHTAMCKU. OHa npo-
HU3HOCWJIA cj10Ba, HenmoHATHBIE [lepcuc. [lotoM: — KpoBb... Ha
HeM KpOoBb... ¥ Oyaer cHoBa. Bo3bMH.

Konunxamu nanbieB AcKpa NoOATOAKHYA IKATYAKY K [lepcuc.

— 3710 TebE... MOAAPOK.

— Tonapok? — ynusneHHo noeropuna Ilepcuc.

— Honapok kposu. ToJibKO B TBOU pyKH OH noiiger. U B TBO-
MX pyKax NPHHECET XU3Hb... H CMePTb. OHa 3TOTO Xo4eT.
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— OHa?..

ACKpa yXe Hanpasisiiach K Hapy>XXHoi# ABepd. OHa HUYETo He
OTBETWIA M MTHOBEHHUE CITyCTA BbilUia. [1o-npexHeMy 3aKphbiTas
ILKATYJKa Jexana Ha croiie. [lepcuc paspuiBaiach Mexy AByMsI
PaBHBIMH 10 CWJie YyBcTBaMu. OgHO Tpe6oBasio, 4TOOB OHA BEpP-
HyJa Belllb TyJa, TOe Halllia ee, 3abpocaia 3emieil U paKkoBMHA-
Mu. Ho neByiiika BHe3anHo TMOHsUIa, YTO He MOXeET cJejaTh 3TO.
Ei1 BApYT o4eHb BaXXHO CTAJIO 3HATL... OHA AOJLKHA Y3HATh!

HWHauaHka, oueBUAHO, XOTENa 3aMyraTh ee, BOT U Bce. Monnu
cKa3sajia, YTO OCTPOBUTSIHE O0ATCA ACKpBI, AAIOT €if BCe, YTO Ta
MoXeJaeT, U CTapaloTCA He MOManaThcA eif Ha MyTH.

JleByilika MellJIeHHO B3sUIa HOX, BCTaBWIA B €Jl€ 3aMETHYIO
uieab ¥ HagaBuna. Korma-to 3aech cTosla Kpernoctb MUpPaToB.
MbICTb O COKpOBMIIIE NpULIUIA B rosioBy Ilepcuc, HO AeByHIKa OTO-
rHajia oT ce6s noMbIcibl. Bckope oHa 0OHapyXiia, 4YTO KpBIILKY
YAEPXHBACT CBUHIIOBASA JICHTA, U, OTOTHYB KOHYHUK, CYMeJia CHATh
ee. M Kak ToJibKO caenaia 370, KphllliKa JIETKO MOIHSAIACh.

TIpocTpaHCTBO BHYTPM 3aroJjiHsIa CTHHBIIas Matepus. Ilep-
CHC OCTOPOXHO H3BjAeKaa ee. M octajica oauH npeaMer, Tiia-
TeJIbHO 3aBePHYTHblif B KYCOK KOTJa-TO MPOMACJIEHHOTO IIeJiKa
(LLenK NOTpeCKaiCs OT CTApOCTH U U3NaBal HEMPUATHBIM 3anax).

[lepcuc ocTopoXxHO NMOTAHYNAA TKaHb. Eif He xoTenoch NpU-
TparuBathbes K Heit. O6epTKa MelieHHO pa3BepHYIach, M AeBYIL-
Ka yBHIeJa clioXeHHbIi Beep. Ho...

N MeHHO 3T0T Beep JIuaus nokaspiBaiia eii 1 paccKa3biBajia
ero haHTacTH4YeCcKylo ucTopuio! HeBo3aMOXHO ObUIO He y3HATh
3THX KOLIEK C T/la3aMH M3 oNajia, CTOJIb I'yOUTeIbHO CMOTPEBILIHX
¢ MOKPHITHIX CIUIOLLIHOJ pe3b0oii kphillieK Beepa. Ho korna Iep-
CHC MOMNBITaNaCh PaCKPbITh BEEp, HUUETO He BHIIUIO. DTa Belllb
noxoJuja Ha Beep, Aa, Ho 6ojiee BHUMATENBHbIN OCMOTp MOKa-
3aJ1, YTO OH He pacKpbiBaeTca. CIUTOIIHAA TSOKeNnas KON Bee-
pa, KoTopblit moka3siBana Jiugus. [Jaxe ¢ KaHaBKaMH 10 KpasM,
Kyna 6yaTo Obl Y10XEHbI IVIAHKH.

W... 31a Belllb ObIa eif HEeHaBUCTHA!

Ilepcuc ropauiaach CBOMM pa3yMHbIM MOAXOAOM K XM3HH.
Paccka3s JIuaum o NpuBUAEHUHU OHa cuuTala HefenbiM. KoHey-
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HO, 3TO He Beep JIuauu, NpocTo ero Komusl, ciaejiaHHas Tak, 4To
He MoXeT packpbiBatbcsa. Ho Tlepcuc obHapyxuna, uto eii He
X0YETCs1 MPUKACATHCA K 3TOH BeluMm.

Crapasicb Tporath T0JIbKO NPOMAacJIEHHBIH 11IeJIK, OHA OBICTPO
3aBepHyJia Beep M CHOBA yJioxuaa ero B rpo6. ITouemy oHa BbI-
Opajia UMeHHO 3T0 cjioBo? U moyeMy OHO KaXeTCsl TAKHM TOI-
XOJSLIHUM, CITPOCWIA YacCTh ee Co3HaHus. Ho HMeHHO Tak OHO
¥ OBUIO: Beep Jiexal B rpooy.

Hesyliika ToporuINBO crpe6ia Ha3al pa3jioXHBLIYIOCS TKaHb
U 3axJionHyAa Kpbliky. Kak Morna, npMKpyTHia CBHHIIOBYIO
JIeHTY, 3arHyja no KpasaM. Ho He HacToJIbko — OHa Gbl1a yBepeHa
B 3TOM, — YT0Obl MOMEIIATH TEMEPb BJlare MPOHUKHYTb BHYTPb.
OnHako 370 He urpajo pojiiu. Beep — opyaue 3na!

Ho Tyt co6ctBerHble Mbicau yauBuiu ITlepcuc. Tlouemy
KaKOo#-TO MpeAMET MOXET BhI3bIBaTh MBIC/H 0 371e? B Haliu nmpo-
CBELLIEHHEIE JHN 3TO COBEPLLEHHO HeecTecTBeHHO. [lepcuc 3Ha-
J1a, YTO KOJIOYHBU, BeAbMBI, IIPOKJISITUSI M BCE TAKOE BCTPEYAIOTCS
TOJIBKO B pOMaHaX, KOTOPbIMH TJIyMble LIKOJIbHUIIBI MEHSIOTCS,
yToObI C YAOBOJLCTBMEM MOJPOXKATh Hal BOOOpaXkaeMbIMH yXa-
CaMH.

B3sB 1IKaTyJKy B pyKH, J€BYIIKA PELIHTEIbHO HAMPaBUIACh
K 3aJHeil ABepH. ITa LUTYKa BEepHETCs Tyla, TAe OHa ee Hallja.
A cnoBa Ackpbl, ee MpeayTnipeXxaeHne — BCEero Jinlib 6pen noiy-
0Ge3yMHO# CTapyXH, BbI3BaHHbIHA CyeBepHsIMU M MpelpaccyaKa-
MM, KOTOpBIE JepXaT B cTpaxe okpyxawuux. [lepcuc oTeickana
SIMKY, U3 KOTOpO# M3BJIeKJIa LLKATYJKY, H [IOCTapaiach YIOXUThb
SILIMYEK Ha MpeXHee MECTO, MOTOM 3abpocaia ero semieil u pa-
KOBHHAMMU M yTONTaNa, YTOObl MECTO 3TO He ObUIO OOHAPYXKEHO
CHOBa.

M TonbKO BEpHYBUINCH JOMOW ¥ BbIMBIB BHIMa3aHHbIE 3€M-
Jieil pyKH, AeBYIIIKA MOYyBCTBOBala ce0s crokKokHeil. Hukro He
HaigeT 3ToT Beep. TeM He MeHee eif MPUXOAUJIOCH MOJABSTD J10-
6onuiTCTBO. Beep, koTopklit He Beep. s yero oH cayxun? Ouna
ObL1a yBepeHa, 4YTO PUCYHOK HA KpbILIKaxX o6enX BelUiE OINHA-
KOBBIfi — 3arajoyHbl€ KOIIKYU C OMAJIOBLIMU J1a3aMH, KOTOpPbIE
KaXxyTcs moutH XuBbIMH. IToBecuB nosnotenue, [lepcuc ycnbi-
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11aJ1a TePBhLIil 3ByK B MOJYAIMBOM AoMe. 3TO BoLLJIa MHCCHUC
ITpaiiop, B nepBHIii pa3 NoTepsiBiilas CBOE€ OOLIYHOE HEBO3MYTH-
MoOe€ BbIpaXeHHe nuua. Jlaxxe HECKOJBKO MPSAA0K BOJIOC BHICBO-
ooaguianck u3 npuyecku (Ilepcuc 6nu1a yBepeHa, YTO OCTaIbHBIE
BOJIOCHI aKKYPATHO NMPHUKOJIOTBI) H YIaJIH Ha 1lel0, U 3TO Jeii-
CTBOBAJIO CHIbHEE, YeM eciiM 6B Muccuc [Ipaiiop ObL1a coBceM
HeTlpHYecaHa.

— KanuraH... — OHa 0cTaHOBWIACh B ABEPH, CLIETIIJIA MaJIb-
LBl MMOBEpX NepeaHuKa. JINIo ee Ka3anoch He TAKUM PO3OBBHIM,
KakK 00b14HO. — CHTrHai ¢ KopabJid... KanuraH paHeH!

— KanuraH Jleseperr? Ero npuse3yT Ha 6eper?

— Jla-pa. MBI BOJIXKHBI MPUTOTOBUTBCH. ..

Tlepcuc yxe nouwia.

— B ero xoMHarty, — peiunTelibHO 3adgBWia oHa. — I yGepy
cBoM Belli. Ecyiu He Bo3paxaete, 1 BOCIO/Ib3YIOCh KOMHATOM As1-
au OracTHHa.

— KoxeuHo, — Ho Muccuc I1paitop, Ka3anoch, ee He cibllla-
Jia. OHa cHsila ¢ nosica CBSI3KY KJTloueii — 3TOT 3HaK CBOeil BJIacTH
OHa Bceraa Hocuia ¢ co0oif — M HalpaBWIACh K BBICOKOMY LUIKa-
¢y cneBa. — XaMMOHJ OTIIPaBUJICS 32 AOKTOpOM BHUpHHTOM...
PaneH... Hukoraa panblie... — Ilepcuc peinna, 4To XeHIMHA
pa3roBapuBaeT caMa ¢ co6oii.

JeByllika 3aToponujiach no JjecTHHUe BBepx. CxBaTHia
B OXaIlKy Belll, KOTopble YHHWIA U Maauia MoJUIH, U TIoHec1a
yepe3 Kopuaop. bpocuna Ha kpoBaTh. YeMogaaH... Ero gojixxHb
OyayT npHHeCcTH nmo3xe. B3suia 1meTKy, pacuecky, 3epkaio, Oy-
ThUIOYKY TYAJIETHOM BOJBI, KOTOpas YyyJ0oM Nepexiuia KpylleHHe
«CTpeJibl», 3aMOTAHHAs B TPH HHXHUX 100KH. Yachl asau Ora-
CTHHA C IPUKPOBATHOTO CTOJIHKA. ..

OHa orsabIBanach, YToObl YOEOIUTBCA, YTO HHYETO He 3a0bI-
Jia, Korjaa nosiBuyiach ChIOKH C 0XankKoi CBeXero nocTeJbHOro
Oesibs, a 3a Heil JIunus. OdeHb yrHeTeHHas JInaus, 6e3 oObIuHO-
T0 BBIPAXEHHsI JIETKOTO 3JI0paJICTBa Ha JIMIIE, KOTOpOEe NMO3TOMY
BCEraa Ka3aaoch HEAOBOJbHBIM.

— He Mory noBeputsb... Kpio! — pbinanuna oHa. — I[noxo... —
Oxa npuKycwia rydoy. — Kplo HUKOraa He pUCKYeT... JaXe... HET,
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He Kpio! — OHa efiBa He 3aIL1aKajia, HO B 3TO MTHOBEHHE BOIILIA
muccuc Ipaifop BMecTe co BTOpoii CIy>)KaHKoM, KOTopast TallH-
Jla rpyly pa30pBaHHBIX HA MOBA3KH NMPOCTHIHb M FOPLLIOYKH, MPU-
KpHITBIE MIEpeBA3aHHO MpoMaciieHHO# 6yMaroii.

— He Hano, mucc JIugus! — pe3ko npukasaina muccuc Ipaii-
op. — loktop BUpHUHT yXe B yTH.

— Kpw... — JIugus Bcs apoxana, u Ilepcuc, noHsB, 4eM MO-
XeT HOMOoYb, OOHSIA AEBYIIIKY 3a IUTEYH M BbIBeJa e¢ M3 KOMHa-
Tbl, IMOJIHOA CMSATEHHS.

— HyxHo Beputb, — ropopmia Ilepcuc. — OH npekpacHbIi
MOpAK, BH Belb 3HaeTe, — €if TpyaAHO ObUIO HaXOOUTH C/IOBA,
# OHA B 3aMeIIaTeNbCTBE MPHHAIACH CKIaAbIBaTh Gellbe.

JIuaug pasriagwia cMATyIo 1006Ky. OHa He nogHUMaa ro-
JIOBBI.

— Kpio Bceraa... Bceraa 6bu1, — cKa3ajla OHa HpPepbIBUCTO. —
51 Ha Hero MOTJia NMOJIOXHUTBCA.

— CMoxere H B OynymieM, — pe3ko orseTuina flepcuc ¢ yBe-
PEHHOCTBIO, KOTOPOii caMa He MCIBIThIBAIA.

I'maBa cenepMasg

Ho Kpio JleBepert He 661 B XOpolueM cOCTOSHUM. He ObL1
OH M XOopolluM naiueHToM. [Iana OracTUH nocjie NpUCTyna ro-
Ipy3WIcS B MOJ9aHHe, OH HUKOTA BCJIYX He Xal0oBaJICs, BCEria
OCTaBaJICS BEXJIUB K TeM, KTO 3a00THJICS O €ro TeJIeCHBIX HYXIax
(BpeMeHaMH TeJIo eMy COBCEM OTKa3biBalo). KanuTaH xe, Ha-
MPOTHUB, 0Ka3aJICcs TpeOoBaTeIbHBIM U HETEPIEJIUBbIM. A paHbl
ero ObLTH OTHIOAD He JierKUMH. [1epenioM rniieya, ABa TpECHYBILIMX
pedpa, Jerkoe COTpsiCEHUE MO3ra — BCE 3TO OH TOJYYI, MbITa-
SICh CHACTH TOJUIAHACKMIT OpUT, HaleTeBLLIUIi Ha pUdBbl HEAAIEKO
OT TOT0 MECTA, IIe nocrpanaia «Ctpena».

IepBbie yachl foKTOp BUPHHT Aepxan ero non AciicTBUeM
OMMA, MTOKA MePEBI3bIBAIM 140 U BApaBisiu pebpa. Ho ma-
K€ Mol HapKOTHKOM KanWTaH HHOTAA BO3BHILIAT Iojl0C, OTAA-
Bas pe3KHe NpuKasbl. O4eBUIHO, ieXKa B MIOCTeIU, MBICJIEHHO OH
nepeHeccs Ha nany6y 6pura. CoxpaHuTtb Kopabib, kak «CTpe-
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JIy», HE CYMEJTH, XOTs JIIOAU KalTUTaHa MmoJ KOMaHIO0BaHHUEM ero
nepBoro noMoiHukKa JlaHa XapBepu cracjid MOJIOBUHY SKUIaXa
(Tex, Koro He CMBUIO 3a 60PT MPH [IEPBOM TOJIYKE) U IPUMEPHO
TpeTh Ipy3a. Tenepb 3TH Bellld rPpyAaMM JieXalud Ha NMPUCTaHH,
TaM Xe, Tie¢ HelaBHO rpy3 co «CTpesibl».

JInausa okasajach COBepllieHHO Oecrioie3Ha B KOMHaTe 60J1b-
Horo. OueBHIHO, dakT, yTo Kpio oka3aics rnoaBepxkeH TeM Xe
OTMAaCHOCTSIM, YTO U OCTAJIbHBIE PeKEPBI, SBWICS LI €ro CECTPH
mokoM. Ilepcuc, BcmoMuHasg cOGCTBEHHOE CMATEHHE U OTYasi-
HHUE, KOTOpblE€ OHA HCIBITANA, Koraa aanasa OracTuH M3 BIaCTHO-
TO IJIaBbl JOMA MpeBpaTHICA B MHBAJIKAA, TOHUMAaJIa, YTO Tepe-
KHBaeT JeByIKa.

Benb eciv He CYUTATh HEYAOBIETBOPEHHOTO XeaaHusa JInauu
MyTellecTBOBaTh, Kpio ABHO mocTapaics caejiaTh XH3Hb CECTPhI
MpHUATHON U 6e33a00THOI. Ec/in OHa M HayyWiach 4eMy-TO 110
XO3SCTBY B 11IKoJie B YapicToHe, BCce 3TH 3HaAHUS AABHO YJIETY-
yuauch. 1 moaToMy oHa oka3ajiach COBepllieHHO 0eCrioie3HOoi
B KOMHaTe 001bHOTO. be3 BCAKMX 06CyXIeHHH CIOXWIOCH Tak,
yto muccuc [Ipaitop B 3a60Tax o kanutaHe noMoranu Ilepcuc
U Momn.

IMpuas B ce6s1, KanUTaH 0Ka3ajics BeCbMa TPYAHBIM 60JIbHBIM.
Tak kak qokTop BUpHHT He pa3pelinj eMy BCTaBaTb, OH Cpa3y
Hayas BbI3bIBaTh K cele WieHOB SKNIaXa i OCTPOBUTAH U OTAA-
BaTh NMpuKa3bl. Ho TyT 1oKTOp BOCCTal W 3adABWJ, YTO KallUTaH
JleBepeTT MOXeT KOMaHIOBaTh B MOpe, a 3eCh €ro, Bpaya, Ka-
NMUTAHCKAas pyoKa, U OH 60Jbliie He MOTEPNUT 3TOTO XOXIEHUS
B3al U BNiepes.

[Mepcuc mo co6CcTBEHHBIM HAOGMIOAeHUSAM 3Haa, YTO Y Kamu-
TaHa JINXopanka. JleByllka yacTo 3aXxoauia, IPUHHOCKIA MUCCHC
[paiiop, koTopast BooOllie MOYTH He MOKHIAIA KOMHATHI 60Jib-
HOTO, JIeKapCTBa M TpaBbl. JIMII0 KanuUTaHa MOKPacHeN0, Kpacka
BHAHA ObUTa JaXe CKBO3b CMYTIIYIO OOBETPEHHYIO 3aropeylo Ko-
XY, 4 I71a3a ero CBepKajlu CJIMIITKOM IpKo. OH MOCTOSHHO Oyliie-
BaJl, CepAWiIcA, KaK OyNTO He MOT MOBEPUTD, UTO TAKOE B CAMOM
HeJie CIydusioch ¢ HUM. M ycrmokauBaiics TOBKO Mo AeiicTBHEM
JIEKapCTB, M 3TO 6eCOKOWIO T0KTOpa BupuHra.
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— 9TO0 BCe paHa rojioBsl, — cabliiana Ilepcuc, Kak oH ro-
Bopiu1 Muccuc INpaitop. — IocToasHHOE BO36yXIE€HHE BbI3BaHO
3tiM. S HuKoraa He Buaen Kpio Takum Hepa3yMHBEIM. Bo3Mox-
HO, Y HETO TpellurHa B yeperne. Ho ero Helb3si TPEBOXUTL — 3TO
camoe ri1aBHoe. HUYTO He ZOMKHO €ro Bo30yXaaThb.

PacrnpeaeMuiMChb Tak, YToOB KTO-HUOYIb BCceraa Haxoquics
C KalmuTaHoOM. MoJiii paccKa3sbiBana, YTO OH JBaXKIbl MPHXOAMI
B ce0s1 — MpaBJa, TOYHO CJI0Ba X03s5MHA IOMa OHA OTKAa3bIBaiacCh
MOBTOPUTbL — M TpeGoBajl 06BACHUTD, YTO AENAET Y €ro Mocre-
JIM HE3HaKoMas XeH1MHa. U, npexie yeM oHa MOTJIa OTBETHUTD,
CHOBA TEPSJI CO3HAHHUE.

Ha Bropoii aeHb pano yrpoM IlepcHc cesla B Kpeciio ¢ BhI-
COKO#M CITMHKO# JIULIOM K KPOBAaTH, OTIYCTUB MOJIJIM M1 MUCCHC
ITpaiiop. TeM HeoOxoaMoO ObUTIO OTHOXHYTH. Ellle ToNBKO CBe-
TaNo, U Ha CToJIe Topesia eANHCTBEHHas cBeya. CeTKa YaCTHYHO
Melana cMoTpeTh, Ho Ilepcuc oGHapyXuia, 4To pasrisabiBacT
JIMLIO KAITUTAHA, HAJEACh YBUIETh, YTO OH CIIUT €CTECTBEHHbBIM
CHOM, 4TO JIMXOPaJKa €ro OCTaBUJIa.

OH nexan MeXmay MOAyHIKaMH TakK, YTOObl He CMOT IMoBep-
HyTbcs1 Ha 60K. Ho BpeMst OT BpeMeHH KpyTWJI rojioBoii, Kak Oya-
TO BUIEN HENTPUATHBIM COH. J106 KanuTaHa 60po3auIN MOPILMHHI.

TTon6oponok, 1IEeKH U BepxHss ryba 3apociii LeTUHOH, HO
CIaJl OH ¢ 3aKpbITHIM pToM. M, HECMOTPSI Ha ero XMypoe BbIpaxe-
HHe, [lepcuc Hayata MOHMMAaTh, YTO OH NMPUBIEKATEIbHBIH MYyX-
yuHa. Tenepb OH ObUI He TaK HANIPAXeEH, KaK BO BpeMsl HX IO-
cJie[IHero pa3roBopa, U NMoToMy Ka3ascs MoJIoXe.

BonbHoit CHOBa MOBEPHYJI TOJIOBY, U A€BYLIIKA 3aMETHIA, YTO
OH ITpoBeJ A3bIKOM 1o rybam. [Tepcuc THXO BCTala W MojoLLna
K cTonuky. Kak MHoro pas 3a nocjiexH1e ABa JHs Ae1ajia MUCCUC
Tlpaiiop, oHa OKyHYyJa Kpaii IbHSIHOTO NOJIOTEHLIAa B BOAY U, pac-
KpPBIB CETKY, MPOTEpJia JTULI0 PAaHEHOTO BAAaXHOM TKaHblOo. U He
OIMH pa3, a HeCKOJAbKo. OH B3I0XHYJ U MOJAYOTKPbIJ IJ1a3a.

Ha cronuke crosna yamka ¢ HOCUKOM — ellie OIHO CPeACTBO
nepBoii noMoluu Muccuc [paiiop. Iepcuc nogHecna ee Kk rydam
KanMTaHa, U OH MPUHSIJICA XaaHO NUThb. JleBylliKa peLnaach Koc-
HYThCA ero 16a: Koxa ObLa BlaXxHasi, M He TOJIbKO OT NMOJIOTEHLA,
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pewinna oda. Kaxercs, kpuauc MuHoBan! M TyT oHa yBUAENa, 4TO
€rO0 IJ1a3a OTKPHITH ¥ OH YAUBJICHHO CMOTPUT Ha Hee. MpauHoe
BbIpaXX€HHE JIU1Ia UCYE3TO0.

— Bl He... Jlugus... — ['onoc ero npo3Byya XpUIUIbIM Lie-
MOTOM.

— A Ilepcuc Pyk, — oTBeTH/Ia OHA U NMPUKPbLJIa MaabLaMH
ero ryonl. — §l 6pu1a Ha «CTpesie». A Tenepb OTOBIXaiiTe, KAMUTaH
JleBeperT. Bbl ObUTM paHeHbI, H Y BAaC TUXOpaIaKa.

Ho, nmocraBHB 4allKy Ha CTOJHK, CHOBa MOBEPHYBLIHCH
K KPOBaTH M 3aJepruBas CeTKY, OHa YBUAEJNA, YTO KallUTaH He
3aKpbU1 mMa3a. Ero riasa, KoTopbie Ka3aiuch eif paHbllie TEMHbI-
MH, Ha caMOM JeJie OblJIM CHHUE, CBeTiee, YyeM y JIuauu, cuHue,
KakK IJIyOOKHI1 OKeaH, XO35iJHHOM KOTOPOTO OH CTal.

JeByluKe NMpHLLIa B TojIOBY OHA MBIC/b.

— Xotute yBuaeTh JInauio?

BrniepBbie Ha ry6ax ero nosiBWwiach Jgerkas yabioka. M kak ona
HH Jerka, [lepcuc mopa3mia nepeMeHa, KOTOPYIO Ta BhI3Baja.
OHa BuAesa ero B rueBe Ha 60pTy «CTpesibl», BUAENA CEPbe3HBIM,
KOTAAa OH MCMOJIHA 06A3aHHOCTH CBALICHHHKA HAa NTOXOPOHaX
naau OracTiHa, HO HUKOTJa He BUAEJA TaKOTO CBETJIOrO I0HO-
LLIECKOTO BHIPAXXEHHS Ha €To JIUIIE.

— Jluaua He oveHb Xopollua B yXoAe 3a paHEHbIM, — ejie
CJIBILIHO MPOILIETITA OH.

— HagepHoe, eit HUKOTa He PUXOAWIOCH PaHbLLE 3TOTO Je-
JIaTh, — TaKTHYHO 3aMeTuia [lepcuc.

— A BaM NpUXoaWioch?

— Moit asas no Hautero oTbe3aa u3 Hrlo-Hopka npoGosnen
MHOTO HeAenb, — claepXaHHO OTBETHIa oHa. — M MOT HameATbCs
ToNIbKO Ha Mosuu, Lly6ana u Ha MeHs.

— Mosnun... — OH cjierKa yAMBWICA. — A, 3TO Ta XEHILMHA,
KOTOpasi HAJIMBAET JIEKapCTBa, X04ellib ThI TOTO MM HeT. OHa Ha-
MOMHMJIA... MHE... MOIO CTapylo... HAHBKY...

BekH ero cCMbIKaTUCh, FOJ10C 3aTHX&, CMEHSACh COHHBIM 60p-
MoTtaHHeM. TyT Bonuta Muccuc [Ipaiiop ¢ mogHOCOM, Ha KOTOPOM
rPOMO3IWINCH YalIKH, OYTBUTOYKH, CAIPETKH, U C TAKUM LieJie-
YCTPEMJIEHHBIM BUIIOM, 4TO [lepcuc He cTajia CHOBA CaJUThCH.
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— MHe kaxeTcs, KpU3MC MUHOBAJ, — JOJIOXKMJIa OHA.

Muccuc ITpaiiop npoBena co6CTBEHHOE 00CIeAOBaHHE.

— Cnasa locnony, 310 Tak! OH npockinaics?

— Tonbko Ha HecKoJIbKO ceKyHA. S Hanowuna ero.

— Xopoio. CeroaHsi MOKOpMUM ero 6yJibOHOM, — 3KOHOMKa
NPUHSIACh 3aMEHATH BELM HA HOYHOM CTOJIMKE TEMH, YTO MPU-
Hecaa ¢ coboii. [lepcuc npeaioxXuna BHIHECTH HEHYXXHbIE Yalll-
KU U calI(PeTKH.

— OvuyeHb MUJIO C Ballieit cTopoHbl, Mucc Pyk. Ilocie 3Toro
BaM Jiydlle Jieub. ¥ BacC yCTajiblii BUA, — CTalO OYEBHAHO, YTO
muccuc [lpaiiop yxe oTnycruia ee.

INepcHc BbIHECAA MOMHOC U MOCTaBHIA HAa CTOJIMK B KOPUIO-
pe. Ero notoM yHecer Chioku. CaMa oHa OTIpaBUJIach B CBOIO
KoMmHaTty. Tam ee xnana MoJutu M 1Ba BeIpa BOJbI, Topsiyeii ¥ Xo-
JIOMHOM.

— EMy ayuuie. Kpusuc MUHOBaJI...

Mo KUBHYNa:

— OH 6opeu, 3ToT KanutaH. Kak muctep OractuH. Tonbko
oH rmoMooxe. Mucc Ilepcuc, BH y:XacHO BoIrJIAauTe. OO60TpH-
TeCh ryOKOii U TOXKHTeCh. I IpUHecy BaM TOCTOB M 4asi, 3 TOTOM
Bbl YCHETE H...

Mo nepebupaia Bellld B HUXKHEM SIIMKE KOMOJa, o4ye-
BHHO, B MOMCKaX CBeXxeil HOYHoit pybaiku. HeoxnaaHHo oHa
pacnpsAMILIaCh, AepxkKa YTO-TO B pyKax.

— Muucc Ilepcuc, a 3to uyro Takoe? Hukoraa ero He BuaeJia!

IMepcuc 6pocuiia Kocoii B3MIAA U He MoBepHia Ima3zaM. Beep!
Beep ¢ mazaMu U3 onaios!

— Packpoii ero, — notpeboBaia oHa.

Mosn noxavana rojoBoii:

— He otkpbiBaetca. InaHKu Kak OyATO CJAHIUIUCD H...

DT0 Xe HAIEHHBIH €10 Beep, TOT CaMblii, KOTOPBIi OHAa CHO-
Ba nmoxopouua! /Ipa Takux He MOTYT CYIIIECTBOBATh MOGIU30OCTH.
Heyxenn 3ta Beup npeciaenyer ee?

— OH He Moit, Momnu, — Tlepcuc 3actaBuiia ce6si TOBOPUTD
cnokoiiHo. — I1onoxu ero B HIDKHU A1IHK. [JOJIXKHO ObITH, KTO-
TO 3a0BLI ero 31ech. Crpoliy 06 3ToM Muce Jluauio.
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Ho Bce BpeMsi, npoTHpas rybKoii ycTaBliee pasropsiue HHOE Te-
Jio, HajieBasi MPUTOTOBJIEHHYI0 MOJUIH CBEXYI0O HOYHYIO pybauiky,
JIOXAach B MOCTeNb, OHA BUena nepen co6oii atot Beep. KTo 3Han
0 TOM, 4TO OHa ero Haiuia? TonbKo 3Ta HHAMaHKa Ackpa. U 3a-
4yeM eif CHOBa OTKAIbIBaTh Beep U MpsTaTh ero B komHate Ilepcuc?
JeBylIKa UcIyranach, TaK HCITYTaNach, YTO ¢ HETEPIIEHNEM XXaaa
BO3BpalicHHs MoJLTu ¢ 00e1[aHHBIM YaeM 1 niedeHbeM. Eil BHOBb
3aX0TeJIoCh MONpocHTh MoJsutn octaThcs. Ho Kakyto npudrHy oHa
Ha3oBeT? Y Hee HeT HUKAKHX I0KA3aTeNIbCTB, KPOME COOCTBEHHBIX
CJIOB, YTO OHA HALIUIA 3TOT Beep B 3ane4aTaHHOIM LIKATYJIKe (MHTe-
PECHO, 4TO CTaJIO C HEH) M CHOBA 3aKOMaia ero, oTOMY YTO JaXe
MPOCTOE MPUKOCHOBEHUE K HEMY ITyTaJIO €€.

OTKHHYBLIHMCH Ha MOXYILIKH, OHA CMOTpeJ/1a Ha S1ITUK KOMOAA,
B KoTopoM Motk cniparana Beep. la 1 Beep i 310 66117 Tlep-
CHC MOYTH 0OXMIANA YBUAETD, KaK SIIMK MPHOTKPLIBAETCS U CHO-
Ba ITOKA3bIBAETCS YepHas pe3nba ¢ oNMaloBBIMH IIa3aMHU.

OHna pellLiia, 4YTO MPHU MEPBO Xe BO3MOXXHOCTH BEIOPOCHT 3Ty
Belllb B KaHAJI M MoCTapaeTcsl, YToOH ee HUKTO He yBUAeN, ocobeH-
HO Ackpa. IIpuHsB Takoe peiieHue, I[Tepcuc YyTh yCIOKOWIACD.

Korzaa nosiswiacs MoJuli ¢ NoAHOCOM, JeBYLIKa OOHAPYXH-
Jia, YTO COBCEM HE XOYET €CTh, HO Ha MOJHOCE 0Ka3alach elle
TOHKO Hape3aHHas AbIHA C OCTPHIM coycoM. OHa MoHpaBWiIach
ITepcuc ropasmno 6onbllie 0OBIKHOBEHHOTO Yasi ¢ eyeHbeM. MoJi-
JIM 3aKpblia LITOPBI, 4TOOBI yOpaTh coiHne, u Iepcuc nerna, yse-
peHHasl, 9TO HE CMOXET YCHYTD.

* k%

Pa30ynuna ee noyyaieHHas xapa. JleBylka HeJIOBKO MoBep-
HyJlach, HOYHas py6alllka MPOMOKJIa M MPWIKILIA K TeJly, Bojio-
Cbl ToXe OblY BiaaxHbie. Eciu naxe ¢ Mops u ayn Berep (a 6yps
JIaBHO KOHYHJIaCch), CTABHH He MPOIMYCKAJIN €ro B KOMHATY.

CHoBa yCHYTb He yaactcs. [lepcuc cena B orpoMHoOit OCTeNu,
notepaa 06, yopaia ¢ Hero BonocH. OCTopoxXHo 06113aia ryou
1 TIOYYBCTBOBaJIa COJIEHBI NMOT. Y moyeMy-To BCOMHMJIA CJIOBA
muccuc IMpaiiop, yro TeMHBIi 6acceiiH noa KyxHeil HHoTrIa Hc-
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noJib3yeTca 1A KynaHus. Ho TyT e BCIOMHMWIIA M O yepenaxax.
[Ipunercs cHoBa 00OHTHCH TYOKOIA.

Crne3as ¢ KpoBaTH, OHa BHOBb ITOCMOTpEJIa Ha AIIUK KOMO-
na. OH Bpoae Obl ObUT NPUOTKPHIT. Ho MoaxoauTe U NpoBepsATh
JleByllIKa He UCMBITHIBAJIA HUKaKoro XxenaHusi. Ha koMoae oHa
yBHIeNa KYBILUHH C BOIOW U 2HEPTUYHO YMbLUIACh, pacTepJia BCce
TeJlo, MOTOM OOpbI3ranach JjaBaHAOBOW BOAOM, Mocie yero 1o-
YyyBCTBOBaJIa CeOs JIyUlLie.

Mosuiu npurotoBuia YucTylo onexay. Ha octpose UcuesHyB-
wieit Jleny moaxHbl NPOMCXOANTD rpaHAO3HbBIEe CTUpKU. Hu oxn-
Ha XEHIIMHA He MOXET 3/IeCh Ha BTOPOii icHb HaJieBaTh TO Xe€
6enbe. Ha atot pa3 Ilepcuc ourytiiia Hactosyii rood. I'onopy
€€ 3aMoJIHWIM MbICJIM O BETUMHE, U MeYeHbe, U XapeHoi pbibe,
KOTOPYI0 TaK Xopollo roToBUT Mam Po3, u o ppykrax.

Ilnatbe GbLUTO €e COOCTBEHHOE — KPEMOBBIH MYCJIMH C aKKY-
paTHO HaneyaTaHHbhIMU MaJIEHbKHUMH MYCKYCHBIMHU po3aMu. ['o-
pa3fio 6oJiee KOHCEpBATUBHOIO MOKPOs, YeM KpyXeBa U 060pKH
Jupun.

JIngusi... OHa TonbKo pa3 3arjasaHysa K 6pary. YBUAEB ero Mo-
KpacCHEBILMM OT JIMXOPANKH U 30BYIIIHM B Openy CBOMX JIOA€EH,
OHa TaK TOPOIUTMBO cOexXana, Kak 6yaTo BooOlle He MOosABIIsIACh
B €ro KoMHate. Boiriisiaena oHa 6ojibHOM M UCyraHHoi. EcTb
TaKkue Jionu, gymana Ilepcuc, TmarejsbHO pacyechiBasi BOJOChI
1ieTKoii. OHM MPOCTO He MOTYT BUAETH 60j1e3HU U paHbl. [lepcuc
3HaJia, YTO TaKHe JIIOAHU €CTh, HO HUKOTAa He MOTJia MOHATh UX.
YeM Obu1a 3aHsATa JINausa Bce 3 AHU? KoHeuHOo, HE JOMAaILIHUM
XO3SIICTBOM: OHa Bce npengocTtaBuia Muccuc Ilpaiiop.

JlBepb MeUIEHHO U HECJTBILLIHO pacKpbuiack. [lepcuc, 3aMeTHB
JIBHXXEHHE B 3epKaJie, OlIyTWIa JIETKUI yKoJi cTpaxa. OHa He 3a-
ObUla CTpaHHBI# Beep, KaK HU CTapajiach 3TO CHEJaTh.

— Mosumn! — o6neryeHHO BbIIOXHY/IA JeBYIIKA.

— Mucc Ilepcuc, Bbl OJDKHEI OLUIH 1TO3BaTh MEHSI.

— 3auem? Sl yxe GoJibllasi, H MHE JaBHO HE 3aCTETHBAIOT
nyropulibl. I[ToHHMaelub a1 T, MOJUIH, 4YTO NpoiiaeT elle He-
CKOJIBKO JIET, ¥ 51 CTaHy Toli, 0 KoM Bbl B Hblo- Mopke roBopute
«C KOJIIOYKaMHU B CITUHE», CaMoil HacTosillel cTapor AeBoOi, —
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OHa paccMesyiach, YBHIEB CEPAUTOE BbIpaXeHue Julia Mo, —
Hy, cornacuck. MHe yXe o4ty ABaallaTh, U HU OOMH MYXYHUHA
ellle He ¢caeiaa MHe npennoxeHue. HUkTo He nckan moero obite-
CTBa — MOMMMO NPOSIBJIEHYUSI OOLIYHOM BeXJIUBOCTH.

— A noyeMy? — rHeBHO B3opBajiacb MoJyutu. — Bbl HUKOTO
He BUJKTE, KPOME JIIOJiei, KoTopble BaM roastca B Aeaymkn! Ka-
Koii cThin! X03guH Pyk OB CINIIKOM MOIJIOLIEH CBOMMU NIEja-
MM U He 3aMeyail, YTO Bbl pacTeTe U BaM HYXHO 00lIecTBO, KaK
BCAKOI MoJIo0ii AeByIlKe!

Ilepcuc cnerka yauswiack rHeBy Momnu. CiayxaHka, Ka3a-
JIOCh, BCera CUMTaIa 00pa3 XU3HN U AeicTBUg Aaau OracTHHA
CaMbIMU NPABWIbHBIMH M TOCTOAHBIMH JleIK, KOTOPOIl MpuUCIy-
KMBAJA.

— Jla, He myMaio, yToOH cyabss CHMHC KOTJa-HNOyIb caenai
MHE TIpe/lJIOXEeHHEe, XOTSI OH O4EHDb BEXJIMB. A MUCTEpP XOT CMO-
Tpes Ha MeHs Tak, CJIOBHO A IlaxMaTtHas ¢purypa. — JleByika yc-
MexHyJsach. — JIang OracTHH XU no-cBoeMy, Mo, H B KOH-
i€ KOHLIOB OH JaJl MH€ XOpOIiIWit JOM, BOCIIHTAHHE U €11l MHO-
roe, 3a 4To 51 eMy 6yarogapHa. OH 6bUI TaK CTap, YTO, HABEPHOE,
s1 BCEraa Kazajiach eMy peOeHKOM, U €ro B 3TOM HeJib3 BUHUTb.

OHa cierka HakKJIOHUWJIaCh, YTOOHI B3TJISHYTh Ha CBOE OTpaXe-
HHeE B CJIMIIKOM HapsinHOM 3epkaiie. KoHedyHo, ¢ pacmyllieHHbI-
MM BOJIOCAaMM OHa BHIIAIUT Moytoxe. Ho ¢ Tex nop, kak Tlepcuc
OKOHYIJIA ILKOJIy ¥ NPHHSJIA OTBETCTBEHHOCTD 32 COCTOSIHHE 0~
Ma gy OracTiHa, OHa HUKOTIa He fyMaina o cebe Kak o 1eBoY -
ke. Hukorna He GbIBaio y Hee pe3KHX lepeMeH HacTpOeHHsl, Kak
y Jiuaun, HUKOTIA He MO3BOJIsUIa OHA cebe KPUTHKOBATh B3pOC-
JIbIX, HUKOTa He 6blIa cocpeoToYeHa Ha cebe caMoid.

W, KOHeyHO, HET y Hee MwIoBUAHOCTH Jlunuu. OHa He co-
BCEM MOHMMAaJIa, MOYEMY BbIOpasia X03s1iiKy IoMa IJisl CONOCTaB-
nenus. HaBepHoe, moToMy, 4To 3a nocjieqHKME ABA rofa JUILb He-
CKOJIBKO pa3 BCTpeyaNach CO CBOMMH NMPEeXHUMH IKOAbHBIMH
MOAPYTraMHU — Ha YOMOPHBIX YAEMUTHSIX U HA TpeX cBanbOax. [snas
OracTuH HUKOTJa He 3amnpeian eid Npuriauarh Moapyr, HO OHa
YyTheM MOHUMAaJa, 4YTO 3TO ObUIA ObI CIMLIKOM OOJbLIASI BOb-
HOCTB C €€ CTOPOHBL.
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Heyxenu oHa Boirnaaut crapoit? I[To cpaBHeHMIo ¢ JInnueit,
HaBepHoe, n1a. HeynuBureasHo, uto Muccuc IIpaiiop couna ee
JOCTaTOYHO YpaBHOBEILIEHHON U Cepbe3HOI, YTOOBI MOAMEHSTh
ee B KOMHate KanutaHa. CKopee Bcero, 1o0Moxo3siiKka cUuTaeT
ee crapile.

— ITocMoTtpuTe Ha cebst, muce ITepcuc. — Mojun otoGpana
y XO3#KH LIETKY H pacyecKy M Hayalia 3aIuieTaTh U 3aKajbiBaTh
ee BOJIOCHI, MPUBOAS MX B TIPWINYHBIN BUA. — JleBylliKa, KoTopast
CJIMUIKOM JIONTO XOAUT B HEBECTAX, HE MOJIb3yeTCS BHUMaHUEM,
Bbl, — OHa YyTh OTKMHYJIACh, YTOOBI B3TJIAHYTh HA X03HKYy, —
BHI CJIMILIKOM MaJlo o cebe myMaere, Mucc Ilepcuc.

— Thl MeHs odeHb ycnokauBaemib, Moyun. [as crapoii
JIeBBb...

Mo nokpacHesa:

— Hukorga He roBopure TaK o cebe, mucc Ilepcuc. Kak ro-
BOpHUTE, TaK U O6yner. S MHoro pa3 Buzena takoe. A HaGmonana
3a BaMM, MHucc Tlepcuc, — npogosxkana oHa. — Jla, BBl MHOTHM
00s3aHBI X03s1MHY. OH Bac NpUHI 4 Bee Takoe. Ho 1 Bbl 1aBain
€My YTO MOIJIM, H HeCIIpaBeJIMBO, YTO Y BaC HUKOTAa He ObUI0
BO3MOXHOCTH OBITH CaMoii Co60ii.

M 1yt Ilepcuc cka3ana ¢ppa3y, KoTopasi yIMBUIA €€ HE MEHb-
me, yeM Mosmu.

— Co00ii? Monm, s He 3Hal0, KaKas 4.

— Toraa BaM Mnopa 3TO y3HaTb, — peIIUTE]bHO OTBETHJIA
cJiyXKaHKa, TIPUKPEIUIAs K MocjeIHeMy JIOKOHY 6aHT Ha po30-
Boii 6apxaTHoit JieHTe. OHa C BBI3LIBAIOWWM BUIOM TPUKOJIO-
Jia 3TOT OaHT, Kak OyATo OXHWaaia ycablliaTh npotecthl [Tepcuc
10 NMOBOAY TaKoil BoJIbHOCTH. — U GoJibilie HE rOBOpHUTE O «KO-
JIIOYMX CITHHAX» W CTApBbIX AE€BAX, U CJABILLATH 3TOTO HE Xouy! Bbi
aNeraHTHas MoJiofas eau, nmpsimukom u3 Heio-Hopka. ¥ mucc
Jlunuu KpyXeBa M JIEHTHI, HO Y BaC €CTh KOE-4TO ApYyroe, — TyT
OHa CYHyJ/a pyKY B KapMaH ¥ J0oCTajla OTTyAa JIMCTOK Gymaru,
CJIOXEHHBII BIBOE ¥ 3aneyaTaHHBIi KpaCHBIM BOCKOM. — Me-
H$ IPOCUJTM TiepeaaTh BaM 3To. [Tonpocusi MONogo#H IXEHTIb-
MeH, BoT TaK. [ToMHuTe, KTO BBI, MHCC Ilepcuc, n noGuBaiitech
CBOE€ro.
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OHa nosoxmuna 1eTKy 1 rpebeHb U NpHHsIACh NpUOHpaTh-
cs1 B KoMHare. Ilepcuc yAMBIEHHO B3sijla MUCbMO, pacreyaraia
1 MPOYJia HECKOJIbKO CTPOK, HaMMCAHHBIX YeTKUM pa3GopuyHBbIM
MOYEPKOM.

«Mmucc Pyk!

boioch MpocHTh Bac 0 60JILLIOM OAO0KEHHH, HO CUTYaLlHs Ta-
KOBa, 4TO sl HE MOTY OTKPBITO TOKa3aThCs B IOME, a Y MEHA eCTh
Iu1s1 Bac LieHHasi ”HgopMauus. Bo Bpems Moeii oceaHeii BCTpe-
YW ¢ KanuTaHoM JleBepeTTOM OH 3aNpeTH MHE TOABIATLCA B €I0
JoMe U BooOuie Ha ocTpoBe. Ho cBeieHMs] MOM HAcTOJILKO Bax-
HbI, YTO §I pELIHJl PUCKHYTh U BOUTH B 3aNpeTHbIe BOJbI, YTOObI
nepenaTb BaM TPEBOXHbBIE BECTH.

Mucc JInaus pacckasaia MHe, YTO Bbl YHACJIEIOBAJIH HEKYIO
coGCTBeHHOCTh Ha baraMckux octpoBax. Sl HeJaBHO mosy4uJi Co-
ob1eHHe, Kacalolleecss BalllMX npaB. Ecin 1o3BonnTe MHe Bce
OOBACHUTD, NPUXOAUTE HA IUIOWIANKY 32 Pa3pYLUIEHHOM HACHIMBIO
Ha 3akare. Sl Bac TaM BCTpeuy.

Pansgh Tpuanon»

[Tepcuc npouna nucbMo ABaxabl. CHavyaia oHa pelliiia, YyTo
6s1aropa3yMue noackasbiBaeT He oOpailaTh Ha HeTO BHUMAaHUsI.
C npyroii ctoponsl, Paisd I'puiioH aeiictButensHo ¢ Baram.
Bo3MOXHO, OH laKe 3HaKOM TaM ¢ uleHamu ceMbi PykoB. Eciu
OH Ha caMoM Jieie ob6JaraeT uHdopMaumeid, Kak TOBOPUT, TO 3TH
CBeJeHUs MOTYT onpexeiuTb IuiaHbl Ilepcuc Ha 6ynyiuee. [Mep-
CHC BOBCE He XeJjajia OTIPaBAATLCA Ha MOJyTaliHoe CBUIAHHE
Y XOpOILO 3HaJ1a 0 SIPOCTHOI CThIYKe MEXAY KanuraHoM Jiese-
pETTOM U OaraMiieM B JAeHb cMepTH aaau OractuHa. Toraa oHa
MOYTH He 00paTHia Ha 3TO BHUMAaHHUsl, HO, TOXOXEe, KaTUTaHbl
BCTPETWIKCH BHE AoMa, U Kpio JleBepert npeaynpenun Pannda
I'puIOH caMbIM pellIUTESIbHBIM 00pa30M: CKa3aJl, YTO eCJIH elle
pa3 BCTPETHT ero Ha ocTpoBe McuesHysiuei Jleau, To npeanpu-
MET TaKHue I111ary, KOTopble He TTO3BOJIAT « Y 1a4e 6ypu» Koraa-Jim-
60 OpocaTb 31eCh IKOpb.
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IMepcuc noraabiBajiach, YTO 3TOT 3aNPeT He NMOHpaBwics Paib-
¢y I'pusuioHy, U He yauBWIaCh ero Bo3BpaileHu1o. Ho oHa He xo-
TeJla BMEIIMBATLCA B OTHOLLIEHUSA CBOETO X0351MHA C KANIUTAaHOM
¢ baramckux octpoBoB. C Apyroit cTopoHHl, BeAb KOTAa-HUOYAL
OHa JI0JKHA HAyYHUThCSI CAMOCTOSITEIbHOCTH!

INepcuc 3Hana, Kak Jierko oKa3aTbCsl B 3aBUCUMOCTH, KaK TO
MPOU30IILUTO Y Hee ¢ Asaneit OractuHoM. Jlaxe ceituac ee oyeHb
TpeBoxuito Oyayuiee. M ecnu Pansd I'puiion... OH MoxeT Aa-
Xe 3HaTh I0pucTa Ha baraMax, KoTopblif CMOXET NpeACTaBIATh €€
HHTepecHhl. Beab pexepaM 4acTo NPUXOAUTCA UMETD AEJIO C CyAa-
MM H IOPpHAMYECKHMHU NpolieaypaMu. [la, oHa BCTPETUTCA C HUM.

JleBylliKa cJIoXWia MMCbMO U CIIpATajJa B CBOIO MaJIEHbKYIO
cyMouky. [ToroM nomymana, CTouT 14 nocoBetoBaThes ¢ JIvaueit.
HapepHoe, xopoliiio 6buto 661 noiitH BMecTe ¢ Heil. Ho Tlepcuc,
Kak U asiasi OracTMH, OTHIOAb He CTPEMIUIACH Pa3rjlalliaTh CeMeii-
Hble TaiiHbl. UcTOpHs ee 6araMCcKoro HacjeIcTBa U TaK CIOCO0-
Ha BBI3BaTh Hepecybl. Jlaxe 0bcyxnas CUTyallio ¢ KAaMUTaHOM
JleBepeTTOM, OHA HE YTTOMSIHYJIA O TOM, YTO CKPbIBAETCs 3a 1lie-
JIpbIM XeCTOM oBAoBeBLUciH MagaM Pyk. Moy u y6an... Ho
OHM WwieHbI ceMbH. HeT, oHa He 6yaeT pasroBapuBaTth ¢ JInaueii.

LleHTp XH3HM AJOMa CHOBA NMEpPEMECTUIICA Ha BepaHIy. 34eCh
ey 1 oTAbIXanu. JINAUs cHaena B IUIETEHOM Kpecie U 3eBajia Hajl
KHHUTOI4, IOCIe TOro KaK 3a1ana HECKOJIbKO HeOpeXXHbIX MoBepX-
HOCTHBIX BOMPOCOB 0 COCTOSTHUM Kpio. ChloKH NMpHHECHa eny,
u I1epcuc c annetutoM noena. OHa NPOCHyJach NO3AHO, H NO-
3TOMY Ha3HauyeHHbIH ['priioHoM Yac 6buUT yXe 6au30K. Tenepb
CJICAOBAJIO HAMTH TPEIOT I YXO4a U3 IoMa.

U eit nokasanock, YTo OHa HallL1a Takoii mpepior. Knanouiie
OCTPOBa HAXOAWJIOCH B CAaMOM BBHICOKOM TOYKE OCTPOBa, Hedale-
KO OT TOTO MeCTa, rje eif Ha3HayeHa BcTpeya. M XxoTs meBylike
He XOTeJIOCh UCITOJIL30BaTh B KAYECTBE Mpeiora ceMelHoe rope,
OHa CKa3aJa, YTO XOUeT HapBaTh CBEXXHUX LIBETOB A1 MOTUJIbI [isl-
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AHAPD HOPTOH

au OractuHa. Jinans 3eBHy/Ia U MOCOBETOBAIA MOA0XIAThb, MOKa
CTaHeT npoxjiagHee, IOTOM OTIPaBUIACh pa3roBapuBaTh ¢ Mam
Po3: Mmuccuc Ipaitop Bce-Taku 3aCTaBHJIA €€, TOCKOJIbKY OHa He
JIeXYPUT y O0NBHOTO, BLIMOJAHSTh KOe-KaKue 0053aHHOCTH 110
JIOMY.

Ilepcuc npolivia no Tpore 4epe3 yCestHHYI0 paKOBUHAMH Ha-
ChiMb, a IOTOM CKBO3b HEBBICOKHE 3apOCd HE3HAKOMBIX pac-
TeHHil. Ilo nyTH oHa HapBajla APKO-KpPacHbIX LIBETOB, MEPBbIX,
KaKHe yBHIENa, IyMasl B TO Xe BpeMs, 4To Asaa OracTHH Bpsj
i1 0106pua 6bl ee BbIOOp. CIMILIKOM SIpKHE LIBEThI ObUIM MOJ-
HbI XU3HH.

OCTaBHB LIBETHI Y IepeBIHHOTO KpecTa Ha Moruie aanu, Ilep-
CHC CBEPHY/Ia B CTOPOHY M MOLWIA MO eilie 6oJiee 3apocLieii Tpo-
ne. Ioxnepxusas 106KH, 4TOOBI He 3aLEMUTHCS 3a KOJNIOUKH, [1e-
BYLLIKA HanpaBWJlach Ha cBUJaHHe ¢ Panbgom IpunanoHom.

I'masa BoCchbMasds

— 3apaBcTByiite, Mucc Pyk.

[Mepcuc B3npordyna: Paibd puaioH nosasuics HEOXUIaH-
HO, CJIOBHO M3-1oa 3eMJid. OHa 000rHYJ1a 60JIbIIYIO CKaly U YBU-
JleNa NoJIOCKY Mecka B paKOBMHAaxX, OMbIBaeMylo BoJlHaMM. Jle-
BYILIKa MMO-TIpeXHEMY NpHAEpXHBaja 100k, OHa He 3Haa, XoTel
JIK OH €€ UCTyTaTh, HO CMOTpeJia Ha HEro He OYeHb MPUBETIMBO.

— 51 monyyuna Ballly 3allMCKY, — OHa pe3KO MOBEpPHYJaCh,
MbITasACh TOBOPUTH TAK X€e PEINTENIbHO, KaK KanuTaH JleBeperr.
IMepcuc oGHapyxuaa, 4yTo BHeIIHOCTh Panbga I'punioHa u ero
6e3paccycTBO OJJHOBPEMEHHO NMPUTATHUBAIOT U OTTAJIKUBAIOT €€,
BeposiTHO, GOJbllie OTTAIKUBAIOT, MOTOMY 4YTO JOBEpHUE Y Hee
BCETa acCOLIMUPOBANOCH CO CIIOKOHHOM OTYYXICHHOCTBIO AsI-
Iy OracTHHa.

— HUaemte! — OH npoTtanya pyKy. — Eciu Mbl npucsaaeM Tam,
Hac He YBUIAT U3 10Ma, — OH yKa3ajl Ha OpeBHO, M0J1y3achiNaH-
Hoe neckoM. OHO TaK MPOYHO 3aCTPSUIO, YTO AaXe Oyps He CMOT-
J1a ero cMbITh. Pa3Be 4To cMOET ApH 3TOM M BeCh OCTPOB.

Ilepcuc cnoxuia nepe coboit pyku.
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_BEEP C TIJIA3AMM M3 OIIAJIA

— BBI cKa3zanu, 4To y Bac €cThb Ajisl MEHS LieHHad uHdopMa-
LM, — OHA He XoTeJa CMSATYaTh roioc. — MeHs MOryT XBaTUTb-
¢4, TaK Kak s1 noMoraio Muccuc Ilpaiiop 3a60TUTBCA 0 KanuTaHe
JleBeperre.

I'puiutoH ynbiGHycs. Ero HHCKOIBKO HE CMYTHI OTKa3 Jie-
BYLIKH CECTb.

— Jla, HakoHelI-To U JIeBepeTTy He MoBe3Jlo, — 3a9BUJI OH Be-
cesto. — A MOXET, ¥ oBe3Jio. MArkasi ocTesb Ha 6epery, ¥ moy-
TH BCe XEeHIUHUHbI OcTpoBa BOKpYT. Ho npofizeT HeMano BpeMeHH,
npexie 4eM OH BepHeTCs Ha «HernpeB3oHaeHHDbIi».

— S npuiIa He 11 pa3roBopoB o KanuTaHe JleBeperte, —
pe3ko HanoMmHuna emy Ilepcuc. HecMoTps Ha Bce obasHue Ga-
ramua — Ilepcuc He oTpHLIAJIA, YTO OH UM 001aAaeT, — OHA pe-
LIMJIa, YTO HUCKOJIBKO He 3aBujyeT JIunuu u Tomy, 4To y Hee Ta-
KO MTOKJIOHHHK.

— Jla, BB NPHLLIK 32 0GE1IaHHOK HOBOCTbIO, HO HE MOTY CKa-
3aTh, YTO OHa Xopoluas, Mucc Pyk. 1o BceM JaHHBIM, Ball Asi-
JIOIIIKAa — pa3 yX Bbl XOTUTE TOBOPUTb OTKPOBEHHO — MUCHbIThI-
BaJl cepbe3Hble (PpMHAHCOBBIE 3aTPYAHEHUS Mepel oTribiTHeM. Hy
TaK BOT, 3aBelilaHHe, Ha KOTOPOM OH OCHOBbIBAJl CBOU HAAEXKIbI,
CTOHT He GoJiblue OyMaru ¥ BOCKa, H3 KOTOPbIX U3TOTOBJIEHO.

— Y10 BaM u3BecTHO 0 Aenax moero asaau? — Ilepcuc yaus-
JIEHHO OTCTYMWJIAa Ha wiar-asa. OHa gaxe ¢ kKanutaHoM JleBeper-
TOM 00 3TOM He TOBOpHJIa BO BpPEMsI UX €IMHCTBEHHOH BCTpEYH
MocJjie MOXOpPOoH.

— Bb1 6bI yIUBUIHCH TOMY, KaK OBICTPO PacXoIsiTCsi HOBOCTH,
KOT/Ia €CTb O YE€M MTOrOBOPUTH, — BO3pa3wii [ pwuioH. — A Mucrep
Pyk Best mo6GoNbITHBIE pa3roBopbl ¢ KANMTaHOM [leTTHrpIo 5